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MARSHALLTON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

166 50-6-66 

165 50-6P-l 

163 50-6P-2 

164 50-6P-3 

162 50-6P-8 

161 50-6P-9 

160 50-6P-10 

159R 50-6P-ll 

159 50-6P-12 

158 50-6P-13 

50-6P-14 

157 50-6P-15 

156 50-6P-16 

Cal!lpbell Weir 
1407 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, ~a. 19380 

Robert A. & Elaine A. Siter 
1371 w. Str~eburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William C. Baldwin 
865 Lenape Road 
West Cheste~, Pa, 19380 

W1111am C, & Ulla H. Baldwin (Hall) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Edgar C. & Jean Henson 
1339 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Earl H. & Anna L. Edwards 
1335 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Williams. & Ethel Rose Baldwin 
1331 W. Strasburg Road 
west Cheeter, Pe. 19380 

Vernon w. & Vary L. Rose 
1327 w. Strasburg Roed 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Brinton A, & 'r!1fe Rose 
1325 W. Strasbure: Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Clarence L. & Sylvia Moore 
1323 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, ?a. 19380 

Harry T. &Patr1c1a A. Verngren 
1319 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Robert c. & Dnlly Gerow 
1313 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 



_,_. 50-6P-17 

155 50-6P-18 

154 50-6P-19 

189 50 -6P-7 

192 50-6P-22 

191 50-6P-23 

191 '.fl 50-6P-24 

190 50-6P-25 

143 50-6P-26 

142 50-6P-27 

141 50-6P-28 

140 50-6P-29 

139 50-6P- 30 

188 50-6P-31 

134 50-61 

West Bradford Fire Co. 

West Bradford Fl re co. 
1305 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Stephen P. Hoyt (For Friends) 
1480 Sawmill Road 
Downingtown, Pa. 19335 

Marshall ton Village Inc. (School} 
1361 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa, 19380 

Virginia L. Mackey 
643 Sugars "Bridge Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

William H. Jr. & Mare;uer1te K, Ludwick 
629 Sugars Bridge Roa<l 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Clark R, & Carol J, Smyers 
627 SUgars Bridge Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Helen L, Crawford 
602 Harvey Bridge Road 
Coatesville, Pa, 19320 

Earl & Winifred Johnson 
1297 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

John B, & Ida M, Rob1neon 
1291 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Jennie Lowrey 
1287 W, Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Helen & John Miller 
1285 W, Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Joseph r. & Ruth E. Mattson 
1283 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Marehallton Methodist Church (Nursery) 

Gray-Perdue 
1265 w. Strasburg Ro~d 
West Cheater, Pa 19380 



183 5O-6Q-l 

184 5O-6Q-2 

185 5O-6Q-3 

186 5O-6Q-4 

187 5O-6Q-5 

Elanche M. Harper 
1241 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pf, 19380 

Ira & Anna Bennett 
1 ?39 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Michael & Sherry L. Jordan 
1233 W. Strasburg !<Oad 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Robert H. & Shirley Oray 
1231 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester. Pa. 19~80 

Eric Stephen Behren::is 
411 S. iliddletown Poad 
Media, Pa. 19063 

5O-6Q-6 Charles W, & Elizabeth Glisson 
1227 W, Strasburg Road 

5O-6Q-7 

5O-6Q-29 

West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Evard HallSr, & Helen M. 
600 Jolene Drive 
West Cheeter, Pa. 19380 
Guy & Margaret Eokroth 
601 Jolene Drive 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

15 5O-6-93,l Richard M, Jr. &Susan D, Armstrong 
1185 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Intrusion 

Intrusion 
(Marshallton Farms) 

-!.. 
Intrusion 

50-6-100 Harry E. Jr. & Dorothy Cann 
600 Lucky Hill Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Intrueeion 

14 50-6-101,1 

131 50-6-98.3 

132 5O-6p-71 

Donald I & Dolores A. Gallagher 
:,81 Cann Road 
\,est Chester, Pa. 19380 

Henson M. Jr, & Mary C, Evans 
1240 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Douglas R. Barr & Southeast Nat'l Bk. 
c/o Norman H. Hume- " 11 

" 

Trust Division, West Cheater, Pa. 19380 



133 5O-oP-7O 

135 5O-6P-69 

155 H 5O-6P-68 

Mary c. Barclay 
c/o Frank Barclay 
40 St., Jarres Ct. 
Phila., Pa. 19106 

Michael & Elizebeth Sweeney 
1266 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Richards. & Ruths. Gross 
1268 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

136 5O-6P-67 Edward H. & Hazel Busby 
1274 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

137 5O-6P-66 John M. Barbara J. Cook 
1280 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

138 5O-6P-65 Marahallton United Methodist Church 
1282 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

182 50-6P-64 Marshallton .. United Methodist Church 

182A 5O-6P-63 Marshall ton United Methodist Church (Youth Center) 

181 50-6P-62 Marshallton Unlted Methodist Church (ParsoneRe) 

144 5O-6P-61 George Merahon,Jr. & John /!cFadden 
Harshalton Inn 
West Chester, Pa. 

145A 50-6P-6O George Mershon, Jr. (Oyster Bar) 
1300 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

145 50-6P-59 George Mershon, Jr. (Ml!rahalton 
1300 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

-146 50-6?-58 Hannah D, Williamson 
1318 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa, 19380 

147 5O-6P-57 Catherine S. Trimble 
1324 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

148 5O-6P-56 David P, & Leah L. Johnson 
1328 W, Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

148A 5O-6P-55 David P, & Leah L. Johnson 
1328 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 



149 

50-6P-53.l 

S0-6P-53 

150 50-6P-52,l 

151 50-6P-51 

152 50-6P-49 

153 50-6P-50 

179 50-6P-48 

180 50-6P-47 

50-6P-46 

50-6P-45.2 

50-6P-45 

50-6P-44.l 

50-6P-44 

50-6P-42 

Margaret Kelly 
1332 w. Strasburg Roan 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William C. & Lilla P. Baldwin (land) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William C. & Lilla H. 13a1d'11n (land) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Mary c. Evans (Blacksmith Shop) 
1340 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Ernest F. Jr. & Bobbi Z. Heimberger 
1360 W. Strasburg Road 
West,:Cheeter, Pa. 19380 

William C. Baldwin 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Paul D. & Barbara B. Carpenter 
565 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Emily Wallace 
561 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Henry S. & Nancy RI.Infield Sable 
559 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Lee W. Stull & Cin:la C:. I bore 
557 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Gordon L. & Dorothy E. Lewle 
1320 Sherwood Drive 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Martin L, & Cheryl Baenali 
555 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Howard 8. & Mildred A. Lewis 
33 Waterv1ew Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Paul & Phyllis Hall 
539 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Anthony S. & Betty J, Amoriello 
531 Northbrook Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Intrusions) 



• 

167 

177 50-9-20.3 

178 50-9-20.2 

168 50-6P-40 

50-6P-41 

176 50-6P-36 

175 50-6P-36,l 

50-6P-39 

169 50-6P-38 

170 50-6P-37 

171 50-6P-36.2 

172 50-6P-35 

173 50-6P-33 

50-6P-34 

17~ 50-6P-32 

Bradford Meeting 

Mark G. & Pa~ricia K. Curtin 
538 Northbrook Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Michael R. Bretz 
530 northbrook road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

William c. Baldwin ( Center House) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester. Pa. 19380 

Joseph P. Jr. & Helen o. Costello(Intruaion) 
1400 Strasburg Road 
West Cheater. Pa. 19380 

Laura F. Mccue 
1407 Clayton Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Jerrold w. E'.l.aine s. Hey 
R.D. #4 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 . 

Gary a. Kestler \Intrua1onl 
1406 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester. Pa. 19380 

Elwood J. & Margaret E. Newman 
1408 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Walter E. & Mary E. Bird 
1412 W, Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

John Paul & Yvonne McFadden 
1416 Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

V1rgin1a B. Hines 
1422 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Ernest R. Fling 
1426 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Ernest R, Fling ,,M,i) 
1426 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa, 19380 

John D, & Sara E. Robinson 
1430 w. Strasburg Road 
West Oheatm-, Pa. 19380 



Three 0emeteries -

Bradford 
Friends 
Methodist 

50-6P-52 

50-9-20 

Abbie s. Cann (Intrusion) 
1364 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Elizabeth C. Tanguy(land) 
522 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 



MARSHALLTON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

166 50-6-66 

165 50-6P-l 

163 50-6P-2 

164 50-6P-3 

161 50-6P-9 

160 50-6P-10 

159R 50-6P-ll 

159 50-6P-l2 

158 50-6P-13 

50-6P-14 

157 50-6P-15 

156 50-6P-16 

Campbell Weir 
1407 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, ~a. 19380 

Robert A. & Elaine A. Siter 
1371 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William C. Baldwin 
865 Lenape Road 
West Cheete~, Pa. 19380 

William o. & Lilla H. Baldwin (Hall) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Edgar c. & Jean Henson 
1339 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Earl H. & Anna L. Edwards 
1335 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William S. & Ethel Rose Baldwin 
1331 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Vernon w. & Mary L. Ross 
1327 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Brinton A. & Wife Ross 
1325 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Clarence L. & Sylvia Moore 
1323 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Harry T. &Patricia A. Verngren 
1319 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Robert C. & Emily Oerow 
1313 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 



-:J S0-6P-17 

155 50-6P-18 

154 50-6P-19 

189 50 -6P-7 

192 50-6P-22 

191 50-6P-23 

191 fi 50-6P-24 

190 50-6P-25 

143 50-6P-26 

142 50-6P-27 

141 50-6P-28 

140 50-6P-29 

139 50-6P- 30 

188 50-6P-31 

134 50-6? 

West Bradford Fire Co. 

West Bradford Fire Co. 
1305 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Stephen P. Hoyt (For Friends) 
1480 Sawmill Road 
Downingtown, Pa. 19335 

Marehall ton Village Inc. (School) 
1361 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Virginia L, Mackey 
643 Sugars Bridge Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William H, Jr, & Marguerite K, Ludwick 
629 Sugars Bridge Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Clark R, & Carol J, Smyers 
627 Sugars Bridge Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Helen L, Crawford 
602 Harvey Bridge Road 
Coatesville, Pa, 19320 

Earl & Winifred Johnson 
1297 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

John B. & Ida M. Robinson 
1291 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Jennie Lowrey 
1287 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa, 19380 

Helen & John Miller 
1285 W, Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Joseph F', &: Ruth E, Mattson 
1283 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa, 19380 

Ma rah all ton Methodist Church (Nursery) 

Gray-Perdue 
1265 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 



183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

50-6Q-l 

50-6-Q-2 

50-6Q.-3 

50-6Q-4 

50-6Q-6 

50-6Q-7 

50-6Q-29 

Blanche M. Harper 
1241 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pg. 19380 

Ira & Anna Bennett 
1239 \'I. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Nichael & Sherry L. Jordan 
1233 W. Strasb.lrg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Robert H. & Shirley Gray 
1231 w, Strasburg Road 
West Chester. Pa. 19180 

Eric stephen Behreros 
411 s. Middlero,m Road 
Media, Pa. 19063 

Charles w. & Elizabeth Glisson 
1227 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Evard HallSr. & Helen M. 
600 Jolene Drive 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 
Guy & Margaret Eokroth 
601 Jolene Drive 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Intrusion 

Intrusion 
(Marshallton Farms) 

,,_ 
Intrusion 

15 50-6-93.l Richard M, Jr. &Susan D. Armstrong 
1185 w. Strasburg Road 

14 

131 

132 

West Chester, Pa. 19380 

50-6-100 Harry E, Jr. & Dorothy Cann 
600 Lucky Hill Road Intruesion 

50-6-101.1 

50-6p-71 

West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Donald I & Dolores A. Gallagher 
581 Cann Road 
west Chester, Pa. 19380 

Henson M. Jr. & Mary c. Evans, 
1240 w. Strasburg Road 
Weat Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Douglas R. Barr & Southeast Nat'l Bk, 
c/o Norman H. Hume- " 11 11 

Trust Division, West Chester, Pa. 19380 



J 

133 50-6P-70 

135 50-6P-69 

Mary C. Barclay 
c/o Frank Barclay 
40 St., Jan-es Ct. 
Phila., Pa. 19106 

Michael & Elizebeth Sweeney 
1266 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

135 R 50-6P-68 Richard S, & Ruth iS, Gross 
1268 W, Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

136 50-6P-67 Edward H, & Hazel Busby 
1274 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

137 50-6P-66 John M, Barbara J, Cook 
1280 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

138 50-6P-65 Marshall ton Un1 ted Methodist 
1282 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Marshallton,United Methodist 
Marshe.llton United Methodist 

Church 

Church 

Church 
(Youth Center) 

182 50-6P-64 

182A 50-6P-63 

181 50•6P-62 Marshallton United Methodist Church (Parsonage) 
144 50-6P-61 George Mershon,Jr. & John McFadden 

Me.rshalton Inn 
Weet Chester, Pa. 

145A 50-6P-60 George Mershon, Jr. (Oyster Bar) 
1300 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

145 50-6P-59 George Mershon, Jr. (Marshalton Innt 
1300 W. ~trasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

146 50-6P-58 Hannah D. Williamson 
1318 \'I. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, pa, 19380 

147 50-6P-57 Catherine S. Trimble 
1324 W Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

148 50-6P-56 David P. & Leah L. Johnson 
1328 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

148A 50-6P-55 David P. & Leah L. Johnson 
1328 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 



50-6P-53.l 

50-6P-53 

150 50-6P-52 .1 

151 50-6P-51 

152 $0-6P-49 

153 50-6P-50 

179' 50-6P-48 

180 50-6P-47 

50-6P-46 

50-6P-45.2 

50-6P-45 

50-6P-44.l 

50-6P-44 

50-6P-42 

Margaret Kelly 
1332 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chest~r, Pa, 19380 

William C. & Lilla H. Baldwin (land) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

William C. & Lilla H. Baldt1in (land) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Mary c. Evans (Blacksmith Shop) 
1340 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Ernest F. Jr. & Bobbi Z. Heimberger 
1360 w. Strasburg Road 
West,'Cheeter, Pa. 19380 

William C. Baldwin 
865 Lena.pa- Road 
West Chester, Pa, 19380 

Paul D. & Barbara B. Carpenter 
565 Northbrook Road 
West Chest.er, Pa. 19380 

Emily Wallace 
561 Northbrook Road 
West Chest.er, Pa. 19380 

Henry S. & Nancy Runfield Sable 
559 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Lee w. Stull & Ci.ma E. ~bore 
557 Northbrook Road 
\vest Ch@ster, Pa. 19380 

Gordon L. & Dorothy E, Lewis 
1320 Sherwood Drive 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Martin L. & Cheryl Bagnali 
555 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Howard B. & Mildred A. Lewie 
33 Waterv1ew Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Paul & Phyllis Hall 
539 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Anthony s. & Betty J. Amoriello 
531 Northbrook Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Intrusions) 



• 

167 

177 50-9-20.3 

178 50-9-20.2 

168 50-6P-40 

50-6P-41 

176 50-6P-36 

175 50-6P-36.1 

50-6P-39 

169 50-6P-38 

170 50-6P- 37 

171 S0-6P-36.2 

172 50-6P-35 

173 50-6P-33 

50-6P-34 

17 J,+. 50-6P- 32 

Bradford Meeting 

Mark G. & Patricia K. Curtin 
538 Northbrook Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Michael R. Bretz 
530 northbrook road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

William C. Baldwin ( Center House) 
865 Lenape Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Joseph P. Jr. & Helen G. Coatello(Intrusion) 
1400 Strasburg Road 
\'lest Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Laura F. Mccue 
1407 Clayton Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Jerrold w. Elaine s. Hey 
R.D. #4 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Gary a. Kestler (Intrusion! 
1406 W. Strasburg Road 
Weat Chester, Pa. 19380 

Elwood J. & Margaret E, Newman 
1408 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

Walter E. & Mary E. Bird 
1412 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

John Paul & Yvonne McFadden 
1416 Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Virginia B. Hines 
1422 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Ernest R. Fling 
1426 w. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Ernest R. Fling (._ ,,..,'<\) 
1426 w. Strasburg Road 
West Cheater, Pa. 19380 

John D. & Sara E. Robinson 
1430 W. Strasburg Road 
West Cheste~ Pa. 19380 



. . Three Cemeteries -

Bradford 
Friends 
Methodist 

50-6P-52 

50-9-20 

Abbie S. Cann (Intrusion) 
1364 W. Strasburg Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 

Elizabeth c. Tanguy(land) 
522 Northbrook Road 
West Chester, Pa. 19380 
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JC Olll !J •• all hlst.01 lc>llS- ;--o 
inlnl\cd, It I• lm1,oo.•lhlt lO 11•~. '<'l 
ttu'Ourth ?.brShAllLOn '111:ilhou~ t.ak• ' 
ht( 11, .,ec:ond look. at.lhe rnony t--... 
w•ll•k•1>l bulldlnJS lMl hnvt lhl' '-

I Ir of hAttng been Around " IOJ(a , 
~hl\C-$Ome of then, "S°ll1C" the 
connLy',11 c1\rllcl.:ct. brA lnnln8~- , 

Ollo•or lhc•• buildings-sure lo 1\1 
••kh ·u~pamrbn •llcntlon-1• 
lhc old bl•ck,mllh shop, opornt<d . 
bv WU11ton to1.1dwlck, l\ll.d. O'\'llt"d <:.J 
'Qy Merrill Conu. (!.R 1,-, ,_.,, 

Lud"'lck. one or t.he. ft\\' ~- \ 
malntns; 'b)I\C~)mlths In_ the. COUU•. 
t1 im: DllU'U\gea to keep bul-y f\vt 
~;y. • ~•re)t but hi• tr•d• hos 
ch1',0ecd r,oosldci·B.bly iinct .. t i 
nu~-lrnmtd tt 53 Yl'l\rs .,,.,.o. a~ 
lhc •~• ol 15. • • . : 
, Prlmarnr, lh• ehanat ha• •••11 
In the kind or h01'$tS snod, .\ l ont 
time- hi.& 'l,uslnu• wh •lmosl 
,iltirtlY "'Ith letm hor>es bill now 
th [~ ~re \'"f l•w lt\rm homs 
lr~ . Ludwkk a equine cu!tcm\Ur I 1\0V1· are itlmo~l rxclu:iJyeJy rldlnr 
Gild 5hov. hor&ca:. • ,. .. · : 

,. • wn,on 'll'Otk Also usect lo b• •ii 
hnporl•nl put • oi lho • black-

, l' ' amllh'a buslne,-, but . , hftl, \.Oo, i 
h•• pas,ed Into h1•lo1y, Ludwick, 
ho•·tl'er, ,LIii hM some ol lhc old , 
C<)Ulpmcnt U!Od b:r hi• falher In 
maktn~ • 'waion. ~·heels and alee\ 
tires. -·,. ,,. .• ., .:. ::· . . 
• As l'li!h evc1'l1 other rommodn1 
and scr\llc,, . pr1.cesi'" "Joo, have 
changed coQsldorably since Lud-
wlrk 1lr1t lenrnt<l the Lr~dt 1n1 IPOJ: At thU time_ IJ.?.e_chat~e 12t· 
ihoeG1g a hor..se was from 80 cenla 
to Sl.2~. N...- lhe cost Jg ti 2. i 

AllhO\JJh Ludwick and his bro-
\he~ bol.h ronowcd In lhch·· rath-
er·• .!oolsl.l,ps• as blRck,imlths 
Ludwick'• two gons have pursuea 
diJJercn~.oeeul)tltlons. Rob•rt, whd 
pl a red, 11,11no1· leaauo bMcbo II tor 
about nine Ye\J·•· It now 'll'Ol'klng 
at Wyeth, lnc .. nhd Wllllnm, Jr., 
I• l!tnployed In U1c · 6ffice or 
Do~·nlhsto~·n 'PAll<'I' CO, 

Mr. and Mi$. Ludttolck "ho· h.(\VC 
tl'i·o d1urhtcrs, , , .. \,' 
• Ludwlcl lhli,k. . It is··" shnme 

lh•~ no 1ow1~ nie,1 •~m lo ~• 
1111m,.-ted In tl1• trnde •Ince he 
Irrh there I\ 111 be n dcmnnd ror) 
blncksm1th~ fo1• :i. 1onc tlm,- to 
'-'J'",u: d,·~•fJlk Lilt.! ll(• 1·i.•1t:,11•1;, n..,1,.;:-
l,IOIJUl;lllu1,. 

'l'ht MOr~ha.lltvn bl.H;k:1111llh 
nuw <Joe1 mm:h or hla wu1·k cm th• 
1·oad, \1·avel1111 r1·om one farm to 
another. Among 111, cu~tomc:ra, 
sculten.~d ove1· a 12-mUe rua1U$ I ot Marsh0Uto11. Ure lhe Brandy .. 
wine l111n1 club and c,·cb1lly, forms. 

Wheu Lud\Ykl(, .nrat. le,u lled lht 
trade Wlde1· hi• laU1en tlU,sl~it, 
Ule fttmHy busfne::1$ was "~ Noi-t1t-
b1·ook. 4,tcr. Ludwlek• work•d •• 
.., black~•nl(i, tor, Matth•~• uunb 
In Coate.viii•.· · , 

u, htt.J been 1tt. tUe Mntihnllton 
block,mlth £hop ro1· about 20 
yc«r8, Before thnt, he a.lso Oper-
attd hb fnthcr·s fort,ncr ahop a\ 
Nortilb1·ook, 

um1ua111 me PIC(Dincctit DIJck-
1011th Jhop lqoks u lho11ah It 
conld easily dale b•c~ to the llev. 
oluUon or before-, the exncl arc 
or !he building II rurrenlly un-
known. Ntlllitr L1t<lwl1;~ no,· 
Caun. Lhc owner, htwe 1.u.•en ttUJe 
to c,tab1JS11 U1e , .. cl docc ol l11e 

1 bulldlnJ'4 con~lruclfon, 
Record:r at, the t'O\Ult.y HiilOl't• 

cal "locJcty, however, )how U1ilt 
tll• bulldln8 hu be•n•OPerated uJ 
,. btocksmlth •bop u leul •Inc, 
1844. At that Urue George MAx .. : 
ton t-ook ov~1· tht- shop an(f was 
the prolJ1•fet.-01· unUl t 8tH whrm he 
wns aucc:~edcd by John Cunnlug- J 

h.run, or Downingtown. Aft.er Cun .. ' 
nlnalmn, ••me Wllllnm S. Kc•-1 
man, \Vho was a 'squire In addl-
Uon to b•lna a btack•mllh and 
heard cue.s In t.he shop, usJna a 
1aom U~t.tl.h;s: toi°' living' q\larleJ·t, 
Lud\l.'lck toUowcd Keennn. 

Ou tho u.vca·e.e.i: Ludw!ulc .;hoe,
1 abQui five horse, • day but h• I 

can •·• en111fi...OJ1t..Aa,w,ca,:•~ 
hhcn l)c ;1n1• i,::,; r,at!u.r \\"J"" • i_• 

,IS •l I.Citm, :shO(.I :£5, ·1 he1e W~:,: 
Kl~ OIIC dOY U1b yen,· "ltt"ll Luu .. J 
~•le-~ shod 11 ll~&cll, • • 

111 11111 hi.to1·lc bl•r~;mlth •hop,: 
Ludwick has a colttcllon of Svme • 
or the cool$ or ye~teryea,•, hand-
n,n~• by hi$ rnu,.,-, The .i1op, • 
lomlmurk !reque,,Uy llhotog,-apt,.1 
ed by Vl>ltors and IJA{nted by ort-1 
t.&t6, wos or><:n ou Chtttcr County 
Day ••veral ,~= asq. , 

L 4-.2.-1crs7· 
Br JACK UcCUFPEltT 
Of TA• Lotq/ N•u,, St"// 

In thi~ Bl:,Ce ol suµersonh: jets, 
high, - comprc-.uion tnelne,1 end 
power .. dr-lveu farm machinery, 
Wllll•rct H. Ludwick ol 111ar;holl-
lon is rore fvJdence that the' 
ra~ldly • dyJn11 blacksmlth ll'ode' 
live• on ·10 Chc$l•r County. , • 

'fhr atmosphere at Ludwick'i 
lhop on no 4 Is almost a 1cirbon 
copy ot that crc•t•d by Longtet-
low In his lints on ''Tho vma 1o 1 
Dh1ck~mllh," \Vlllc-h many w1Uj 
remember from their ca1·ly sd,l,)ol 
.d11v1. 'rt•~ only thing U,at •••ms 
lo bo 01l'5lna la lho ·•pre,dJngl 
chc,tnut tree. 
One Ot A Few 1 • ' 

•Ludwick, who wil\ i.e 69 in 
Ju11e, Is one or tho lcw n;moJnln~ 
smlll,ys wl,o,c moJor· wor)t I, slll! 
dovol~d. lo . I~• at1 ot 'shoein,: 
horsc:s. Unlike 9the:rs who have, 
remnined in b\h1.ness by ·conc~n ... 
Vatlng on the rep,.lr of run, 
machinery, Ludwlok •!!11 depe11<1• 
on horses for the majo,· part of 
hf• bread •n.l buller. 
_J:;;u:~pt _l9r Q~casiou@L J..Q1);_[!tP 
th,: low~h1p, lllCh SIS s.ln1r1,cnln& 
1md tc'mpc.fil!&...,l®J.~ be doc$ Lbe 
~arne Woik todny tRnL hQ hns bCCii 
!doing r~r the P••l 54 Y••r.. 
, Ludwick btgnn ••-• blackomlllt 
'whcn he Wi'l!t 15 .. yc.nrs•old. Ha 
did lo roluctanllY, but according to 
the wishes or hl1 f:lthcr who also 
hnd dcvolNl • li(Nlmc to . tM 
trade ln ChcstL•r CQunly. .: 

•lnhorllcd Job 

~

I "My Rnlllcj.t~li1cr wos ,( ~lock,. 
1nlll1,-to_o ,'', "Ludwick ~xplam<,d, 
'and lh, .)IC:n'll l,ac'k 'w~ro nmnz 
c my co(1slh$ 1tild unties.'· 

t Moat . o! Ludwick'•• Prc.<011{, 
work Is do1le lor rkt111,i 'club$ cir 
Oil t•hriw hOtf!~S. He !UU ~h'>C$ nn 
avtur<c ot f-,ur or tivo h.o-r.s'cs Ai 
dA.y ur around 1,500 In Utt y,enr, • 

Mulliply this l••I ngurc by the 
H Years lh•l Lud\"l•k -has· b<,crt 
On U1e Job end you Rd,an imprc~.!, 

t
• al~e-numllcr. Evc11 so lhal life•, 
ffrtJ. l~ccord would probably 6c ~UJ 
undrrtsllmotc, ,Jnce l..urlwlclc can1 
rccalJ when h~ $!tqd 17 hOr.$Cs m 

,a. sln9lc day. '- '1~2..-.57 , I 
.. J ''Ilikk' In tho old days we 'uset1'1 
;Ii> icl $2,50 !vr a Job," he ex-· 
'ploino<t1 "while. today Jt •••I• he• 
IWCCn +a. llllc\ $16," .- , , •• 

••,While praolic.11 •nough to Ad-
',n)t ihn! gornc o( the mclhod< and 
tool! used In the old days Hove 
long flnce lost Ulcir value, the 
hRrd-worklng •mf(hy doc,tn•t lry 
,to';J\Jde tr•fe.s at nostalgia •bout 
illlo. Ume •·when hor•o, wore .. 
COllUru>nf>laoc •• today•• ilroclcnr. 
scotu ot roof• • . ., ., 
•• Sllll banging In hi$ shpp ico 
dozens o( heavy old ••- J011g 
•l>••l•I•. J le olso keep, •~•ne wn-
fOD •hnJls ~nd whc.,I rims, tho 
d•mand !or ,rcpafrlnti WIJiCh fell 
00' .S,ears 'BAO: ,In, another• C:Othpr) bt • hlt .shop; Ari!', k~~ol tools, 
ma~f ot: lMm made )>t }i!!, .tau,. 
er which nre o( no u~e Sa, r. tor 
a lr,,ri.;u,·c ~·hr~t of r11rm,,,·,~-t 

-.., f,.tt \11'•1'r"I, .,,. I·,: ,I , ,..,, 

• ~Jtemical sor-aY iO ...,..k-,,.-P-flics'. 
orr horsc,s. But Just "5 he has 
been dolor tor hAlC a ccmury 
Ludwick cha.scs the r>ests awrii 
with a horse's tall whlch «$Cm-
ble• a dust broom. 

Ludwick sun makes ma.~y ot 
his ;hoes Crom scratch, that Js 
tr o rh • strip or mcl•L On th~ 
ready-made sho<!s he does use be 
Unl,hos the toe., ··~ h•els. ' 

Sport.a f11n.s tnay remember tmc 
of Ludwlok's,• sons,· Bob il-!lo 
pflchcd Ior hlnc y oil i' • 't,i tho 
Brookl)'ll Do<lgors' form chain ho-
lore hnnging Up bis splk .. lo work 
wltil W,-cth 111 West Choster. An-
olhcr son, WIiiiam Jr., work., in 
lhc •offlce or t h c Downingtown 
Pape~ Co. L,rdwlok nifb hM two 
doughkrs, Mr$. Uah Johnson ol 
M3rsnlilllon:Ond-J.-f 1-., n,,·,r., Tie-
mcntcr o( Colwyn, and s e. v en 

1 &~•"dchlldreo~ . 
Antlent Shop --

The •bop In which Ludwick 
works is • slory by ltscJ!, Ju,t 
how old the .shop ls no OnQ f.r.tms 
to know, allhough It ls b<>ijcved 
to date b,,clt to tho Rcvolulionnry 
War days. 

Slgnillcanl (hough lhls 1110 y l,c 
H ls stlll overshadowed by' th~ 
clanglna sledge ol thc,man Inside 
with his lllrge ond •incwy hand• 
,In mule sl<ln npcon M l•bors dally 
At his hearth with mef•J shoes 
anvil and lohg•. ' 

Like lho smithy '" Lon,rronow's poem: 
~'Each morning aco.s som~ 1 ask 

bcg~n 
''tnch evrnln,it secs il c-Jo:-:c-. . ,'' - • 



Throueh a section of the faml.cnd of Pcnnsylvania,ovcr ,.hills ar,d past SUMY 
fields,a fa,'llou,:: old road Winds its ~.ay,As this hi~h,7ay pursues its cours) throui;h 
the couutry,helping men o~ their journeys,it occasionclly getc tired of el\':'Sys 
c;o1 ng sc ;hero ,cr,d so ,once in g. t;hil.£, in it& trevels, it slot,s dorm and takes a 
rest.One~! these nauses comes when the old road forms tl,ie main street of a little 
country villeze kno,•n to those r.ho kno17 it at all as l:.ari;hallton.Here it forgets 
it&elf, flcttons out between tl"to ro,-is of trcec and houses,and beco:::ies the most 
importent pnrt of the country metropoli&,If no should follo~ th1s route and approach 
the village froc the east sicio, the first indication of anything unusual ahood Tlould 
bo a s:i;n, cor.ir-..anciing all trespa&sers on the soil of !.1arshall ton to "run sloTT". 
This is c good suggestion,t'or. it is utterly beneath the dignity of such n sedate 
oid place,to have ·1~pudent automobiles come scurrying through,disturbing the 
hc.bj tuel cr>l.-:1.Go ,;uietly on :,.nd notice the "houses, They doze behind their protecting 
ro'7s oi ;i;tdestic trees -.nd seem to &ay "Behold the houses of ?.'.arshall ton.lfone can . ' surpt,ss them. "A nen coat of paint ; s an unheard of thing here ,and besides it v:ould 
SDOiltbe atmosphere of honorable c.r.d drowsy antiqui. ty which envelopes the village 
like a cloud.We pas·s on do,m the street ir. a·,.e.,::,at is tt~f" we see?"A store?"someo?1e 
timidly su~gests."!7o,the store,"is the proud reply.This G13'!5ce is one of the most 
important buildings in i.:arshallton, being the i;ossii: -,ar}:ot as ,·.ell &s the food 
markot and also t'·,e i;eneral meetin!; place of the men's club .011e buyz hero cnythini; 
from bread to boo11!1. and binder tv:ine,sees the villagers in their ne.tive haunt,and 
gets a ehar.ce to er.swer the never o::iitted query, "Gona rain?" l~n he had seen the 
store,the casual observer mif;ht think he r,ad conpletea the tour of the village,but 
just before the streel splits in three ane the main road shrinks to its usual size, 
, •·d ler.ves !:ar,;hallton with a yawn, there ere two intensley interestin& old buildings. 
O,:o ia the home of Hu.-.phrey Mo.rahall, tho foundor of tho villae;e ,v.ml the other 1s 
the Fri.ends' J,lc1:ting House. When one realizes that the Meeting House was built in 
17(0 anc that Hwnphrey t.iarshall constructed his house,uitb his (?•In ha!lds,not long 
after, the historical, 1mportance of this seemingly insigni ficent 11 ttle village 
be!;ins to dawn.We stand and look up at the magnificant old i;iants of trees gmtrding 
the little tieetini; House, l7i th 1 t,; old stone mounttng block,and think a11ay bacl: to 
the times y;hcn the Indians hunted,perhaps in this very spot,in the midst of dense 
"forcsh ,and the firot sottlers croosed the. oce-in to live in the colony of Pennsyl-
vania.An old leeend comes to our mind end we suddenly remember that Deborah's Rock 
is nenr t•· is very village. 'l'his rock has or. it the supposed foot print or that most 
beauti!u"· Indian maide~Deborah,who jumpec. from the top do,-m into the Brand,'\'line, 
to escapiVai, e>:ceedir.gly wicked chief who r,·.s chasing her. This ts a very romantic 
stor_y, wnil one J.oo-l,s at the root print.'l'h~n,alaos ,a good bit of the ero::ic.11cs disappears 
be~ause the mark is several sizes too big for a dainty heroine,and r.e begin \o 
get skeptical. 

Yoars after Debor11h had gone to her r,atery grave,the English colonist~ JOade 
their first• a.9ponrnnce in tho -:.-ildernesses.l"lben enout;h settlers had arrived on tho 
scene, the !.!ectini; House was built and gradually a small villase grew up around it. 
About thic tbe Hur.:pbroy I.Jarshnll bu11 t his hown,ncar the r.ieotinz hou~e .l:!.e TIils 

getting to be quHe an important can then,because of his extensive !rno17led;:e of 
botany. There are still around hl.s house some rr.mnants of a renlly fine colloction of 
treos that he plentGd,So!!te of which Tlere very rare,ar,d cn.'!lC from distant patts of 
tho worle .HUJ:lphrey :.:arshall is mentioned especial].y, 1n a biogra.9hy, for the "aid and 
couns~l ho afforaea in projecting and orgonizing that valuable ins~i:tut.ion for tlfo 
education of youth 1the Westtown Boarding ScJwol. 11 

Duri.ni: the time that Hu.-,,phroy J.!nrshc.ll "1...s carrying on his botanical work, the 
village r.r.s growine,and leter w0 s nl\l,1od after,h11~ in :~(;:nor; 01 !l:l.s ir~,:o ac one 01 
the nrot American Dotanist,;:.In t.l:e course o! time it became necessary to choose a 
county seat for Chester County .?,'.c.rshallton was then a thrivin& village,!uri:er than 
Woi:t Cl:ester,which concisted mostly of the Turk's Head Inn.It was situated al.most· 
directly in the center of th(; cour,ty .end bec:iui:e of this.had been serious1-v thou.,ht. 

.. 



UJ) Jv; iit-,i-·'t.f;n -u,,d 

/f.,t3 
: n~ the county sent. !lo~:cvcr, r:hen the t•-:e ccme for t';c decision, the far::iers of 
1,c nd ghbor'iood banded together and d~cl<red that they positively v:ou.ld not hear 

.cr~h~llton beco~ins the county seat.Their excellent reason for this decision 
t t' - t. <' rin~ t!:c, ti.:;;e that court v1as in sc::sion ,a !::OOd ma11y boys would rrob[.bly 

omt to tcmi, Lnd these i>ruder.t far:,ers w•·re v<,ry mu oh afrli1d th:. t th& boys nould 
-!ct>l their cp..-1cs.Of cou.rse,nothing could stand In face of such lo:ic LS this,so 
th,:, advocates of the stop "ere forced to ei ve 1n,and t.o this day the villa~e re,~r.ins 
r. vi llnze and sr,ends its ti::ie dro.vsi 11 dreiuinz of the good old da,·s, blissfully 

'10r~nt tor tho :!lost part of a r:;ood bit of wh .. t is zoing on in tho uorld.:l'len a 
trr. ~er co~es •nt~ their Midst,the older people look curiously at hL~,~et all 
-~ ci • ild, c.nd :,u-~hle to the~celves, "ifou dear :::e, 1',hoso ;;n.ndchild' s that?" 

0 ~·"·.llton, thou;;h no longer an i·,;,c:-tc.nt CO'ltcr,ir, still 1.nttircst\"15 c.s a 
"Cl'.l 'Py.Ever:· d!ly lih thor~,o,ie ~ust a:lut,1s not suroliod -.-:1th V'Jr'".l =:-y 
~rills,but the villab~ is rot.lly of int~raGt,and holds - c1arm,and ~ostly bocnuse 

> f its cal.,l and U"ldic turbed sle3pir.ess. T"1e enter ti:.in:1e,its of the i?ihabi tun ts are 
~i,·,c.yc rather interoetin3 too,on t.ccqunt Qf ccrto.i"I ch:..ractor1stics 1 i1lnh -nre 
-one rally pretty obvious. F· f instc.nce d:u-in::; the SU.'!l!:ler there ara alw,,ys o-:iportu~i ties 
for festivals.No'\"/ a festival is an oocf\s!,ci•1 of ;reat i:~port:i.nce and excite~<i:it. 
ro ~et a?'I idea of the delii;htsof one of t~ese joyful eve:1ts,look at a stra,·,b!lrr;-
;e•tival thnt 17as held ne::ir l.;9.rshallto" sev".lral years ago.At this jubilee thero 

• e exnctly two !'Ossibili.ties for enteri~1,-,-~!'lt,_!>laring bnseball,and eating ice 
r~:i l. The basebt 11 game "as rather hnndicap,:1od b;· the lack or an u~pi.re ,and so, 

, f ort:.inately, Ttt ::.·1bled the B"l"''"l ..,.,.e ting of an :icco::1"1lished dob-tin:; society 
~ch more than i .1 did a· exhibi tien of ballplnyin:;. '!':1• s ·•cc rec th<"r disc oi,ira3i-i:;, 
~p~cinlly to th'/ spcctators,and to cnp th• cli.-:1><X,in the r.iidst of a heated argu·,cnt, 

• d:;- ran a·,,ay wit~ serond base.The coo!or halt of the pr<>zr:i,n,havi,:z gottc'l loot 
:,r thr· nttc;n:;it to lo~nte the party,didn 1t arrive until everyone m1s ~ettin3 rcapy 
to leave the festive grounds. 

In the ·,1inter, of course, ther& is th::.t h1$hly imporbnt social function, tho 
C!Jrist~::s entortoironent.Snnta Claus co~ea bustling into the roo~ to the cheerful 
scc011pan1:::ent of sleighbclls ,as 1s the cust0:t1 in 1Jost such entcrt:cinmcnts ,pcrht.ps 

iluces his !lo,·:in:; \TM te bet:rd a did the 3en~ral ~xct tement, besto-:-:s boxes ot delicio11s 
e::.nc.y on the :. s~tr..icl: ·1• "bcr: of t,10 you..n::;er ienoration,and exits gail.y a:aid 
rou?1ds of a:>plause. A"!other el\ ceedini;ly thrilline fonn of a.-.iuseneut dur1~ t'.10 ·,1inter 

Qllson is the illustr!.\tcd lect..ire.Th.>se educ:itional ieasts are especi:i.llr/ \nspiring 
'b"causo of the intorcctl.ug tendency tho ::-l.ctures h:i.vo ct co'n::; Jntc the l:,.ntern 
"ight side up and co1"1i.11g out on tho screen c·ron;; ~1 do u:1. This doocn' t really :nako 
v•,ry much difference though ,as SO!ll~one r&.l::.rked ,and the talks 6.re sure to be 
,ppreciated any~ay,especially if they are free. 

1;nrshallton does try in a way to kee~ up m th the times.Tnke for instance an 
ld far,or ;:ho all his life hnd drlven a horse.One day ,as has happened to so r.u,ny 

:,~O!)l& ,he bou;;;r.t a sure enough auto~obile ,a Ford,naturally ,and after a while 
lo:ir"ICd enou~h Lbout it to drive proudle up to the store.Hero an old acquaint:ince 
:;t"ppfd up to a<bire the glistening e.xp1.nca of brand no,, auto:;iobile and to discuas 
•>.c potato cro;>,or sono s.ich vital topic.In tho midst of the confs.bulatton the 
4r:pertinent Ford st,.rtcd to coast r;ently do\Yn the street.The owner ,still dt'op in 
~1.!lver·sution,eavc, t'ie steering -heel a mi!;hty jerk,and roared at hie shining 

-utpnge, in o tone o! co::roand, "i'lhoa, tho re!" 
So :Jar shall ton lio,;, surrou"ldod by fer ti.le fields and pro3russi ve tonns ,a 

l 1.c of the, ::;,,odl old days ::.:.at does tt ::m ttor thou:;h, if it isn't absolutely up-
,,._t:ie-•;inute ,Tho ::iore we tl lnk obo11t t t, the more, we realize that the bud.ncss of 
•• is villa:;c, :cnd the tboucands of ot'lers like it au ovsr the 1rorld is tt. give us 

• rett from cor.tinuol pro;;ress:,Ye :nny be inclined to lr.ui;h at its slee;-iness,but 
t the snl'l!o tilAe ,-,e love it for t'1e quuint :nemodes it holds of our ancestors :>l')d 
: ii "I@S, the like of Yij\i.e!I we shall never see. 

--- -



Reprinted from DAILY LOCAL NEWS - Thursday, March ll, 1.948 •• • 

. ,.. . , .. . .. , 
EARL:i UAYS IN MARSHALLTON ARE RECALLED 

Writer remembers Sarah Hughes as Teacher of unusual. ability • , • 
Some Old Properties 

• 

I have no doubt that the majority of reat;l.ers of the Daily focal News will. not be 
interested in this arT,icle, but I thought perhaps some of the people who are still 
living and had at one time lived in the old town of Marshallton and the ones who are 
living there now might be interested in reading it. Marshall.ton and its older 
inhabitants and their occupations back tn the late 16O1s and early '7O's, as recal.led 
by a: former resident then in his early youth, writes George P. McFarland, South Walnut 
Stree-t. 

• 
Beginning on the hill just east of the village l.ived Maris Woodward on the farm owned 
ancl occupied for many ye~rs by William I. Reeves, who recently sold it to William 
Kil.lifer who is now occupying it as a home. Mr. Reeves reserved enough ground and bas 
lately bu.U t himself a nice home on the western slope of the farm facing the road. 

The property down in the fielc, opposite the ntleves' new ho:ne, formerly known as the 
Abe !1artin farm now belongs to the Canns, and is occupied by Homer Cann. The new house 
on the eastern edge of this farm, commanding a spl.endid view of th.:i Brar.c.Yl:ine Valley 
to the south, -was built a few years age by Harry Ca._'1fl, Jr., who resides there. 
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SUPER:l<ll TEACHFRS ••• In one half of the next double house lived the Hughes sisters, 
Eli.zabeth and Sarah. Elizabeth was the housekeeper and it was with her that the schoo1 
teachers generall.y boarded. Dr. Francis Harvey Green resided with her during his 
teaching at Marshallton School. Sarah Hughes was a school teacher and at one time 
taught the Marshall ton School (in the old school-house, of course). She was an excellent 
teacher and very thorough in her teachings. The writer gained more knowledge .from her 
than an;y teacher he ever studied under. The Hughes I sisters were sisters of the late 
Jackson Hughes who conducted a tailor shop and clotting store on Gay Street, West Ches't:.er, 
in later years. 

The other half of the double house referred to was occupied by dif"ferent owners, one of 
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continued butchering and attended market in the old market house (West Chester) fo1· m.iny 
years. At that time there were twenty-five acres belonging to the property. In the 
year :following his purchase of the property, he built the present barn. The writer of 
this article bougnt the property in 1897 from the estate of John Steele, former owner 
and proprietor of the Mar:shall ton Hote'.L. At t.1-iat time there were only eight and one-italf 
acres of land, the rest having been sold to the hotel owners, the Steele's, some years earlier, 

The next property in our travel down the street is the old blacksmith and wheelwr;!.gpt 
shop. The first blacksmith the writer remembers was George Ma>..-ton who wasfoll"owed by 
John Cunningham then by Wm. Keenan and still 1.ater by the present occupant, Wm. Lu.dwic::;:. 
The first Wheelwright I recall was E:llis Hughes (brother of the Hughes sisters referred 
to above) then followed Caleb Wickersham -who afterwards moved to Unionville. Nex:t came 
George Cunnir,gham who occupied the shop for a great many :,ears, he being no relation to 
John. The present shops including a lot ai·e owned !:>y Merrill Cann, a prominent resident 
of Marshallton. 

The next large stone house is owned by Harry E. Cann, President of the Eastern Sales Co., 
Esco Building, West Chester, ;mo resides therein. !'tr first recollection of this property 
was \n<1-t o! owner, Dr. Moses Marshall, who in later yea:rs, retired to his farm on the 
Northbrook Road (later known as the Matlack F.arm) where he died and was the tirst Qne 
buried in the Bradford Qemeter;y at Marshall.ton in 1871. The property has changed hands 
maey times in the last 75 years. 

The little old stone house that stood on the northwest corner of the lawn and faced the. 
street was torn do,m \.lhen the new To,m Hall was built, to get the stone. The property 
at that time was owned by Wm. Keenan, the vill.age blacksmith. The new stone ho-:ise at 
the rear of this property built by the late Milton Durnall is now owned by MerriJ.l Cann· 
who resides there. 

THAT OLD STORE ... The old stone store property just across the drive from the Cann 
homes, has quite a chain of o,mers and occupants in its history. The front or the ne~ 
to the street was used as a store as long as the writer can reP?e.-nber, the first store-
keeper bemg. in my recollection, Albert P. HaJ.l who moved to ':lest Chester and opened 
up business on North Church Street. Following Ya-. ifall was Thomas Temple, who came, 
from Lionville and next came Robert B. Lilley, he havir.g moved from the old Ceni;~ House 

which he was operating. Hr, Lilley kept the soon, fer a nu1:1ber of years a."la '.•,::..s 
~m~er also. Later he bought t!:le Hi:mphrey .Marsl,all Estate di.fectly across the 
Strasburg Road -where the botanical garden was pl:inted and much of which still thrives 
there. When Robert lliley moved to his new home., the store was rented to Reuben S:i.ndell, 
a man from Reading who oonduct.ed it fo:· a year or so t.hen the store was taken o·,er by 
McFarland & Lilley; the former a ,brother of tile wTiter and the latter, Walter S. LU:1.ey, 

.............. n; of :lhe ower, This firm Cooducted 1,ha st.are _a_numutU!-~-.e.a:c.s-lM'.ben r.; J 1 e:v Wi tbdrew •. < 



to go to farm!.ng. !{y brother, Fred McFarland, continued on ft;)r several years when he 
bought a small farm adjoining the village, the brick home of which faced the west end 
of the drive leading past the old Friend's Meeting House. This house was built by 
Israel Lamborn (father of Townsend Larnbron) and was owned and occupied by Kl.izabeth 

• Millison, Wife of Richard, who kept the Center House Hotel in earlier years. The place 
,t ,as changea hands since Mr. 1-x:Farland's death and I think it is now owned by Mr. Tanguy 

who is Superintendent of the Count;y_fuime, now a Sta-ce Institut,ion. At t_.his time an 
energetic young man (and, I think, just married) took over the store. His name was 
Harry E. Cann and he ran the store for a time, when he engaged in other pursuits and 
·has been raost successful in his other enterprises. 

(to be continued) 

EARLIER DAYS IN AND NEAR MARSHALLTON 
John Steele recalled as the f:ixst proprietor of Old Hotel 

IN CENTENNIAL YEAR 

In going on down the strt,..~t in our Marshallton Rambles, we come to the old Center 
House Hotel sitting at the forks of the roads leading to Embreeville and Northbrook. 
The first proprietor I recall was John Steele who afterwards moved to -che upper hotel 
and was followed at the Center House by Robert B. Lilley. I believe after Mr. Lilley 
left the hotel, it never was g.•anted a license to sell liquor again. In after years 
it was occupied as a restaurant and then a store. 

The next building going up the Strasburg Road was owned by William RP-ese who kept a 
restaurant there, having 1ice cream in swnmer and oysters in winte£, writes George P. 
McFarland, South Walnut Street. -

•;The neJ."t house was the Ca.',)enter house where Thomas Carpenter lived, who had 
,manufactured hats (mostly the old Quaker vru.•iety) farther out west of the town. He 
'had two daughters, Hannah and Ellen. Ellen Carpenter married William Hi.ckman who 
;lived their married life at Pocopson Inn, now the property of Hayman Orchards. We 
'have in our borough two sons of this marriage, Joseph Hickma,il,, late of Kennett Square, 
now at the Hickm;m Home, and Marshall B. Hickman, proprietor of the Turk's Head Hote.1.. 
The latter marrioed Florence Parker_, daughter of Jas, G. Parker, ex-Sheriff of Chester 
County and they last, month celebrated their golden anniversary. 

In the next house as we travel westward lived Robert and Caleb Buffington. They were 
both bachelors, retired farmers, and Caleb was school director for a number of yearc. 
I have no doubt quite a few of the older scholars of the Marshallton School remember 
Caleb, He bought a clock for the school and every week on a certain day he went to 
the school and wound the clock. 

Next to the Buffington•s house came George Smith, a carpenter by trade, who assia-ced 
in building n-ost of the houses that were buil.-c in the 18o•s. 

Next, the horn& of Dr. John B. Temple, and the next and last house hs.s had so man,,-
owners and tenants that the writer cannot recall them all. The first one l remember 
was Moses Keech. a shoernalcer by trade who carried on that work. He was the father 
of the late Joseph Kifch who was a conductor on the P,R.R. and ran from West Ches,;er 
to Frazer. 

GOOD IRON WORK.ER ••• Corning back to the eastern end of the village, we start on tne 
north side of the street or road. The first, house was occupied by one Joseph Bound~ 
a blacksmith by t.rade who made all the iron work for the Embree craciles and scythe 
pol 7s. • .. . . 
Next a frame house built by Townsend Lamborn as an investment and now occupied by 
the owner, Emmett Smith, a grandson of the elder Emmett, t'1e tebacconist. 
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Th.e nex:r. h~1.1se adjoining was also built by Towm,end Lamborn ;;here he and his mother 
liyed un't-il the::.r deaths. The home is now the property ot Carl B. McFarland, whose 
fat.her, the late Harry J. M::Farland, haVing previously owned it and carried on pump 
ma,ld.Qg and plumbing. 

Ju.st across the drive is the house James Young built tor himself in 1877, he haVUJg 
retired from his farm u,p near Shady Side Schoolhouse. After his death there were 
several different owners, among the later ones being Samuel Hc.filister and wife, who 
resided there until their deaths. ' 

The nex:t house was built by Gregg Clayton, n the early 170 1 s who owned a farm west 
of Marshall.ton, lately the property of the 1.ate Wilbur BaldWin. Clayton in his earlier 
days was a hatter by trade. He also built tbe brick house that stands at the forks of' 
the road at Dogtown, that suburban town of Marshal.lton. Barton J. Harper now owns a.nd 
resides in the Gregg Clayton house. 

IN' CENTENNIAL YEAR ••• ,Next came the M.E. Parsonage built by members of the church in 
1876. 

The next house adjoining the parsonage, now owned by and occupied by Joseph Mattson, 
was built by Hiram Babb (carpenter by trade) in we year 1876 or 177. The house later 
cBllle into possession of Eber J. Young who rB11cdeled it and m:,ved from his farm into it.. 
The late Hiram Babb was also a pUlllp maker and worked for iey father for a number of years. 

The.double hous~s ~djoining the Mattson home were built by Wilson Yow1g who owned the 
large farm near Young's Schoolhouse. They were built, I think, in 1877. His sister, 
Rebecca, and a niece, Allnie Guthrie, lived there a nwnber of years, The other half 
or the ho112e was re.'lted out. 

We nex:t come to the house on the corner of the Dowuingt.own road, now owned and occupied 
by Earl Johnson, In my earliest recollection 'this house was occupied. by l1oses s. 
Woodward. He 1tas a son of -'ames Woodward, one of the earliest settlers in Harsha.111-on, 
'Whose home -was where the Embree girls' home was in later years. The only things I 
remember Moses doing was going aroun1 among the farmers in the winter time and helping 
them butcher an:! in the summer time, he made Jee creS!l!_on a commercial scale for picniqs 
-and the like. We boys used to hang arov:ilcr"frl.s place and he wou.ld put us to work pwnping 
water out of the ice house which had accumuJ.ated from zr.elted ice. We were aJ lowed the 
pr:tvilege or licking the paddles of the big freezer. 

DROLL CONSTABLE , •• Moses was also constable of the township and it was said of him 
that when he want to a p},ace to arrest anyone he would call out whe11 he got within 
hearing distance, "Look out, bucld.es, I'm acoming,n which would give the parties a 
chance to escape. In the S11Dl!11e:rtime Moses set out in his front yard on an old bench 
under the shade of an old catalpa tree and call to most every lll!Ul who came past, 
"Come in, buckie, and tell us all you know; 'twon 1t take you long." Moses was a great 
character. He was a large broad shouldered man and quite fleshy. Before he died, 
he requested that a bunch of wood shavinge be placed under his head in his coffin, 
His wish was carried out for his brother, 1.'i,tus, and "11 fa"t.her put the pi.lJ,ow un1e.,. his 
head, Titus was a bschelcr and boarded at the Hotel as long as I knew him. He was a 
CJrpenter and stair builder and one of the best. 

MARTIN MFRC!ilUITS • • • This bringa ,,is to the brick store across the Downingtown Road, 
built by George Martin a.way back in ,;,he early 1800 1.s. The ~ginal store was burned 

, down some y~1:, i!g_O and was rebuilt by hif' son, Olive.r Marti.'),. George ran ,,h-9 store 
as long as he was able, then his son, Abram,, "took o-rer; then Oliver and lastly, Nelson 
Martin, Oliver's son, ran it.for a time. S:ince then, it has been sold several ti.mes 
and rented out to different storekeepers. It is now' in the possession of Fred Hoopes 
and Marshall Chambers and his mother, Mre. EJ.izabe't-h Wickersham C:hambers • rent the store portion. 
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Tb.- ni:xt house west, of the store was wbere Jamscs Embree and family lived, now the home 
of Axuhur l:!all and the stone house nearby i.'here ~;rs. Charles Yvung lives was 'the shop 
where James manufactured cradles and ~cytheilcle3. H1.s son '1iillirur. G. Embree, carried 
on the business after his father's death. tex Embreil moved ids b-'1$iness from 
Marshallton, Nelson Loller bought the property and conduct.ad a cigar store for many years 
It became !mown as "Congress Hall" where all th'3 Joafer3 congregated to "swap lies and • 
chew the fattt (and also tobacco), At Loller 1s death it vas w:d and converted into a 
dwelling. Many affairs of the.Nation were se+,tled at "Congress HaD.11, 

The next house just across the aJ.ley (until recently occupied and owned by Marrill Cann) 
was the property oi'. Isaac and Rachal Pbi.11:1.ps, prim old Quakers. Isaac was the sexton 
and caretaker of the old Friend's Meetuig House. Next, door li n,d Rachel and Mary 
Buffington, two maiden ladies, where as a lad I u.sed to enjoy their ginger cakes and 
chestnuts, They were .friends of my mother who us-,d to send me there on errands. 

Next came t,he Loller house an:I. -tin shop. William Loller, the father, with his son, 
Nelson, carried on tinsinithing 'and plumbing. An old.er son, c. WilsonLoller, caiTied on 
the same business in UnionviJJ.e, There wer':! two daughters, Cydney and _Ly~a, the 
latter .marri.ed j. William_Mo9~_and both remained at t.he home. The Moore1a son, 
Clarence, now owns and lives in the house. Wilson Oller of Un:.onville had two dau;:;11.ters, 
C.l.ara and Margaret, The former married Add·' s,:,.'.l L. Jones, former Superintendent. of 
Public Schools of West Chester: the latter married Walter S. Lilley of Marahallton. 
When the home at Unionville was bro!ren UJ), Wils,:,n came to Ma.rshallton to make h!.s home 
with the Li.ll;;:ys. I.1 his later years he homP.d with his daughter, Clara Jonei>, where 
he died. 

(to be convinued) 

RE~AJ.J..S CIG.AR MA.Knx: INDUSTRY AT MARS!IALL'l'ON 

George P. l·bFarland, of West Chesver, in recalling early days in and around th,;, vill-age 
of Marshallton, writes as follows: 

Th9 next houses to the Lollers' were o::cup.ied by l~dia Tucker in one and Lewis F.mbree 
in the other. Next came the Marshall Fell h~use built by him in 1,he 18O1 tl, .After the 
death of Marshall and his wife, the propeny was sometime afvel:'ward s1,le tu Mr-s. 
Harriet Wickersham, of Bmbreeville, wJ,.ose grandson, Lewis Wickersham, now owns it and 
lives there. 

The next property in rtf/1 early recoU.ection was o::cupied by Jackson Hughes (who I 
described earlier in this article). Aftat' Jackson Hughes moved to West Chester, th>:3 
building was taken over by Charles P. Smith, brother of Thomas T. Joseph B., of 
West Chester, and son of the founder of the cigar business, E.'ll.'let-r,, Smith, ',{ho 
conducted quite a factory, having several cigar makers employed, This building was 
later turned int.o a bakery where several bakers engaged in th':! busine3s in J.a,;er yeat's. 
This building is now owned by Lewis Wickersham, who lives on 'the adjoining pro 1,ercy- east. 

SCENTED SECTION ••• The next house west was at one time the home of Dr. John B. TempJ.e 
and l.ater as I remembe1·, it was the home of Pierce Rodebacks a "stone ma.son bL_t_r~g,~" 
and he kept a J.i ttle restaur<l:!:t in the rear ,:,f thE< house. Pierce was a great trJY>.E.€!£. 
in his day a.n<l would bag several hundred pole-c,1:ts of a ~=ter. He also kepi; l,hat end 
o! the t:wn wall perfUllled • 

., ?lext comes i.he town hall built after the Knights of P,Jthi.as 1-iall was struck by lightning 
and burned tc the ground. The old hall. stoo".i ji.i.st north of the pressnt s~hool.r.ous~. 
The present haJl was built and is owned by the American Mechanics. The MarsbalJ.t-on 
Grange meets in 'the bui:.ding and entertainments and dances are frequently held ther~. 

I 
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Next came t,he Loller house an:I. -tin shop. William Loller, the father, with his son, 
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the same business in UnionviJJ.e, There wer':! two daughters, Cydney and _Ly~a, the 
latter .marri.ed j. William_Mo9~_and both remained at t.he home. The Moore1a son, 
Clarence, now owns and lives in the house. Wilson Oller of Un:.onville had two dau;:;11.ters, 
C.l.ara and Margaret, The former married Add·' s,:,.'.l L. Jones, former Superintendent. of 
Public Schools of West Chester: the latter married Walter S. Lilley of Marahallton. 
When the home at Unionville was bro!ren UJ), Wils,:,n came to Ma.rshallton to make h!.s home 
with the Li.ll;;:ys. I.1 his later years he homP.d with his daughter, Clara Jonei>, where 
he died. 

(to be convinued) 

RE~AJ.J..S CIG.AR MA.Knx: INDUSTRY AT MARS!IALL'l'ON 

George P. l·bFarland, of West Chesver, in recalling early days in and around th,;, vill-age 
of Marshallton, writes as follows: 

Th9 next houses to the Lollers' were o::cup.ied by l~dia Tucker in one and Lewis F.mbree 
in the other. Next came the Marshall Fell h~use built by him in 1,he 18O1 tl, .After the 
death of Marshall and his wife, the propeny was sometime afvel:'ward s1,le tu Mr-s. 
Harriet Wickersham, of Bmbreeville, wJ,.ose grandson, Lewis Wickersham, now owns it and 
lives there. 

The next property in rtf/1 early recoU.ection was o::cupied by Jackson Hughes (who I 
described earlier in this article). Aftat' Jackson Hughes moved to West Chester, th>:3 
building was taken over by Charles P. Smith, brother of Thomas T. Joseph B., of 
West Chester, and son of the founder of the cigar business, E.'ll.'let-r,, Smith, ',{ho 
conducted quite a factory, having several cigar makers employed, This building was 
later turned int.o a bakery where several bakers engaged in th':! busine3s in J.a,;er yeat's. 
This building is now owned by Lewis Wickersham, who lives on 'the adjoining pro 1,ercy- east. 

SCENTED SECTION ••• The next house west was at one time the home of Dr. John B. TempJ.e 
and l.ater as I remembe1·, it was the home of Pierce Rodebacks a "stone ma.son bL_t_r~g,~" 
and he kept a J.i ttle restaur<l:!:t in the rear ,:,f thE< house. Pierce was a great trJY>.E.€!£. 
in his day a.n<l would bag several hundred pole-c,1:ts of a ~=ter. He also kepi; l,hat end 
o! the t:wn wall perfUllled • 

., ?lext comes i.he town hall built after the Knights of P,Jthi.as 1-iall was struck by lightning 
and burned tc the ground. The old hall. stoo".i ji.i.st north of the pressnt s~hool.r.ous~. 
The present haJl was built and is owned by the American Mechanics. The MarsbalJ.t-on 
Grange meets in 'the bui:.ding and entertainments and dances are frequently held ther~. 
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Fm.,,--r POST OFFICE ••• Next comes the home of Gec.rge Fling. Tradition tells us that in 
this bu.ilding the first post office was established in Marshallton. The first family 
I rec.:ul living in the house was Lydia Adams, a widow, who had a son, Henry, and a 
daughter, cydia. This property has changed hands many times. f' 

In the house sitting high up in the lawn adjoining the Fling property lived William R. 
Chambers, UJldertakllt' and cabinetmaker, who when he moved to Union,11lle, was succeeded 
by Jacob Fisher who carried on the same business. After Fisher came Abram G. Williams, 
of West Chester, who, for a few years, carried on the business. Later the place was 
bought by William John, who_, with his son, William, Jr.~ lived there until their 
deaths, they having moved from the farm east of the County Home. The Jacob Fisher 
cabL,et shqp stood down at the end of the lawn near the street. On the other corner 
of the lawn next to the driveway stood an old blacksmith shop operated by one Thomas 
Marshall. The buildings have long since been -corn d,own. 

WHERE RARE 'il'REES GROW • , • The fu?tanical Garden, home of Humphrey Marshall, is not like 
it was when I first knew it, most of the rare trees, shrubs, and flowers having disappear, 
I well rember the younger H111nphrey Marshall. He and Dr, ¥.oses 1'.arshall, of whom I have 
spoken, were brothers. 

Going on up the Strasburg Road a little distance, we come to the "Mountain Housa" 
farm where, in my earlier recollections, l:.ved roses Carpenter, owner and propriet-or. 
The farm ...._s later purchased by Jacob Martin who remodeled the house. In later years 
it came into possession of Mifflin Thornbury who tore down the "Mountain House" -;.hat 
stood close to the road. Later Mi.f'flin sold the farm to Alfred Hallowell, cams i.nto 
Marshallton and built the house now owned and occupied by Earl T. LeFevre, second hous~ 
east of the store. The house on the south side of the street just across from LeFevre•s, 
wh'll'e Edward Fling lives and is th.e present otmer, was built by Thomas P. Worth, tb.e ( 
land being acquired from the George McFarland estate, , 

KNOWLEDGE CENTER ••• On the road starting out from near the center of town and what is 
known as the Downingtown Road stands the schoolhouse to the left; the first house to 
th'3 right was built by William Darlington in recent years. The next double hou.ses 
were erected by Maris Woodward as an investment. They have changed hands many times. 
The next sl.J?i;le house was built by William i'lields, c~,farpenter, who did 1111J.Ch of' the 
building in and around 1":arshallton. He had three • dren-•-a daughter, Misa Anna Nields, 
has been for a long time, and is at present, principal of the Consolidated School at 
Marshallton; the other daughter, Frances, married the late Dr. George Young, of 
Coatesville. The son, Edward, learned the carpenter trade with his father and resides 
'near Thorndale, 

This about covers the town as I ha:ve known it so far in my lifetime. I have seen 2.3 
new ho;i:::es erected; also the new church, the new schoolhouse and the new town hal2., 

I have not in this article gone back to the old history of the town nor the first 
settlers. That has all been written up several times and published in the Daily Local 
News, The New•s correspondent somce 40 years ago, Eugene Hughes, hunted up all the 
data in that respect and it 1,as published in the News. I have clippings of all. these 
articles in nry collection. 

The oldest resident of Marshallton now living is Mrs, Oliver Martin, whose maiden name 
was Hanne.h Woodward, she being the niece of 1-ari.s Woodward (first mentioned in th:i:< 
article) a.-id brother of the late Nelson Woodward of Chatham, who later moved t,o West ( 
Chester and became Deputy Register of Wil.1.s, Mrs, Martin at this time is in 1:,!..;, Chester 
Count~, Hospit9.l wi:th a ·broken hip but I learn is improving a.-:d expects to retur.n to hor. 
home soon, she having made her home with Nelson Hartin, her son, of near Chadds Ford. 
Mrs. Clarence Barton, of Pocopson, is a daughter. Mrs. Martin will be 95 years old 
this comine May •• • truly a remarkable woman for her age. 
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Early History of the Village of Marshallton 
Lloyd O Lohmeyer-Westtown School 

ln 1713 Edward Clayton and Thomas Arnald each bought from 
William ¥enn or his commissioners 19d acres of land within the 
immediate vicinity of the town of l)'.arahallton. These were the first 
purchasers to have actually settled on their property. 

In 1716 George ~,artin bought 200 acres of land,some of the 
western parts being within the immediate vicinity of Marshaliton. 

To connect these settlers in the valley with those further 
down the Brandywine in West Ghester,a road was laid out about 1718. 
It ran from the forks of the Brandywine through about fours miles of 
unsettled wilderness to the valley near Caln ~1eeting . 1his road passe 
through the area that became Narshallton. 

Along this road, a mile northwest . of ~1arshall ton, \jeorge 
11,artin had built himself a large stone house. He petitioned the 
1<Ugust Court in 1746 to be "licensed for entertainment" as he was 
"seated on a public road convenient to entertain travelers for 
entertainment and very remote".26 men signed the petition. It 
con:,inued as a tavern for about twenty years and was the first place 
in the area where people would gather.It gave way to the "Center House 
which was more centrally located in a seed of_ia settlement-i-;arshallton 

ln 1724, by deed on June 3rd. riichard N~r • .tn<-w'oaa', for 270 pounds 
obtained 1,000 acres,forming now the southeast corner of the township 
and on it the majority of 1-iarshall tom. is built. 

The first inhabitants of this area of Chester Coun,y were 
..iuakers. 'l'he i-iarshall ton area was centrally located, as it was he\le 
that two smaller roars joinedto form the larger road to West Chestl:!r. 

ln 1729 thefirst Friends heeting House was built within the 
present day bounderies of t•1arshalljJon. t·or eight years Marshall ton was 
a fork in the road with a meeting house in a grove nearby.¥eople 
Callie here once a week: 

ln 1737 James Woodward and his family took up settlement near 
the meeting house.nis residence was the oldest in that part of the 
county for many years and was torn down in 1870.during the next few 
years several rezidences were builj near tne fork of the road,but it 
was'nt until 1764 that l•,arshallton actually became a village. 

In 1764 the Center House was erected by Joseph lr.artin. Nr. 
Martin petitioned for a public house in the Court of Quarter 
Sessions in ~bester August 1764 . 

• Part of the petition thusly: 
"That there is a great necessity for a .Public House for 

the ewtertailllllent of said travelers in said township,there 
being many large much used by travelers and no house of 
entertainment upon any of them for several miles distant,so 
that they are oftentimes obliged to be burdensome to the 
neighbors for want of refreshment." 
The establi~hment was called the Center House because it was 

thought to stand in ~he center of the county, which back at that time 
also included the land of Delaware County. 

Abraham harshall bought the prop~rty in 1776. It is believed 
that following the Battle of brandywinJ, September 1777, vritish 
soldier~ imprisoned several farmers in the Center House for almost a 
week, suspecting them of being Tories. The building ceased to be a 
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public house around 1879, after 115 years of business. 
In 1786 there was some talk of making Marshall ton the county 

seat, because of its central location. However a farmer who owned 
the only available piece of land on which county buildings could be 
erected opposed the coming of county government. He noted that 
many types of people are attracted to a count seat and he feared 
for the safety of his orchards. 

The main street of l•larshall ton was the Strasburg Road, laid 
out in 1785. This road, along with Lancaster Pike, were the two 
main east-west thoroughfares along which passed the freight wagon 
traff.ic between Philadi'.elphia and f:lver extending poimts west. 
of this wagon traffic usually followed the Strasburg Road in 
prefeTence to the pikein order to escape paying toll. 

In 1805, July 1st, the post sffice was established with Adam 
Bailey Postmaster. It was the 11th post office in the county. 
The town was first called i•:arshall ton on the establishment of the 
posy office. The name first proposed was Martinville, but it was 
soon chai;ged as it lacked originality. 

The town was named after Humphrey .. arshall (born in 1722 and 
died in lol0) a botanist living in the town.Hr Marshall lived in a 
fine stone he built himself on a small knoll on the western end of 
town. The house still stands. Both ~r Marshall and his residence 
are discussed in greater detail further in thr paper. 

9uring these years the Center House monopolizes the profitable 
business of providing for travelers. Undoubtedly others in the 
area wished to gain their share of the passing trade. Abraham Eartin 
built a large syone inn in the center of the village during 1814 
with this in mind.His effort to gain a license,and thus cut into < 
the trade of the Center House,took eight yearc and is recounted 
in detail later in this paper. 

In the early 1800's Marsballton had a population of 50 or more. 
The village consisted of the two hotels,two stores and the 
Blacksmith-Wheelwright shpp.Abraham Bailey, l-larshallton's first 
Postmaster was also a storekeeper. Therefore,in all likelyhood be 
was the merchant to open his doors to business in that town. 

In 1812 i•iethodism was introduced into the area by Rev. Alban 
Hooke, a·local preacher at Battin. His hearers assem~led at three 
li!laces- •··oses' s Henderson 's barn,Bbenezer Carpenter s pine grove 
and the 'llheelwright's shop in rr.arshallton. the wheelwright shop 
adjoined the i•lacFarland residenc! at the easte:n end of town and 
served in it's time as a wheelwright shop, a tin shop, a place fo 
the congregation of card players, a pay school(Hannah Fling, 1857 
and a church. It was torn down around 1870. 

ln 1829 a Methodist church was built with a small graveyard 
beside it. The preachers came from West Chester until 1841 when i 
it became part of the Brandywine circuit which included such 
faroff places as Hopewell and Coatesville. The preacher travelled 
on horseback and got to Narshallton about once a month. 

Grain cradles were introduced in the earlt 1800's in an 
effort to replace the sickle. James J::mbree,of Narshallton, 
manufactured such cradles and later invented a ma~hine for turnin ( 
scythe-polec,which he patented in 1844. H! sold his farm 
inventions in town for many years u,.til his store burned down 
in 1848. 

C: t 
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In 1838 the first school building was.erected. The structu~ 
was built of stonr by Dr. Moses Marshall. It had two stories with wile 
upper one intended for a "hall". 

The first town band was organized in 1844 by Milton Clayton 
By 1860 it was acclaimed a "pretty fair" band. 

Later in +872,the town hall was built by Vaniel Miles, a 
butcher,who used part of it for a slaughter house.~hortly afterward 
he built an addition,making the upper part a "hall" and the lower 
part the basement into an "oyster saloon". 

Notable conflagrations in Marshall tons past include the 
burning of the meeting house roof in 1788, cnbree's scyth and cradle 
shop burning to the ground in 1848, the same fate befalling Fisher's 
cabinet shop in 1857 and June 1889 when Martin's general store was 
destroyed by fire. 

' Beside the We..,t Bradford Cemetery, the Friends and ~,ethodist 
also have burying grounds,three yards containing over 2,000 graves; 
the larger nU.!llber by far being in the Friends lot.The earliest date o 
of death on any stone in any of the yards is " Z.i W 1740" in the 
Friends.Some of the more numerous families are the Woodwards, Martins 
~eeches, Conners and Youngs. 

An 1894 total of the sum and substance of ~arshallton, the 
village and inhabitants thereof read; " There are at present in 
karshallton 70 dwellings,225 inhabitants,36 Methodists, 7 wiaowers, 
35 unmarried women over 20 years of age, 18 unmarried men over the 
same age, 2 general stores, 1 bakery, 1 cigar store, 1 hotel, a 
wheelwright and blacksmith shop, 2 boot and shoe makers, a 
watchmaker, a barber, 2 schools and three doctors. 

'£he 1-~eeting House 
The first meeting house was established in 1726.It was made 

of wood,The second house was built shortly after 1729 and sta.J11ds toda 
where it was built, a few hundred yards from the fork in the road tba 
forms l•iarshall ton. The old house was removed to the farm of Adam 
l•iarshall and used as a barn or stable for years. It is still an activ 
meeting house and as far as the interior goes,as little changed as 
any in the area. 

The building consists of one room with the usual sliding 
partitions to seperate the men's and women's meetings. A most unusual 
addition to this general plan is the additional set of sliding 
partitions at right angles to the central partition with space for tw 
rows between it and the south wall. Locally it was supposed this area 
was for slavesbut at least by 1780 the ta.x lists- show no slaves int 
the township. Perhaps the unusual partition was only to give 
opportunity for privat~~tings. 

vn March 2nd~ the roof caught fire from a defective 
stove pipe or flue an hour before Suhday meeting. The interior was no 
greatly damaged. The roof was replaced and the rest of the building 
was reported to have been saved by throwing snow in from outside 
through doors and windows and thus saving the floors. The roof was 
repaired by ljilliam 'h'oodward for 17 pounds. Later tne graveyard was 
walled by Joseph Cope in 1774. 
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The Blacksmith Shop 

Richard irloodvard bought 1,000 acres in the Marshallton area in 1724 
and built the blacksmith shop ·shortly thereafter although the exact 
date is not available.In any event he left the building to his son 
Rcrbert in 1748 when he died. Hobert was a blacksmith as was William 
England, who owned it from 1771 to lt.!09. ,v illiam England Jr. was a 
saddler and his brother 1:homas a smith. 'l'hus the owners were probably 
smiths until ll:l26. "eor8e 11,atson, who bought the property in 1875 had 
been renting it and there was a smith there from 1844 to 1884.His 
son-in-law John E Cunningha1n followed as a blacksmith at this shon. 

i.:he blacksr£ith shop to yhe west has always been one large room 
with a shed to t!:le south. i.:he two story wheelwright shop to the east 
also consists of a room to a floor with a shed to the south on tile 
roof of which carriages could be taken through large double doors for 
drying the painting done downstairs. 

1:he HUlllphry Marshall House ,-/?> 
Humphry l'iars!Jall built the house in l ~3 and lived in it until he 

died in 1801. i'he inventory taken at the time of Narshall' s death list 
very carefully all the household items and the rooms in which they 
belonged.The rooms today seem to have remained the same but with 
different uses. 

The room in the cr.nter of the house with the stairway has t .. o 
rooms east of it,each with corner fireplaces. To the west of this mai 
room was the plant room and the kitchen. Bedrooms on the second floor 
are apparently unchamged except that a back stairway has been 
removed. The most unusual feature in the house is tile flue from the 
first floor main room. The fireplace is in the wesy wall. The flue 
leads back and up at an angle to tne s1.cond floor west.In this room 
it runs along the wall in a series of steps to the west outer wall 
where the chimney is • .i.'he long flue within the house th,,s helps to 
heat tr1e plant room on the first floor and the • Long r{oom • over it 
on the second floor. ln the main room on the first floor the roome 
with the stairway is a niche in the wall for a tall clock.Another 
unusual feature is a small wall safe built into the north wall of the 
long room on the secona floor. 

Hwnphr;r ~.arshall (1722-1801) waa the son of Abraham Narshall who 
came fro. Gratton, uerbyshire, tngland to Chester County in 1697 and 
in 1707 settled in ·,>/est Bradford Township and built a stone house, 
still standing, where Humphry was born. Huu,phry was a cousin of John 
Bartram whose house is still standing on t:,e Schuylkill. 

Humphry was a mason, a family trade as it were. With little 
formal schooling, his interest in botany was early aroused perhaps by 
his cousin, John Bartram. He also gives great credit to his wife for 
an important decision to devote his spare ti~e to the classical and 
scientific duties. He filled many public offices and was prominent in 
matters of Bradford Friends Meeting.Aowever,his claim to fame was his 
book" The American Creve" 1'hich was printed in 1785. In 1788 a 
.r'rench edition was issued. ~1r i•,arshall was correnponding widely with 
the leading scientists in America and vurope and exchanged data as 
well as collectine specimens for collectors. 

I ''Tf\ et,,'t,'w-,,1, ,J M-..-4... f'.J}'ywj ec/t. 
. , '7t) ~q(;M, t ~r11____,.kdl • 1 7f t 

X 



Humphry f,;arsall Co,, tinued 

He had also the assistance of his nephew,vr. Moses Marshallwho ha 
received his medical training in Wilmington and had used his surgery 
training after the Battle of Brandywine in 1777. He practiced medicin 
for only a short time,however and as an aid to hia uncle traveled in 
Europe collecting specimins. The 1773 house was left to l•iosea when 
Humphry Narshall died wi thuut children in 1801. Remains of the 
arboretum and botanical gardens are still on the property. 

The Rivalry of the Two Taverns 
During the early 1800's the Center House monopolized the 

profitable business of providing for travelers. Undoubtedly others 
in the area wished to gain their share of the ever increasing 
passing trade. The first attempt at such a venture was _William 
Wood.ward Jr who presented a petition to May Court in 1812. Ilis 
proposal was met by a petition that was signed by a dozen of the 
most influential men of the community who argued againsi'a second 
public house. The petition failed, 

ln HH.4 Abraham ~iartin, who for several years had kept a general 
store petitioned the court stating that he had "gone to considerable 
expense in preparing buildings suitable for a House Of Entertainmeht 
for the Public and had spent ¥1,500. His petition had seventy-five 
signatures. A second petition challenged his, claiming that 
licensing a second house would "lead to mischief and disorder". In 
1815 iiartin petitioned again stating he had expanded his buildings 
and had now spent $2,000.He called attention to the great increase 
of traveling along the ~trasburg Road and that Marshallton had 
lately been designated the place for holding elections for tne 

• ·+· si neo by 96 local men. ue was again 
district. Th~s peti Iio~8~~\•ariin tried again and also presented a 
refused a license. n • embers of the society of .l:'riends 
petition from a large q.umb~r .. g;rm belief that a well regulated Publl.C 
of West Bradford,who sfahtet the advantage of Travelers and others House might conduce muc o . t 
without adding any additional_burden or_inconvenience o our 

• ty or neighborhood" .1<.artin was again refused. In 1819 he 
socie • dd"t' 1 t·t· • db t petitioned .as usual with an a i iona pe i ion signe y seven y-
one Pittsbu.rg wagoneers who praised Hartin's accomodations as 
"there being none to exceed between West vhester and Strasburg~ 
He was again rejected.In HJ~~ ,.ar~in tried a(.\ain. His_prt~tion 
contained 86 signatures.The petition against his application 
contained only nine names,three of wnom were near relatives to the 
owner and landlord of the Center House.His petition for a license 
was finally granted. Abraham Martin did not,however, live long to 
enjoy the fruits of his hard earned victory,dying four years later 
in npril 1826. 

The new hotel,at its opening stood upon a lot of one acre and 
was named the "General ·.vayne Hotel". The name was changed in 1858 
to "The Marshallton lnn"by which it has been known since. The inn 
catered to the wagoneers who traveled to and from Philadelphia. 
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The waeona hauling the merchandise were of eYery deacription,but 

many were designed the Conestoga lines and drawn by six horses. 
These teams would lie overnight and fill both yards. Often these two 
places of entertainment were so crowded with both teamsters and teams 
that the beds to sleep upon and places to hitch weee short. Also 
contributing to the 'full house' conditions were the drovers of beef 
cattle,hoge and turkeys passed in a constant strea~ through 
Marshallton. This was because their journey was timed to reach 
Philadelphia for the Wednesday market.when the drovers stopped 
overnight in Marshallton pastures were provided for the cattle. 
In the early settlement of the county,when fences were scarce and onl 
cultivated ground was enclosed, all types 6f stock were allowed to 
use the fields surrounding ~larshallton.ln this matter the 
neighboring farmers had the opportunity to capitalize on unused 
pasture lands. 

Noted Events of Yesteryear. 
The followidg events are quoted from local newspapers and they 

provided insight as to hoghlights from the passing scene at the end 
of the 1800' s. . • 

3-7 1881 "Two young ladies from Marshallton created 
consternation amoung their friends b' appearing 
in male costume for a few minutes a day or so ago." 

3-30-1881 "The.•Professor'who travels around the county 
walking tightropes for a living,appeared in 
Marshall ton on f1ionday and walked a rope attached 
to the Hancock Pole and Steel's Hotel. He• 
performed some wonderfol feats,afterwhich he took 
up a collection which amounted to $1.25. ae left 
soon thereafter. 

6-27-81 "On .:iaturday last the following was devoured by 
John l•iillUll at the saloon in l•iarshallton. The 
refreshments were paid for by the partiez who 

'bantered'him to do the eating: 10 plates of ice 
cream,Jl.00; 20 cakes, 15c; 8 bananas,25c;~ of a 
pound of chocolate,lOc;a cherry pie,25c; 2 
coconut strips,5c;l0 onions,5c;2 crackers,lc; 
minj lozengers,5c; Total Sl.66. 

7-21-1881 "Some of the citizens are angry. ·rhis strange feeling 
has been broughf' about by the fact that telegraph 
poles are about to be planted along their streets, 
and this tpey dont like.A few of the more daring 
say they'cut them doin if planted, 

11-11-1881 "How big harshallton is-Marshall ton is edging on 
toward a uniformed police force,an opera house, 
electric light and a mayorility.She bas loekboxes 

• in her postoffice.1he people are justly proud of 
these improvementsv 

6-6-1885 "John Hutman of Marshallton has a valuable terrier 
do~ ,..hich celebrated the fourth by killing a 
groundhog.The dog afterwards suffered terribly from 
a bone which got caught in its throat and had to be 

• removed by a pair of pincers". 

, 
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GOOD ROXDS i"' 
IN WEST :BRADF 

: New Organization Will Do Its Best to 
See Highways Improved This Year. 

The residents ot West Bra.dford t"wn• 
eitlll were stlfrllecl upon arising on' Fri-
day morning to learn, writes a. corre• 
spondent, lhat ii new organization bad 
come \Into existence, known as the U. 
F, 1. Club (meaning United Road Im-
pi-twement Club.) On Thursday evening 

/at->Out ·a. score ot ,vest Bradf.Ord tax-? /t,>a.yen1 . assembled at lb~ reslden,;:e ot 
Jol}n W. Shofsto.11, nea.r nomansvllle 
At'ler an hour. 01· so of social entertain-
ment the guests proceeded to form plans 
for the newly-born club. First, they 
decided on 11n appropriate. name, when 
several suggestions were made. The one 
presented by Isaac S. Lied was adopted, 
the name above stated. I 

Then came tho choosing ot officers to , 
sc1·ve the club for one year. President, I 

"'alter E. :$hofstall; , Vice President, 
Arthur Hedrlclui; Secretary, Norman' 
T. Pugh; Treasurer, Isaac S. Lied., 
There. wan but one contest. that for I 
'J.'reasurer, when two candidates were 
nominated, but upon cn,stlng of votes 
Lied won over Johnson by a few votes, 

On the Boosting Committee were Theo-
dore Johnson, Harvey Cloud and John 
Shofstali. 

After several matters ot importance 
'were talked over the meeting adjourned. 
Then the hostess, l\irs. John Shofstall, 
invited all to the dining room, where 
o. long table was loaded wHh good eat-
ables and fruits, which wer indulged In I 

,very enjoyably, when a f'>w toasts werl! I 
given. 

Atter everybody had done justice to 
• the good things provided all present 
repah·ed "t,p the parlor, where they were 

. entertalneit by Harvey Cloud, with 1,ome 
very fine selections on the violin until 
f\na.\ly the clock tolled the long hour of 

. the night. Then there was a. hustle 
among the guests !ot· tho homeward 

• trip, all wishing th6• U. R. I Club much 
auccess. 

The reporter would have written more, 
but the roads out In tha.t district ar,l. 
ao rough he lost his pencil. You may be 
,thankful that he was not lost In the 
bad 1·oads or this ,Item would have been 
blank, 

U.·°R·1 • olf<;AH/7..Ei:> IJT .4Nl>,o..~ 

FA~,-.. - J•HN W SN-'.rTAtl.'s pl.ACE. 



• LTake A Walking Tour - -,--- -
TWE COATESVILLE RECORD, TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 1972-

Through Historic Marshallton Village 

TllE SIGN OF THE ~t,\RSllAIJ,TON INX lftlroon11$ yoi, lo ~ltr• 
shalUon Vlll111te. First built u a country 5Wfe In 1800, the bufld, 
Ing was enlarged twice lo the early part ol the nlner«nlb <to• 
lury lo make II suitable 1$ a c,n•m. Known as lilt GtMPnl 
Wli)11e, the nnme wa5 change<! lo llarshai:ton llotel In Jgjj). Tho 
Inn I• localed In the center of the vlll•gc on the old Slrasburs 
Road, a \\tll-lrnoled hl1bway In early llme,i, A reiiular scopover 
ror Conr•top ,ugon,. th• IM wu also •l<Jlt<I br streams.of 
dro,ers ou ~lomla,v ulshi8 driving lhctr ••IU•. hO!l• and 1urke,,• 
to the Wtdne5day Philadelphia mark~ Tod-,,•, on• ol th• leat-
un,• of the dln11er far• Is a "°anlog ~4 ol salad lllll'edleols, 
condiments •nd homemade bmd. bullet liyle, Lunches ar,, all!O 
._...rvtd Tue,,de,i•• through FrldAya. 

• 

By BETSY HUNGERFORD home. She """' han,s out 
Roeord Woman's Editor 6hlnel• for portnito, and 

A \\'alk!Qg tOUT 1hrooJgb Mar- comlll8 summer h-Opes to hav 
shalton Village ls be<Omlng a • GUl¥e Galimi a11(1 
popu]u way to sperd a mpming aJ)d Crafts Flea Market 10 her 
or artemoon. • l)aclcyard 

l)OJ)S mto the Yellow Bow Su.stenanee "1th its aU,os,ianic 
to browse or bey materials for fOOd I! a fasclnaling shop 
decot'ath... projec&& Every lm~ vi.slL OnP n! t~ m()$l pl~sa 
aginable sort of handcralled item parts or the tour 1S talldng w1 
I! feature<! al the Poodlars Shop, the s!N,pkeepen. 11ungs uoua 
and a_ay eandle faneiel"s wblm are ai a leisurely pace, and p 
can be ,otved al Brandywine Can- prletors an happy lo di 
die Crall their merclmnd~. aJve, )'OU hln:s, 

and even tell you ti~ history of 
'!'!'ere are antiques at the Black- the Jl<'O!lle who made handicraft• 

!'llUlh Shop, and there will soon ed Items for them. 
be an old-fashioned cow,tcy store 
In the center of the Village. A!ier The Marsbalton VUlage AnUq,e 
a bit or walkln&, on• might have J'lea Market, O!)en every wt<k• 
lunch or dinner at Ibo Mariltal- end, dnlws hundreds of ohOl)Jlln& 
ton Inn. enthusiasts. el~1er hoping to 
u und rtaldng f. Wu make a real llnd or pick up • 

Joel. on! can be \ci:s : ri; bargain. 
garet Kelly, lntulort. Lest swn- But lhe tour n<>ed not stop wtli, 
mor. HIMah Williamson. art U!a• the shoPS, ~larshal«>Q lts<'lf I! •1 
cller at Scott lntermN!late School, historic vlllage. b<-alnning u an 
had a Backyar,t Callery at her Indlan traU Tito !l.rst settltr, In 

Photos by 

FRANK SNYD£R, 

lte,onl Stoll 

l'hoto9ropher 



the arta w= given ,rants o!I 
land b~· William Penn. 

ltll name ls derived from an 
early re$ident, botanist Hum-
phrey G. llarMall. who W11S a 
lritnd ol Ben Franklin. Today, 
some Hai'!hal!Gn resldentll can 
Show you copies ol • letter f~ 
Franklin thanku)a llriaU for 
botanica, ~ens. Dated April 
26. 1771, the original was copied 
abO!Ji 1,000 times, ~en so, 11 Is 
a collector'• item and • prit9d 
)lossesslon 

n1e liI"'Vey,,rn ~yond the 
Fnend's Meeting House, circa 
early 1100s, ls an interesting 
place to ruoll. Amona the head-
stones Is one for Nale Sinl8. a 
Ne,ro boy who gave dll'ocfions 
10 authorities cl1a51ni John 
Wilkes Booth lmmedlately alter 
Abraham Lincoln's assasslnauon. 

'l'he walking tour Is real~v a 
pleasant and lntuestln& way to 
spond some lhne. One hint, Do 
wear com!Qrtable sh00$. True to 
lls h.lSlorlcal pasl, Marshalton 
C<s11ures bri.cl<ed t<lde\lalu. 

' 

SUS'J'ENANCE, Ille shop selling o,•gaulc foods, ollcn; a selccllan ol raw n1t1,,-c~1cws, "11 lieaa,, 
almoads, s_,.te and mlud. l\irhard Juftcs, lbc "'"118 proprietor, grind> ftour 0111 ol 11bol, 
w·heat, rye and barley fresh e1•ery day. Ile also S10<.ks ho,uemadr b,,..d and J>ure old,luhlon,,S 
peanut batle:r, E'nr,1hlllg he •l!JJ• Is In • natural srate, not pres.,r-,d, 1,nd hi> •"it"etabl•• -
f..., from dlemlw _.., 



ONE OF THE OLDEST buildings In Ille area, Ille Blatks,alll, 
S1i<JP was bolll around 17QO. The ill®, with sloping rOOI, Is $llll 
lnlacL Tbe left par{ of 111<, bullc!IJlg was a wbeelwrtghl sbop, ud 

llbeu Mrs. 111.,,. c. E•ans sells aaUques. She also leaches daso-
,. for ,naklag lan,pyades ••d mue,; them to order berSdl. 



ON& PIECE OF PLEXlGUSS IOl'IUS lhe board 10( thls'chelt 
..,~ lfhlcli bas Rgures made by a solldglaQ blo1'1n; technique. 
II ls one of the ••=ll Items to be lo11nd In The 'peddJ"'• Shop 
owned by Bernard and Roth Balley. AU arilclcs for sale are 
bandmifled and from parts of the Vnllecl States eicept for s~e 
carvlQ8S from Canada. b addltioo to '°"""" IOYI, •ind tb&J'lllll.. 
band•blo,.. ,~ pieces. ,..._~ n••• ~oodea camnss. cera· 
mle1, hlllllnc bpli~. It ,11.., lo•ol.ry ot all llN, - H 
11!·• p1..-.- alike. 

AN EGG TllEE with DlW•l~yoursell dccoratlo~ ls featured lo 
the. Yellow Dow. Mrs. Donna T,oylor, ownor of the shop, cam"' 
a eomplet<, ~ttH:k or 601<1,rs. trults and loliQ8t, beaJ!s, sequla• 
and' l>uuous. and 1a1ies and palnls-materlals for alm05t u., 

. decora_lfrc proJ,:cL Starting this month w!II be 5l)ring •!auH hi 

I stain~ &lass, m•tramt, d«:OQJ!aie, nc«llq)olnt d<ls!Ja, on,,rel 
llld 8ooen. • 

• 



I 
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set 4 ~.,. ..... 11 .. In 1lddllioo 10 eU 5ltes a.od M•J>eS ol candl.., Q,~ 
a.re .» ol holders and arr•ll&~Olll:s. Tb• cllld!0111ab,, '111D oho 
,,,old:a. 11ritk,...lut lJIJ'thl.'t' Wt .....S. for bu ctndJweklts • ....., 
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!SIZING UP A TW0-8Y-FOUR, one of Jim Rohr's recent Soturday duties with 
the barn he and his wife Cheryl are "doing over," They ore doing all tho work 
without tho help of an architect, contraetor, plumber or electrician. Every· 
thing has to be custom fitted. None of the beams is square or plumb. 

-



DAILY LOCAL NEWS,West Chester, Pa., Tues., April 13, 1976 

Couple is·turning 18th 
century barn 
into their home 

PREDATING 1790, THIS BARN near Marshollton is what Cheryl and Jim Rohr 
are turning into their homo. They hove bHn working on it two years now, and 
figure it will toke another five lo complete. The Rohrs ore doing all t1,e work th-1..,, ,__..,. ---....-"""--......___..._..._ _______ _ 

By ANNE THOMSON 
Local News Co?Tespondent 

The old barn, dated prior to 1790. stands 
on the corner of the Marshall ton 'lborndale 
road. Horses graze in the barnyard, but 
two bay windows and a sun deck make the 
second !Joor look tikeahouseraO,erthan a 
barn. 

And a home is exactly what it is going to 
be for Jim a.nd Cheryl Rohr, both in thell-
thirlies, wbo are doing all the remodeling 
themselves, without the help of architect, 
contrac!or, plumber or electrician. IC the 
Rohrs were not doing their own work, the 
remodeling would be an expensive project, 
because everything must be custom Cit. 
None of the beams are square or plumb. 

Five years to go 
The project is two years underway, with 

another five lo go; although the Rohrs 
hope to be moved into bedroom, kitchen 
and bathroom, in the old hay mow, by Sep-, 
!ember. Al presenl the Rohrs, three dogs 
and one cat, live in a rented trailer beside 
the barn. 

There Isn't much living space but hope is 
onthehoriwn,"saysMrs. Rohr, looking at 
the spacious three story barn. Her show 
horses occupy the stalls in the barn, and 
will stay there after the Rohrs move in, un-
less the horsey smell permeates the up-
stairs kitchen. 

Rohr works for Westinghouse as an engi-
neering tecbnici~n and his wife teaches 
physical educaUon at Marple-Newtown Se-
nior High. The barn is a dream come true 
for both of them, who were tlred of eight 
years ol development Uving. Rohr had 
thought about remodeling a barn for 15 
years, but the barn that he bought did not 
look like anybody's dream on the first day 
lhat Ms. Rohi:_saw it. 

0 1t was a shock" 
"Frankly it was a shock. The rool was 

leakinR, lhe fields were waist high in 
brambles and the hay mow was waist high 
in rotting hay. The beams were rotted, and 
we had lo think twice before taking a joint 
apart," says Ms. Rohr. 

During lhedirstaurnmer, spent cleaning 
up the fields, and clearing hay out of the 
barn, both Rohrs had second thoughts 
about their project. Friends who volun-
teered to help quit because the work was 
loohard. • --



r,c _ 7rrw//:T/}';rr,','/.f'7//, ?'.1/h :r,rrr,,.r¾l'7,Trrrr/rr7,0-: , ~. 
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---FAITHFULLY RESTORED, this entrance hallway of the lhe oldesl conlinuously-operated "publk ho11se>' in 
Morsholton Inn in...,.est Bradford greets visitors to the the <Ounty. The building first opened its doors to 
restaurant, which was recently plo,ed on the troselers in 1822, although it dales bo,k to aboul • 
National Register of Historic Pla<es for being one of 1793. Stoff photo by lorry McDevitt. J,j; 
--- •----- • •~ • .. - .. .. • .., ""• - • --• - • - _,,. • • .... .,,, • //.. 



Growin' 
tearin' up 

Marshallton-style 
-----~-••• 

DAil Y LOCAL NEWS, West Chester, Pa., Thurs., Sept. 15, 1977 

By ROBERT H. LUDWICK JR. 
(01 tbe Local News Slaff) 

TI-IE PLAYEft$ 
Ou.vs, ............................. lobby G11,1n11 
Coty' ••...•... ,,,, ............... ,.,, Jot-y Glunt, 
Timi: , ................ ,,. .. , ....... Jttf lU'l;lwlek 
Jln,oJtt ....... , , , , , , ..............•• C1rl KttOtt 
Junior-(or Dud.ti ................. Etrl Ectw,rclt 
lt09fl' •••• , ·••••••······ .. ······•ll09tf' Edwards 
Y09f ................•... , ..... , , ...... Mlkt e,., 
Rlytl'IOl'IO .... ,. , ..•••.. , TM ,.,. R1ymo,,o aw 
$"l1,1g .• , •.••••••..........•..• , ..... Fr1"-"Y Wood 
Edit ........... ,•••••· .......... , .. Oon111t WOOd 
8111 ·•••·••••················•••·••·••·•111 J1mn 
Reell •.. .•...... , . •••·•, ............ Mlkt Rlggltll 
Jtt•foo ..... ,,,, ....•............••.. Jttry Wood 

THE Pi...\CE 
MtfV\llllton, •bcM, ml-lff Wtst Of WHt ~illf' 

on. 1~ Strtilw.lr9 r06d. 
THE TIME' 

In !ht Nrfy 1960-). 

"FRAN-N-N-NCIS," she'd wail 
into the darkening ni{lht. "FRAN-
N-N-NCJS." 

Francis, or Slug as we called 
him, was usually 011$1/ runnin • 
around second base or bus11 
chasin' down a home TUn that had 
rolled off the school yard into the 
weed-i,ifested field. 

"FRAN-N-N-NCIS:" 8he'd 11ell 
again. "FRAN-N-N-NCIS." 

"I'm comin'," he'd /inall11 11ell 
back4 "I'm comi-n'." 

"FRAN-N-N-NCIS." 
That was 91' Mii Kinzinger calling 

Slug and Edie, Slug's younger 
brother, borne from the ball diamond 
al the ol' Marshallton ElemeJ1tary 
School. Us 811YS never liked to bear 
"FRA.N-N-N-NCIS." It always meant 
the end of the game for Slug and Edie 
usuaUy brung •II the bats. or course, 
II was gitlin.dark anyway. That's why 

'-~------·-~~ 

ol' Mi1 Kinzinger was yellin' for Slug 
and Edleto come home. 01 • Miz Ki.n-
ilnger was. Slug and Edie's grand• 
mom. 

You know, about that time (I musta 
been only 8 or 10) l always thought 
Mlz Kinzinger was Mia Wood. For 
Slug and Edie's last name was Wood. 
And Slug and Edle's mom and pop's 
last name was Wood. So, why wasn't 
ol' Mi% Klnzlnger's name Wood. Well, 
my·mouth 'bout hit mycllest when ol' 
Miz Kinzinger told me one day 'er 
name wasn't Miz Wood. l didn't know 
Slug and Edie's mom hadn't been Mlz 
Wood for;ever. I didn't know she had 
been a Kinzinger al one time. 

Anyway, JI was 'em ball games at 
the ol' school that may have been the 
greatest I ever played in. Every sum-
mer - dam near every night, too -
·We gathered at the school yard. 

A.II the guys were there - Coey, 
Quayis, Tlnk, Jingles, Junior (also 
known as Dude), Roger, Yogi, Ray-
mond, Slug, Edie, me alld sometimes 
Bill and RedS. 

Anyway, Coey and Quayis were 
brothers, as wett Junior and Roger, 
and Yogi and Raymond. Tlnk and I 
were cousins. And Jingles, Bill and 
Reds were, ah, just Jingles, Bill and 
Reds. 

Ra11mond was the big{/est and 
the baddest, cuz he was the 
oldest He cast a little fear in us 
other guys. Anyway, I 'member 
one day when Scottie Linn, who 
watabout kttee-high lo Raymond, 
was showfn' us his _proficiency 

wilh a bow and arrow. Scottie was 
real interested in bows and a1'-
rows, that da11 anyway. 

And, for the l(fe of me I can't 
'member how, but he shot Ray-
mond right in the knee. I mean 
right in the knee. l mean an arrow 
stickin' outa big, bad Raumond's 
knee. Little red-haired Scottie 
Linn shot 'im right in the knee. 

We played four aside - sometimes 
three, seld.om five. We also played 
right field as a foul ball since we 
didn't ha~ enougl;t fielders. 'Cept 
when Jingles batted. He was bigger 
and left banded and dldn't have too 
much trouble hittln' the ball Into the 
trees that ·run down the school yard 
boundary In right field. 

Every once in a while we d scare up 
a "UtUe kid" (like Slug and Ed.le's 
brother Jer-loo who was years 
younger than the rest of us). Or 
sometimes a girl lo even up the sides. 

Of course, It was great bein' in the 
lield when Jer-loo was up. 

''Everybody move in," came the 
cry. And we'd move in and Jer4oo 
wouldn't get the ball out of the Infield 
and we'd have an easy out. Bui It 
didn't matter lo Jer4oo, he was too 
busy bavln' fun with the big guys. 

Anyway, we'd play - no supervi-
sion, no umpires, oo scoreboard, no 
bases ('cept the "dents" in dirt from 
thousands of feet dlggin' in II). l,laoy 
of us didn'teven have gloves. Slug and 
Edie had catcher's equipment, 
though. Boy, was that a novelty. 

An ol' favorite of ours was the 



blacksmith's shop. II wa.t right on 
the main drag. EveT11bod11 liked 
the tmith11. He let u1 hold the 
horses still while he shoed and he 
let us pet 'em sometimes. You 
know, I think eveTJI kid in town 
had a horseshoe nail ring. The ol' 
$miU:11 mode one - .som.e.timP..t 
two when we lost ours - for 
eve'l1bodt1. He was a great ou11. 

Some nl(!llts it was hardball and 
aome nights it was softball. Tbou,11 I 
can't Hgure out why now. Some tblnp 
I'll never forget, thougb. 

Like trying to bit tbe ball over ol' 
Mlz Moore's garage across tbe alley 
(in left field) from the school yard. It 
was quite an achievement and 
seldom, although still too frequently, 
accomplished. 

A lot of balls banged off ol' Ml% 
Moore's garage and a few rolled In 'er 
nowerbeds. And I'll never forget tbe 
leltfielders tiptoeing up to the corner 
of the garage, meakin' a peek and 
then hlghtailln' It across or M1z 
Moore's yard, pickln' up tbe ball and 
tearin' back to see II ol' Mlt Moore 
was close behind. 

I remember, all 100 well, the 
da11 Junior got a pack of matches 
outa his house. We were in third 
grade, or so. And what goes better 
with matches than cigarets7 
Right. We - Junior, Roger and I 
- found ours off the street, half-
smoked butts. 

Well, we puffed, And coughed. 
And coughed. And our e11ei 
watered. And coughed. And (100• 

ged, And I thought the end Wa.t 
near. And, lo this dot1, l've never 
had another. 

The ol' "lost ball stay at third" 
trick was employed frequently. It was 
one or Coey's favorite moves. Coey 
was Quayls' brother. Quayis prided 

. blmse.11 on being Robin Roberts. or a 
reasonable facs\inlle, elll)edally when 
It came to wlli!Oeball (wblcb we all 
played a lot too). 

Anyway somebody - usually Ray-
mond, Quayls or Jtncles, tbe bigest 
guys - would drill tbe ball Into tbe 
air. And, be(t, before it would even 
land, ol' Coey'd yell, "Ltet ball stay 
at tblrd.'' 

And ol' Coey, more times than not, 
knew right where It was. I tblnk ol' 
Coey yelled II ooce before Jingles 
even hit the damed baU. Quayls was 
ready to pitch, Jlneles was ready to 
swing and Ca!y bellowed, "Ltet ball 
stay at tblrd." 

And the pumpkin,. 01' Mit 
Wol('s pumpkin., I mean wllot we 
did to Mr and her kids was 
downright nastv. We was all sit-
t.ing in Mit Wolf, house one night 
around Halloween talkin'. And 
when Mi: Wolf wa.tn't looking, or 
one of 'er kids wasn't, we pa.tted 
the pumpkins - one bf/ one a.t-
semblv line st11le - until the last 
QUI/ opened the door and put them 
on the porch. Until we had all si%, 
or so. 

Then we left, went outside and 
sma.thed the hell oula eveTl/oneof 
'em. Just malicio1Ult1 sma.thed 

the hell outa 'em. Well, Mu Wolf• 
kids cried. And we felt doimrighl 
guilt!/, 

So, being the good kid$ we reAl-
111 wa.t, we mosied on down tool' 
Miz Busb11's hou,e. Mi: Buibt1, 
the farmer's wife, sold pumpkins. 
While we didn't el:act.111 e,iletiain 
thoughts of buuin' 'em Jir•t off, 
we did, Bu11 "em, that i,. And, 
good ol' Mi% Busb11 even oave u, 
some e:rlra.t. And we jua carted 
'em all down to Ml.z Wol/'s. And 
all was forgiven, but never forgot-
ten. 

Ab, the great days. I can't 
remember when or why we quit 
playin' ball. High school, girls, cars, 
those things musta contributed. Plus, 
we remembered Coey and Quayls 
moving all the way to West Chester. 

Now, sittin' on the corner (the 
onl11 one in town), that wa.t cool. 
That was small town cool, We'd 
sit on Arkle and Vera's front 
stoop, Arkle and Vera we-re Coeu 
and Quavis' mom and pop and 
Jhev once had a little store at the 
corner of Slra.tburg and Sugar's 
Brulge road. Well, that wa.t the 
after dark place lo be, Jus sittin' 
on the corner, watchin' the cars 
go bf/ and occasionall11 drawing a 
stare from someone. 

That was cool. 
And, tbrollgb It all, you mow what I 

'member the most. 
RilCbl. 

"FRANN-N-N-NCIS ... " 
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Marshallton 
A precious piece of Chester County's history is 

still in existence in M.arshallton, West Bradford 
Township. If local residents are successful, that 
piece of history will be preserved for future 
genetatjons. 

Marshallton automatically draws favorable 
• comments from persons who have seen the village 

, '· for the first time. Its buildings stand as visible 
links to our country's early history. 

Jut there is much more to Marshallton. There 
are memories embodied by the quiet village. 
There is a long history spanning from co1onial 
days-when West Bradford was a frontier town -
to the bustling days of the last century. 

A noble effor-t has been mounted to make the 
entire village a historic district. The West Sradford 
Township Historical CommJttee has been working 
with . the Pe1;1nsylvanm Historical and MUJseum 
Commission to win that 'singular honor. 

i" Few communities are more deserving of the t 
design~tion th31n Marshallton. The town, which Is 
definitely a vital part of Qle community, is unique. 

,: • ~bester Count~ st3t!'ds . a$tride the road of 1 

s.uburban sprawl. C.Ommunities with historic 
tr~itions and. nota)>le buiiding·s are losiog out to 
developef s~ • . , ' _ 

Marshallton is,.13 gem set. in a ring of historic 
•~. sites in ChesteF ;county. As-a vi1lage, jt,embodies 

(he county's history within a few acres~11 
•: The \Vest 'Bradford commission should be 

\ .commended for its efforts to preserve Marshallton • as an histori<: site. Residents of the township -
indeed, the, -.yhole county - would agree that the 
state shoitld grant the designation. 
, , • M~rshallton is too, valuable to lose. 

• ., 1 • 
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11arshallton: 

Village enjoys 
rich heritage 

By JOHN ADDVMAN 
Of The RECORD Staff 

Tugging on new suspender.s 
that were a shade too tight. and 
looking out for carriaJJeS without 
lanterns. the boy ¢rlss•crossed 
the road. . 

It had been • pl~asanl night. 
He darted from a pile or fresh 

sugar donuts at Mummcrl's 
Bakery to talk wjth his teacher, 
staying al the Hughes' sisters 
boarding house across the 
street. 

Back to Mummerrs and up 
the sidewalk, he turned. then 
squeaked in under the arm of 
one of the farmers who stood in 
the doo~•ay of Coqgress Hall. 
They came Fridays to trade 
some talk and savor a freshly• 
made cigar or share a few 
bowlfuls pf rich pipe tobacco. 

"The smoke in the room was 
so thick you couldn't see across 
it, .. lhe boy said, , 

Up the block, the general $lore 
"'as selling bushels or new gnnrl< 
out on the porch, and the cradle• 
maker on the corner was 
wor~1n.ii to gel a new shipment 
ready, 

·• 80YearsAgo 
The night was son with the 

moon still in the troes rimming 
Strasburg Road. And it was 
nearly 80 years ago. 

Haa the boy been born 120 
yc>rs earlier, he would have bad 
trouble iietting across lht' tMft. 

The night wouldn't have been as 
qoiet. Mr the smells as liquid 
and refreshing. 

In those days, Marshallton 
was a way station for lhe hard 
men who drove livestock of all 
siies and shapes into market al 
Philadelphia. 

And the pioneers ... 
Conestoga wagons working their 
way to the opening o!,the Penn-
sylvania frontiers and the Ohio 
Valley, hauling people or goods. 
Sixteen feel lo the top of the 
hoops, lhe wagons swayed ~s six 
horses strained up Strasburg 
ro:\d. 

Way Stations 
They might have stopped at 

the Centre Rouse. a la II barn-
like structure that sat on the 
crossroads or the Caln-
Wilmington Road with 
Strasburg Road. 

Because the Lancaster Pike 
e<>Sl money to use, the thrifty 
used narrow, winding 
Slr>sburg. Further along, 
another mile, lay the Mountain. 
House. another inn. 
'Strasburg .Road wasn't 

completed until 1770, yet 
Marshalllon had been waiting 
for nearly 100 years. The ?Own 
didn't have a name yet, lbat 
wouldn't occur until 1805. I 

But the village was lhcr11. 
.rohn Bartram and Abraham 
Marshall. as young men, had 

. (Please turn to Page 10) 



(Continued from Page One) 

• come l6 the new world and 
would be lhe founding fathers. 
Bul even earlier. William Penn 
had sold twQ large tracts of land, 
each 1,250 acres, to Mary 
Penninit\,on and and Daniel 
Smith. neither of whom cv~r 
saw America. 

Daniel's son, .Joseph, did 
come. Ii<> surveyed the land and 
built one of the lirsl log cabins in 
the Bradfords. in the early 1700s. 
His land was eventually sold to 
Richard Woodward. and the 
Pennington tract was broke_n 
into smaller parcels, some 
picked up b)• Edward Clayton 
and Thomas' Arnpld, who also 
were willing to settle in tile 
gi·ecn land. 

Abraham Marshall, Richard 
Woodward.~ Peter Collins and 
Richard 13\lrtington, who left 
England to escape religious 
persecution. established a 
Friends Meetin11 in 1729. 

A log cabin meeting house was 
built on MarsJ,all's property, 
th.en move<! Erom its spot along 
the ~rand~wine in the 1760s. As 
a stone meeting house was 

' 

erected painstaking~!<. perhaps 
100 feet away, the log structure 
was utilized as a stable\until it 
was finally torn down, The 
Bradford F'ricnds Me,:ting 
House. buill in 1765. still sta'l,ds. 
and is still in use. 

Sons Prosper 
.John B~rtram had a son, also 

named .John, who became a 
botanisl and author. llis 
collaborator on a book. 
uAme:ricus Bolanicus," was 
Humphrey Marshall, another 
budding young scientist and 
Abraham's son. 

Humphrey planted an ar• 
boretum and herb gardens 
around his home in 1773. It. too, 
is slill part of the lown that now 
bears his name. 

It was a quiet village. of 
course. When ~he chicks and 
ducks and cows had arriv1>d, 
they were stored in pens behind 
the hotels. When they left. the 
lown settled back into its 
pastoral murmur. 

Until 1850. it served lhis 
transient lradc. When the 
railroads took that away, 
manufacturing sprang up. 

Abraham Raili:y's home is a 
good example. lie was Lhe £irsl 
postmaster to see that envelopes 
leaving his little office had bolh 
a stamv and "~larshalllon" 
scrawled across them as a 

• 
postmark. And, besides the 
Qfrice •n~ ;i rcsideace , Bailey's 
l;>uilding also housed a store. 

Next to Bailey's. on' the nor• 
thern side or Route 162, the 
Strasburg Road, a town hall was 
built in 1872 by Daniel Miles. 
When folks weTeo't buss· 
meeting, be was busy 
slaughtering livestock. 

The next Lown hall belonged to 
the Knights of Pythias. 1'hal W3$ 
raised in J8'i6, and burned to the 
~rouncUn 1911. The Marshallton 
School is built very close to the 
old foundation. perhaps 150 feet 
north oflhe road. 

Ily 1912 the existing town hall 
had been built by lhe Old Order 
of lndc.pendent Americans. At 
various times since it has been 
used as a. grange, for dances, 
town meetings, and sessions or 
the Sons and naughters of 
Liberty. 

Pierce llodcbach had a store 
adjacent LO \he town hall. on the 
east side, two doors up the street 
from Bailey's home. Between 
1867 and !899. it was a 
restaurant. When it was in 
season. he sold ice cream. At 
other times. oysters were the 
speciality o( the house. When 
oysters were hard to get. he 
served slices o( polecat 
(skunk) ... his cuslomcrs. a 
hardy lot. didn't seem to notice 
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Upping block 
There was a graceful way lo get on a borse that bad 
been plowing a fle1d all week long, and Ibis was It: BD 
upping block. Just stride up four atalrs, and Jump on. 
Tbe lk!ldslone block Is In the yard of tbe Bradl°"d 
Friends Meeting H""'•· 

, 
Original marker 
Wbeo a county seat was beb,g dedded upon for 
Cbester-Dela1\'are, ,Couuty, Marsballton was coo• 
•Id~ because It was tbollgbt lo ll,e In Ille gwgraphlc 
enter. West Bradford ToWDSblp Hlslorical Cbmmlttee 
CbalrlJlllD Oave Davis shows a stone that divided ,Weal 
Bnlcilord In two: II ls tbe marker between tbe original 
WDllam Penn land grants lo Mary Penntnpon and 
Joseph Smltb. Tbe road lying ne,q lo it leads to tbe 
Bradford Friends Meeting H-e. 



freserviµg 
the Marshallton miracle • --

atmosphere in Marshallton." 
By JOHN ADDYMAN said navis. "It is the intent or 
Of The RECORD Staff • the historical district not to Ii mil 

Being witness to a miracle is development, bul to prc1vide 
something special. guidelines so that future 

Pe~pclualing lhat miracle is development blends into the 
somelhing else again. unique char.acter that is Mar-

Onelocal community is trying shallton." 
to do just that. The history or Marshallton, a 

"This is a very light-knit lltlle way sta(ion tor (he com mere~ 
town," said Dave navis, moving east and west along lhe 
walkipg along Route 162. "And Strasbut·g Road, is still readily 
it's unique, because there are evident. There are several 
people here living ln the same buildings approaching their 
houses their parents and 200th birthday which today 
grandparents and great• stand as remnant$ of a culture 
grandparents lived in. that spawned America and. 

"It's a miracle lhat it has more particularly. Penn-
stayed the way ii is , , . the sylvania. 
same." Miracles rarelv take on the 

Oallis is Qne of a new breed of solidity or stone ·and wood, but 
people - young people - who Marshalllon seems to have them 
are,.stepping in brtw~cn the in abundance - the Bradford 
irre"Vocabl~ c,Qn~e111\cnccs,~ li:r.iends Meeting-House. -and 

-urban sprawl as it radiates from cemetery nearby pre-<late lhe 
Philadelphia and Delaware neclaration of lndependeoce. 
Count),, and what remains of the The Marshalton Inn, first 
old, and fairly original. Chester known as the Sign of lhe General 
County. Wayne Hotel, remains much as 

As head of the west Bradford it was when built in 1193. 
Township Historical Committee, Humphrey Marshall's home, 
Pavis is preparing the group's surrounded by an arboretum 
application to tbe Pennsylvania that 1Vas one or the area's 
Historical and Museum Com- botanical treasures, is still a 
mission which oversees Act 167. residence, 206 years after it was 

West Bradford wants to make built. 
lhe village of Marshallton a Tl\e Cenlrn House, a hotel that 
historical dislricl, roughly has had a dozen uses since, was 
following Route l62, the old built in 1764 al the crossroads or 
Strasburg Road, from Copes the old Wilmington-Caln {load 
Bridge on the cast lo Mar- with Strasburg Road, and lies 
shallton-Thorndale Road on the vacant today, with promises by 
";est. and from 800 to 1,000 feel the owncrto maintain it. 
north and south or the center or And yet. all of these structures 

were put up before lhc heyday of 
16~ .. Wc want to assure the people Marshallton, They au bore 

. that we alway$ have a village witness - often a bo,slcrous 
_x,stcnce - lo lbe parades of 

drovers and farmers, the 
teamsters, and pioneers. 

Later, these same structures 
housed the new small 

manufacturing sites which 
sprang up when the transient 
trade died, victim of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad. 

And still later, in the 29th 
Century. J\farshallton has a new 
life as an arts and crnlls com• 
m unity, and as a select 
residential area. The same 
buildings. many of them, a·re 
still in use. 

The Historical Committee 
would be moving lo preserve 
lhese buildings, and lhe am-
biance of the village community 
that provides such a pleasant 
drive-through on a Sunday af-
ternoon. 

Marsballlon was almost the 
county seat. as talk would have 
it, when the site was being 
chosen in 1786. The central 
location recommended i( highly. 

And_it was ncarl,Y_ called... 
"Martinsville," but the United 
Slates Post OHice would have 
none of lt, bee a u.se there were 
already loo many towns by that 
name. The Marlin family had 
been early seltlers and suc-
cessful merchants in town. 

When "Marshallton" was 
[inaUy p(cked as the name. 
honoring Quaker Botanist and 
author Humphrey, and his 
fa lher A bra ham who 
established the Friends 
Mee(ing, first postmaster 
Abraham Bailey was quick to 
get sell1ed in at his job. in 1805. 
He split the mail chores with 
those or running his small store. 
His home - where the post 
office and store were located -
is still standing. 

Marshallton as Davis 
describes, is readily identifiable 
as a village. H has been for more 
than 200 years. West Bradford 
Township would like to be able 
lo call it a village 200 years from 
now, with the same affection. --- ---

LJ-TheRECORD,Coatesville, Pa., Fr1day, No~embe'r 17, 1978 



Bradford Friends Meeting House .. 
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Marshallton 's first post office 



C~ter County l.andmark 
The Maribalton lllD, wblch opened for bua/ness ID 1793 aa the "Sign of Ille 
General Wayne Hotel" Is on Ille ilattonal hl8torlcal bulldhtg register, and 
one of Ille jewels of exlstlog Cbetkr COGDty heritage. The whlle bnlldlng ; . . 

flUtCORDphofoby~m S.dm11Jl\,III 

at the left was once a stable. In the days when llfarsbalfton waa a stopover 
for the drovers and teamslers drlvlog goods aod llyeatock to 
Pbiladelphla, pens out back kept Ille animals happy overulght. 

• 
• 
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W. Bradford 
tax logical 

• 

West Bradfor I Township has se~ral valuable 
assets, including •pen land, a very• pable Board 
of Supervisors, a unique historical tr dition and a 
desire to preserve the character oft-~ community. 

By even considering a • on • n~W". 
construction, the supervisors ..._have opened 
themselves up to criticism from de"4!lopers. The 
developers want to sell homes in tj)e township, 
they're not overly concerned with tile ability of the 
township to pay for services several years from 
now. 

The supervisors are very con~rned. They 
ant to maintain the character of the township, 
ving it-from being paved over with drive_ways 

nd developments. 
They are also concerned about tbe additional 

, inancial burden •incurred as new construction 
~rings in more people who have increased 
demands for services. They wonder why the newer 
·residents don't pay a greater share for the 
ncrease in costs caused by population growth 
nduced by developments. 

There is considerable logic behind the new 
onstruction tax, particularly since the amount 
·scussed as an example ($700) probably wouldn't 
ake or break a sale of a new house in one of the 

pounty's most- beautiful areas! 
!.. Developers have been able to capitalize on 
rest Bradford because it is a rural community -rnd the local officials want'to keep it that way. 

The new construction tax should be carefully 
discussed - particularly in light of the possible 
legal challenges. But that taic, considering today's 
housing market and the 11ature of the township, 
will not be a major deterrent to future, well-
planned growth. 

l 
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landsca·pe architects' 

go~I: self-sufficien·cy 
By CAROLYN ROESSEL 

(Local News Correspondent) 

Ian McHarg was late arriving at his 
University o( Pennsylvania office. The 
pigs were loose again. 

''Tbey are diabolically clever animals,'' 
McHarg complained. Twelve of the pro-
fessor's 90-pound feeder pi~ paired up to 
push out of their pen, and McHarg, wllo Is 
nearly alwa)'ll in his office by II :SO, In• 
stead was chasing the escapees who were 
tearing up his lawn. 

That wasn't quite as bad, he said, ~s the 
time he chased his Highland bull and 
three cows down RL 162. 

McHarg and bis wife Carol. both land• 
scape architects, never dreamed they 
wou)d be raising 102 animals. But when 
the couple bought the S5-acre farm on 
Broad Run road near Marshallton, Ca.rol 
said they Just started accumulating ani• 
mals, and the plan the couple now has for 
their !arm began to take shape. 

The McHargs' aim is to raise all their 
food and supply all the energy they need 
from alternative sources on the rarrn. 
'l'llis ambitious project is In keeping with 
their Innovative philosophies as ).andscape 
archllects. 

• • • 
Jan, 59, heads Penn's Department of 

Landscape Architecture and Regional 
Planning. which he organized years 
ago. He is an Internationally-known con-
servationist, environmentalist. and ecolo-
gist, but he Is probably best known as an 
outspoken doomsday propbel. predlcUng a 
bleak future for the human race, filled 
with polluted air and water. disease, star-
vation, radioactive contamination, oil 
spills.and energy shortages. all caused by 
stupidity. 

"If we allowed SSJ"s to destroy the 
ozone, it would be ridiculous for man to 
explre because of that," be said. 

Ian's book, De$ign with Nut.,re, is a 
set or vivid instructions on bow to plan 
and redesigu our roan-made environment 
- cities and suburbs - so they comple-
ment, rather than obliterate, the natural 
water, animal and plant processes found 
t~ere. 

Carol, 31, earned her master's degree in 
landscape architecture from Penn, where 
sbemetlan. 

"It was very romantic. Some day 1 plan 
to write about It," she laughs. But now 
her ef!orts are ooncenlraled elsewhere, 
on a "how-to" landscape book for home-
owners tentatively UUed Nature'• De-
•ig11. In it she explains in detail bow to 
choose native planlS that don't need wa-
tering or mowing to cover the land around 

a house. She also explains where to place 
those pl'IJ1ts so that one can save 40 per-
cent on oil and electricity bills for heating 
and cooling the house. , 

"Developers have to slop bulldo7,ing 
sites." she said. "Houses sitling on top of 
a barren piece or land look awful, And h 
takes years and years and years to make 
them look like they fit there. 

"What I'm saying is there are alterna-
tives which are as pretty or prettier and 
much less expensive." 

• • • 
It seems natural then. for a couple so 

impassioned with preserving nature to be-
come, as Ian said, "the newest pseudo 
!armers in Chester County. 

''Everyone, whether or not they live in 
a one-acre suburban colonial home, should 
be self-suf!icient as much as they possibly 
can," Ian said. "What we're doing with 
the land al the moment is just mowing 
lawns. Families could produce all their 
vegetables on one acre. 

"For too long we've taken !or granted 
the farmers out there who are making the 
food. a.nd we'•e also taken for granted the 
cheap prices at which we could buy food. 
All that .has been thwarted by the rising 
.cost of energy. For the lirst Ume since 
World War II, there's an advantage to re-

Stallcllng cattle and a sllllag lift: Manllallloa couple w11111 to sepply Its own animals, vege1ables allcl minerals • 

,-~-~:'/..IU.t'UU.@'/4¼WUU/20'i~#~ 



lumlng to the lamlly farm." 
• • • 

On the corner where Rt. 162 meets the 
uavel Broad Run road is a pen holding six 
sheep, live or them black ("You can get a 
higher price ror black wool," Carol ex-
plained), and 11 goal. Farther down Is an 
overgrown terraced garden that produced 
lbe Mcllarg,s' vegetables In warmer 
weather. Across a small strip or land be-
side the road Is the clear, tum~ling Broad 
Ru,n, the locus or "one or our biggest 
dreams. We don't know lf It will ever hap-
pen," Carol sajd. 

The couple wants to move the gravel 
road lo the other side of the'stream, and 
dam the stream !or hydroelectric power. 
This could supply all the electricity they 
need to run the farm, and more. Carol 
saia. 

"We could sell electricity back to Phila-
delphia Electric. 11 would be nice to bill 
them for a change,'' she said, laughing. 

Close to the road is the old fieldstone 
and wood house where the McHargs live. 
The front part or It was built In 1680 and 
another section was built in l'lllO. Across 
from that is another bare stone house that 
was orice a mlll for lulling (cleaning, 
stretching, shrinking) and dying cloth. 

Behind this is what was once a lawn. 
now rutted by pig's feet. A lane between 

l. 

the houses leads to the barnyard, a 
bodgepodge of ramshackle pens and 
sheds, with loose and faded boards. Chick• 
ens, roosters, and ducks strut across the 
muddy road, and pigs grunt from Inside 
the gates or the largest barn, to which 
they were banished alter their latest es-
cape. 

The farm dates lrom the early 18th cen-
tury, Ian said, and has not been !armed in 
a long Ume. "It's an enormous job." 

But the big barn. which apparently has 
been deteriorating for years, will be 
transformed, Carol sai<I, Into a solar 
greenhouse in which the couple will grow 
vegetables and fruit year-round. They also 
plan to build a swimming pool in front or 
the greenhouse to serve as a "heat sink." 
The solar panels that wi.11 heat the green• 
house will also heat the water in the 
swimming pool. Bot water for the house 
will then be obtained by runnnlng pipes 
from the pool lo the house, Carol said. 

• • • 
Other energy-producing schemes the 

McHargs have ror their !arm Include set-
ting a windmill on one of the hilltops to 
generate electricity, and rigging a meth• 
ane digester, or still, to make ruel to pow, 
er vehicles. (Adjustments would have to 
be made on the vehicles to be powered by 
methane or alcohoJ.) A methanedlgester, 

Carol said, uses manure lo make meth-
ane. Distllled g~aln from a still produces 
alcohol, and the waste product, uain 
mush, can be red to the animals. 

"Obviously, we'll need a lotof technical 
advice," carol said. •·we want to make a 
complete circle - everything used (or 
som.ething else." 

Carol said sbe and Ian are "extremely 
Ot>timisUc" that their plans will eventual-
ly be reali~. The immediate problem, 
site said, is finding money to pay lor it all. 
"We're hoping the government Will give 
grants for these alternative energy 
things," Carol said. 

Ian and Carol do all the work on the 
farm. "We don't even have a tractor," Ian 
said. Bui surprisingly, his wife said, the 
farming is not overly tlm~nsuming. 
Carol said ii takes about a hall hour in the 
morning and a half hour In the evening to 
feed the animals. 

The couple's food bill has bee, reduced 
by half since they started raising animals 
and growing vegetables, Carol 1aid. She 
estimated they save about $100 per pig 
over what they would have to pay !or re-
tail pork cuts. 

"When I'm finished with this book I 
want lo devote more time to actual larm-

(Coo1lnued on Page 24, Column I) 

Ian McHarg: envlronmeotaliSI, d.oomsday prophet 

'For too long we've taken 
lor granted the farmers out 
there who are making the 
lood ... Everyone, whether or 
not they live· in a one-acre 
suburban colonial home, 
should be self-sufficient .as 
much as they possibly can.' ( 





Unionville man wins 
DL/V 

city planning award 
Prestigious Japan Prize 
given to local landscaper 
By RUTH LAMBERT 
Special to the Local News 

Ian McHarg. a Unionville resident and pro-
fessor emeritus of landscape architecture 
and ,·e-gional ptruming at the University or 
Pe,msylvania, has boon named as this year's 
recipient of 1Jie Japan Prize in city planning. 

Equivalent in prestige to the Nobel Prize, 
1J1e Japan P,iie is awarded by The Science 
and Technology Foundation or Japan to rec-
ogni1.e scientists ru1d researchers who have 
made a substantial contribution to the 
advancen,uul of science an(I technology ru1d 
to lhe peace and prospe1ity of mru1kind. A 
cash award or 50 million yen (about 
$480,000) is presented per prize category. 

McHarg said he beUe,'eS he was chosen in 
recognition of his lifetime work integrating 
natural sciences into city planning and land• 
scape architecture. 

Born in Scotland, McHarg served as a 
major in the British arn\Y from 1939-1946. A.s 
part or that service he was invol,'ed in 
rebuilding the w-..ir,r<1vage<I cities and com-
munities of Europe. He then went on w 
study city planning and landscape architec-
ture at Harvard University where he earned 
both 11is bachelor and master's degrees, J:>ul 
said the program was "impoverished of sci• 
e~,ce." 

"AL that time lru1dscape archit~re was 
preoccupied with gardens for the rich, which 
I found lO be offensi,oe," he said. 

When in l954 he accepted the challenge of 
de,oelopiJig a department in landscape archi-
tecture at LIie University of Pern1Sylvania. he 
said that he realized he 'knew nothing about 

sciencx>s and nobody else did either.• 
McHarg sel about putting "nature back inw 

landscape arehitectme• and developed the 
new department a1 Pe1111 with a re-am of sci-
entists representi11g Uie ph.VSical, biological 
and social sciences. The Penn team included 
met.eorologi.sts, geologists, hydrologists, soil, 
plant and wildlife ecologists, anLhropologists 
and now computer· scientists and resource 
economists. 

•1 was U1e man with the rubber baton, rt1e 
integl'ator," he said. 

"Ian put Penn on Lhe map as one of the two 
leading sd100Is in landscape a1'Chitectme." 
said John Dixon Hum, current head of the 
landscape architecture and regional planning 
department at Peim. "Bu1, in addition, he 
rode the wave of ecological and environ-
mental concerns. He made it the philo-
sophical and even the moral basis of 
developing a piece of ground." 



Harry Perdue 1s~ f senior resident 
of Marshallton 

By DOUGLAS HARPER 
(Of the 'Local News Staff) 

Harry Perdue has be<)n all 
over. the irtate of Pennsylvania. 
putting up signs for the high-
way department. But he ne,·er 
found a place he'd rather live 
than Marshallwn. 

Perdue is retired now, but not 
idle. He was born in Down-
ingtown in lS:99, and moved w 
a farm in West Bradford with 
his parent when he was four. 
Several decades ago he moved 
up w Marsh.allton, and that's 
where he still makes his home. 

Perdue fig11res he's lived in 
Marshallton Conger than any-
one. 11Since Clarence Moore 
died, I'm about the oldest resi• 
dent around this neighbor-
hood,• he said. 

When he first visited 
Marshallton, Perdue sald, peo-
ple walked to the butcher shop 
for meat, the bakery for bread, 
and the general metchandise 
swre for everything else. 

Perdue's m,emory stretches 
back to th,e days before 
Marshallton bad ele<:tricity. He 
remem~rs hls father ~ding up 
to the village every Fnday with 
a wagon load of butter and eggs 

'Since Clarence 
Moore died, I'm 
about the oldest 
resident around this 
neighborhood.' 

-Harry Perdue 

w sell. 
Perdue said he thinks it was 

a good idea that the village 
went on the National Register, 
H~ said he likes the way 
Marshallwn has retained much 
of its "country village" 
atmosphere. 

Perdue is writing a hist.ory of 
the Marshallwn region, and 
spends evvery Tuesday ln \he 
County Court House re-
searching deeds. But he has a 
personol treasure of memories, 
rarer than any written docu-
ments. 

"I remember a whole lot of 
things that the old men of 
Marsballwn told me, 75-80 
yearaago.• ---

--.,...., 
~allton Meth.odis1 Church ,:,ear the center of the village ' old school house in Marshallton, West Bradford 

%///41/}/%~;/%//./1@7,,fff.~~~//~~ 



the ditfcrcncc. 
Up The Street 

Next to Rodebach"s was 
William Loller. a tinsmith. His 
shop stood as a wing on his 
home. along the west side. 
facing Strasbutg Road. The 
ma1·ks where tb'c shop was at-
tached to the h'omc nre still 
visible. 

Loller was Clarence Moore's 
grandfather. ~loore, at 87, is one 
or Marshallton's oldest 
residents. His <,laughter, Nancy 
Hill, it a member 0£ the West 
Bradford Township ,1-Jis!orical 
Committee.• • 

She has fo1111cr Corms which 
might indicate lhat Loller also 
did some bootmaking. Her 
falller and grandmother were 
born in that house. 

Moore has been a lravi:,ler. 
Talking about Boston on a bright 

a rternoon, he said, "The last 
lime I was there, I saw Billy 
Sunday preach in Scully 
Square:· 

His rather, .r. William Moore, 
•was at one lime, the township's 
Uoadmaster. His uncle. Nelson 
Loller, ran Congress Hall, the 
tobacco shop whi.ch served the 
purpose of being lhc town 
com muniealions center on 
Friday nights. 

Across the street Ctom the 
Moore residence, Neis-on 

--

Cheyney once made and sold 
shoes. At one lime ii was a 
clothing store owned by .J a<;kson 
Hughes. , 

.Tames Embree made his own 
farm implements in his shop, 
next lo where the fire ha ti nqw 
stands. Nelson Loller owned lt 
thereafter. turning i( into 
Congress Hall. where Lancaster 
County tobacco-which had been 
stored. dried and cured in local 
'barns was made int.o cigars. 

Behind these shops, even 
further away from the road than 
the second town hall, was lhe 
school. The first one In Mar-
shall(on went up in 18:18. built 13y 
Moses Marsl,all, Humphrey's 
nephew. The present elemen-
tary school <fates from 1879. 

Marsbalton Inn 
Starting business as "The Sign 

of General Wayne Hotel'' in 
1793, the Marshalton Inn (the 
name was changed Lo the 
MarshaUton Hotel in 1858) has 
been· a haven for travelers for 
a I most two centuries and ls a 
nationally-recognized historical 
structure. 

A town like Marshallt.on grows 
• up with legends and facts. 
Sometimes the two intertwine. 

,f ack Thornbury, who Ii ved in. 
the only brick building in town 
pre-1900 aod was a successful 
butcher, liked lo regale the boys 

at Congress Hall with his tales of 
prowess. 

"When I go to get cherries, I 
don't pick 'cm off the tree," he'd 
say, "I just back my wagon up 
underneath R and shake. the 
whole tree." 

Moses Woodward. whose 
house was built sometime after 
1852 on the northeast corner of 
Strasburg and Sugars Bridge 
Roads, was the first constable. 
He arrested people, collected 
back laxes, and would pull 
passing lea msters of( their 
wagons to have a chat and some 
lemonade on his front porch. 

"Walch out you buckies, 
better run!" he'd rumble as the 
laxes came due and the 
delinquents were being sought. 

George M~Farland. living 
across the street from Wood• 
ward, was a pumpmak\!r. He 
asked to be buried with some of 
the pine he used every day in his 
coffin. The undertaker rested 
his head on a pillow stuffed full 
of shavings. 

Cemeteries 
Part of Marshallton's hist.or>' 

ls buried. and marked. There 
are three very old cemetcri<>s. 
all south of Route 162. 

The original Friends 
cemetary Iles behind a stone and 
masonry wall. Al least one or lh<> 
markers dates to 1740. To the 
south is the WeSt Bradford 
Cemetary, organized much 
later. and holding the bodies of 
many of the citizens of Mar-
shallton who were not Quakers. 

One such man is Na than 
Simms. a slave whose home lay 
right on the boundary line (now 
marked by a stone) between the 
original Smith and Pennington 
Penn land grants. 

Simms, it is said, was the man 
who held .John Wilkes Booth's 
horse on the night of April 14, 
1865. 

To the east, the Methodist 
cemetery represents an out-
standing example of the ea:rly 
Pennsylvania country chur• 
chyard. A Revolutionary War 
soldier is buried there. 

On every corner of every 
street in Marshallton, history is 
an ever•present fiber of the 
community; a partner who has 
been brought along through the 
progression of three centuries. 
It is a special ambiance that 
can't be created again ... but Its 

-~stencc c~o be perpetuate<!.:., 

j 
I 



Un.ique viewpoint 
From one of the unlqne vantage points In West Bradford Tow115hlp, Harry 
,Perdue bas a twin perspedlve: be can look back over the 75 years he's 
been part of Marshallton's blatory, and ahead to the pfans that are being-
made lo preserve b1s village. ' 

Part of the exc1temenl in 
history is living memory. 

Harry Perdur, who admits lo 
having lived in the neighborhood 
(or 75 years, has seen J\far-
shallton ease into the 1970s. 

He is the model for the boy, 
criss-crossing the road; he 
helped write this story. 

Living hi.story 
Not all of the history of a town can be menured In 
dOCf.!DfniS or buDdlngs of stoae; Clare~e Moore Is o 

,goocl example. Living In the same bo11Se he end hla 
mother were born In, Moore Is 81 years old, and bas 
seen the %Olli Century touch bis town, but not change It 
substan&ny, 

f 
'• 

f 
i. 
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MARSHALTON 
VILLAGE 
INC. 

Marshal ton 
Village 
Incorporated 

NEWSLETTER 
"Marshalton's Future is Its Past" 

May 1981 

The purposes of Marshalton Village Inc. are for education, 
charity and historical research; to collect and preserve 
relics, implements, momentos, pictures, books, manuscripts, 
records, source and secondary material, and other items of 
historical interest relating to the history and development 
of the American rural scene, American life, and early 
American history; to establish a permanent exhibition and 
museum of such collections, which shall in the years to 
come bear witness to American youth and to all Americans 
as to the conditions and difficulties under which their 
predecessors developed America and its institutions; to 
acquire and develop suitable sites and to provide appropri-
ate buildings and other suitable appurtenances for deposit-
ing, storing and exhibiting all or any portion of said 
collections; to hold meetings devoted to said purposes; to 
reproduce said relics, records, and articles, and to prepare 
and disseminate pamphlets, books, and other written material 
relating to said purposes; and in general to promote the 
study of American history and the preservation of exa.mples 
of early American life and institutions. The corporation 
does not contemplate pecuniary gain or profit, incidental 
or otherwise, to its members. 

Articles of Incorporation for Marshalton Village Inc. -
Misc. Document 412540, by the court, Aug. 17, 1965 -
s/John M. Kurtz, Jr., Judge. 

Marshalton Village Inc. is tax exempt under Section 501 (Cl (3). 
Federal Tax No. 23-7060634. 

_...--, GENERAL 
~FORMATION Kirke Bryan, Esq., No,rristown, Pa., serves as our Attorney, ....... 

The Architect & Planning Consultant is Orin M. Bullock, 
Rising Sun, Md. 



-:;;.,--::;-=:;:,-------=------==---~--=-----------~ 
MUSEUM The library and museum has been established primarily 

for research, history of East and West Bradford, 
family records, Humphry Marshall, and Marshalton 

DONATIONS 
RECEIVED 

Village. 
The museum is open by appointment. Please call 
(215) 696-0816. 

Since our September 1980 Newsletter, the following 
donations have been made: 
*Old clothing 

Mrs. Robert Batchelder 
*Stud Horse Poster 

G. William Holland 
*Brick & Stone Mason's Level used by J. D. Reilly 

in local area 
Anna D. Reilly 

*Conestoga Wagon 
Walter D. Carlin 

*Addressograph macbin~. cabinets, etc. 
R. O. Claypoole 

*Carriage (shown in photograph below) 
on loan - anonymous 

*Antique Eyeglasses - 5 pair 
Mrs. Lansdale Humphreys 

*Book "Old Gardens In and About Philadelphia'' 
(includes Humphry Marshall's residence, 1773) 
Allan Ferver 

-
Marshalton Village Inc.· 
630 Sugarbridge Road 
West Chester, PA i9380 

-

,.,t:,,-..,..__.-
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To be honored by Old Timers 

" 
. ' 

Henry Jeff eris has fond 
....,.......,..,,..,...., 

• Ineinones of 
baseball career 
1lle RECORD, COatesville, Pa., Friday, January 30, 1976-

By NADINE FREEMER 
RECORD Sportswriter 

Tbe name Henry Jefferis may 
not be a household word like 
Connie Mack or Dizzy Dean. but 
both of those baseball immortals 
were friends of a spunky kid from 
Coatesville who never really 
made It to the major leagues. 

"I pitched for major league 
teams and against major 
leagurers. But l never pitched an 
inning of major league baseball," 
emphasized the 70-year old 
veteran this week. 

It has been quite a while since 
anyone saw Jefferis in action, but 
the Kennett Old Timers' Baseball 
Association will be bringing ltim 
back into the limelight at their 
annual banquet on Feb. 14 at the 
Po-Mar-Lin Fire Hall in 
UnionviHe. 

Jefferis will be honored along 
with Harry Nosnesky, Peck 
Darlington, Charlie White, John 
Moynihan and Bob uidwick Sr .. 
who Jefferis signed when he was 
a scout for the Dodgers. 

Jefferis colorful career began 

--
in 1925 when he graduated from 
Coatesville High School and was 
signed by the East1>n club of the 
Eastern Shore Leligue. Jefferis 
pitched for Easton until 1927 
when the league. went broke. 

For the next two years, he 
embarked on an odyssey that 
included a year of pitching 
batting practice and exhbition 
games for the Philadelphia 
Athletics, three months at 
Greensville, Sou'Lh Carolina , and 
then onto the Greensboro club of 
the Piedmont League. Green-
sboro won the league pennant in 
1929, and Jefferis pitched two 
winning playoff games. 

That pennant seemed to be the 
start of something big for Jef-
feris. When the season ended, lhe 
St. Louis Cardinals bought his 
contract and he seemed 10 be on 
his way. 

''1'11 never forget tbat first trip 
to Florida for spring training. I 
was raised in :Romansvllle. My 
parents came to the train to see 
me off, and the Philadelphia 
Record sent a photographer. I 

-
Henry Jeff~ris 

, 



aECOII.O, Coatesville. Pa., Monda , 0,1000( 11, 1916 

'
1-ger crowd joins 

, Marshallton race . .;. .• ' 
troraPageOae) 

1f d FlN Co, 
lwt 

wbetled otc •t lht 
A.Nial.ant Dlslrict 

Ga•U\rop's 
tacooatlon1 and 

-.i.:..wt, whttlS aod 
..... . dlltilC o-Ytf lbt back --

road cart ways of West 8l"adtord 
TowoJhlp, dowa Uu-ou.,b roJUac 
Cbut.tr County bllb under 
'otokta duk clouds lhroqb 
which the SUD peeked saucU)' lo 
the, Braodyw-ioe Crttk .. ,dua,;• 
pla1 blkts: oil sfdt of lbt road 
IO that douru of upe.nslve 10,. 
1pttda Ut 1n hapbaurd pUet ... 

... Getllo& to,:elhtr with four 
part.Der, dngcl.ag a canoe lO the 
c.rttlt'1 edae. 1lippi.na: dOWD tht 
m~dy ban.k, 1plub.101 lato lht 
wa\er, clambtrln,g In, "trying lo 
right the tragne craft a.od point 
It downst.rea m: 1eulng lbt 
cUckta• scared out by the 
'"Brandywine Plrates"-bar 
regulars Ted Morrfs, Laurle 
U:u.btr, Olll Pittryk, and Steve 
Clark, ~ho have park•d 
lhem,elvtt ht • rowboat ao~ 
cbored ln lbe crttlt. dtt1Rd up 
Uke pl.rat.et aod rlrio.1 oU a yacht 
gwa at uch puslng uooe. 
"We'ff here for uplne aod 
lll\l&hter!'' Captalo Morris 
ftlls It paulo.a ttAOel, shaking 
aaword ... 

... Hullln1 and Pullllli 16rou&h 
16t final ltl, pu,hlai !he bike 
pe.dab 'dowa dellbtraleb, 
wandering U lhla bill ll tvu 
soln.& to tad, faces red, b•lr 
Hkew ln tbe-...lnd ... fioally, The 
Flallh, aod belog grffted by 1 
tlmt.r )'tllin.C: )'our number ofl 
and the pollte appbu.se of 
lpecl&lor&, 

overau wm.oe.r 
For t.be secood straight time. 

Alltio Lawver wall the ovenJl 
wlooer. floJ.shlng: to 58 mloute11, 
'1 HeOl.'ldl, He bell hll owa 
record lime of last 1ur of one 
bo-u.r aad 44 Sttoodl, 

)hay othet awards 10d 
prt.seata.Uont were madt, ln au 
sorUof cattgoritt, mo,t notabl>1 
"worst perlorm1oct'' to Lhe 
three men fl'Om Sorbus. Joe. who 
borrowed a 1m1ll computar, 
video acretn. 10d print.er aod 
wroLe up • program for race 
tHlllU. 

The program se.t up bf John 
Rlordo.o and Joe Sheve wltb 
Mo.ae Cornwell worked Uoe, but 
somehow some of lhe d1t1 input 
was mes$ed up and they had to 
rewrite part of the program, 
uu1loa: ID bou.r delay (n race 
returat. 

Penonal goals were most 
important to partlclpanu, such 
u ooe young wom.i.n who 
retpoodtd to a que-1t1on: "tm 
alrl&bt. I beat Utt pttSOO 1 
wanted \.o beat-my 1upervllor 
at work who's the same •ae lam 
1ndm.ale," 



INTO THE Wlt.TER go a team of hopeful, during th. second heot of the 
Manhalton Inn Triathalon ye,terday. The Triathalon combiMCI canoeing, 
bkylco bicycle racing ond walking. 



Al1en Lawver repeats 
• with Triathalon Win 

(Edllor's aote: Dally Local News cor-
respoedent Andrew Petkolsky, wllo wrote 
~Is story, llalsbed llllrd la bis cla11' beat 
aad Josi milled tllte Top 19 overall In the 
Marsllallton T'riatbalon. Allo4it 18e coates-
lHts entered the race.) 

By ANDREW PETKOFSKY 
(Local News Corntpoadent) 

He bent o- the-bicycle, 1queezm, lhe 
rear tire to test Its lnOaUon. There was no 
time to make repairs, but lhe a~IMty 
helped him pass the minutes before the 
start. 

"I really should have sitllled up to race," 
he said. 

His son did not respond, having beard 
the same remarlt three times In lhe put 

hour. Instead, be moved closer to the bike 
and brealhed on hla cupped hands to warm 
I.hem. 

"I should be racing,'' lhe man said. 
It was mid•alternoon yesterday and 

already many were on the course, com-
peUng in lhe Third Annual Marsbalton Inn 
Trialbloo. 

The 50 racers walling to start In the final 
beat were lmpaUent to be off, after lhe 
boor-long delay since the first racers had 
left. 

FinaUy the gun l<Klllded and they aped 
along Strasburg and then Norlhbrook and 
Wawaset roach on a wild downhill ride. 

Nol really for albletes 
For a moment lhe n, before the first beat 

leaders came acrCl8s the finish line, the 

man awalUng his 90n's return was left 
wilh other spectators In the Marsbalton 
IM parking I0L Many who had brought 
their chlldren to race told each other they 
wished they too had entered. 

Unlike more tradiUonal athletic com-
peUtioos, the Triathaloo Is not only for 
athletes. Combining canoeing, cycling and 
wsllrlng over a 10 mile coorse, it was 
designed to attract sertoos cornpetltors 
and those out for f11n. 

This yeu fritnds of trialbalon inventors 
~e Mershon and Jack McFadden 
posed as plrates In a dressed up row boat. 
They barraged passing canoes with a 
ceremonial caMon. 

"Out of all the racers, we only had one 
bad response," said plrate Ted Morris. 
"Thal says something for the good humor 
of the competitors." 

Many racers said they hadn't trained es-
pecially for the event. 

Rell Is best 
"We Just got together a lew times and 

rode around some," said a member of tbe 
Tredyffrin-Easttown Racers, a club that 
entered about 20 members. Another racer, 
claiming that rest is the best tralnlng, 
worked out by staying oil bis bike !or two 
wetks prior to the race. 

The first one back was Allen Lawver of 
Downingtown, who 'beat his partner Tom 
Schultz by 1ix Inches and set a new coorse 
record of 58 minutes, 41.8 seconds. 

The old record, set last year by Lawver, 
was one bour, '4 seconds. At that Ume, 
ll!Mt of the bicycle route down Wawuet 
road was dirt and gravel. It bas since been 
repaved. 

Class wlMers were: minutemen• Tom 
Schultz: minutewoman-Yvonne McFad-
den; drummer boy-Ralph Epplnhelmer; 
forefather• R. Tea111e; foremother-M. 
Gibbon. 

All wl-rs received trophies with a 
cash prize of $100 going to the overall win• 
ner. Tbe classes represellt different aee 
groups. 

Triathalon festivities went on past dark, 
with live entertainment and food from the 
West Bradford Fire Co. keeping thinp 
lively. 

Many racers lingered at the Inn to bear 
the results, which took several boors to 
compile, dlsplte the aid of a '60,000 com-
p!ltor timing system whldt bad been 
loaned to the officials. 

Proceeds from the entry fees will be 
devided between the West Bradford Fire 
Co. and the Chester County Hospital. 



t·url<ing 
• pirates 

Silently slipping through the 
channel, the pirates find a con• 
cealed cove to await their unwit-
ting prey. 

Suddenly, the splash of paddles 
is. heard upstrem. Pulling their 
bandanas tighter around their 
craggy foreheads, the evil outlaws 
of the sea tense with anticipation. 

This is it. The chance for the 
bearded desperadoes to become 
masters of the waterway. 

They show their colors, prime 
their fire anns and let fly. 

A puff of smoke hangs over the 
Brandywine and the determined 
paddlers go merrily on their way, 
i"gnoring their bru$h with burial at 
sea. 

It was all part of the fun during 
the Marshallton Triathalon yester-
day. The ill-fated pirates were 
captained by Ted Morris. Story 
and more staff photos by Larry 
McDevitt of the Trlathalon on 
Pa e 21. 
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HANK HAMILTON, one of 180 partkiponts in yester-
day's Third Annual Marshalton Inn Triathalon rests 

after the race, hi, bicycle lying by his side. 
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One star of Chester County 
Day is the Marshal house 

Humphry Marshal house 

• 



By CLARE LILLEY 
(Of the Local News Staff) 

There is nothing like a crisp ear-
ly fall day to see some of the out-
standing attractions of Chester 
County. On the first Saturday of 
October, Chester County Day, 
which benefits Chester County 
Hospital, West Chester, offers all 
kinds of delightful places for peo-
ple to visit, including both public 
and private buildings. 

The 42nd "Day" coming up is no 
exception. There will 46 stops of-
fered in the W1!$t Chester, Mar-
shall ton, Westtown and Sugartown 
areas. Each place open has a die-
Unction all its own, and Chester 
County Day people are always re-
luctant to praise one place over 
another. 

But even with this reluctance, 
some places stand out in their own 
right. The Humphry Marshal 
House in Marshallton is one of 
these. 

Built in 1773 by Humphry Mar-
shal's own hands, of field stone of 
the area, the house and surround-
ing land was bequeathed to the 
Chester County Historical Society 
by the late Campbell Weir, who 
lived there from 1949 until his re-
cent death. 

DURING those years, Weir 
(1901-1982) accumulated antiques 
which were similar and compara-
ble to the ones that would have 
been in the house during Mar-
shall's life lime. He did so, by con-
sulting Marshal's estate invento-
ry. According to Randall Wood-
war~, executive director of the 
Chester County Historical Society, 
there is only one piece of Mar-
shal's original furniture in that 
house today, a table. But, Wood-
ward points out, that Weir had ac-
cumulated a very fine collection 
of antique furniture, all of which 
was well cared for. 

The historical society has of• 
fered to open the house for the 
Day, the first opening since Weir's 
death. and the first time the house 
has been opened for the Day for 
about eight or 10 years. The late 
owner had been a host for Chester 
County Day on several occasions'. 

At the present time, the society 
and Southeast National Bank are 
working together to effect an or-
derly transfer of the property, 
which includes 50 acres and funds 
for maintenance; and the soci-
ety's board is studying the proper-
ty in order to make recommenda-
tions for its operation and future 
use. 

HUMPllRY MARSHAL (1722-
1801) was primarily a botanist, 
but his family was far too practi-
cal to consider that adequate for 
making his living. They appren-
ticed him to a stone mason, and he 
eventually became an expert ma-
son. 

The home he built for himself is 
testimony to that. The front of the 
house is built of "coursed'' stones 
(horizontal layers or rows), with 
every stone being the same 
height, but alternating in length. 
On the other three sides, the build-
er layed up the stone in "rubble," 
fitting them as they came to hand 
and creating a pattern to please 
h.is eye as he went along. Each 
stone supports the next, and the 
pattern is very pleasing indeed. 

The house had a double beehive 
oven, with a fireplace four feet 
deep, with one of the ovens used 
for pies and cakes and one for 
meats and breads. The cakes 
couldn't be baked over an open 
fire, but had to have some kind of 
controlled temperature. 

ONCE MARSHAL built his 
house, he went about his busl.ness, 
which included growing and col• 
lectlng botany specimens out of 
the nearby woods, and writing. He 
wrote the first book on botany 
published in the New World. He 
and his cousin, John Bartram, 

were in close touch. Philadelphia 
was quite a botany center at that 
time. 

Marshal d~voted winters to sci-
entific study of astronomy and 
natural history. He was also in-
volved with the work of the Soci-
ety of Friends and was county 
treasurer and trustee of the pro-
vincial loan office. In 1786 he be-
came a member of the American 
Philosophical Society. 

It wasn't until 1805, four years 
after his death; that the village he 
lived in took his name, when the 
Marshallton Post Office was es-
tablished. 

Campbell Weir purchased the 
property-in-1946, after he-retired 
from the U.S. Army Air Force, 
and m.oved into it in 1949, restor-
ing the house to its former gran• 
deur, and accumulating antiques 
that were suitable to their sur-
roundings. 

IT IS these that Chester County 
Day visitors will see on Oct. 2 -
the five rooms of the first floor 
only. 

All of the furniture is of the pe-
riod of the late 1700s and early 
1800s, and are genuine antiques, 
not reproductions. 

The Marshal House is one of 10 
homes on a walking tour of Mar-
shallton this year, so the visitor 
can plan to park 'his car and stay 
for a couple of hours or more as 
he or she tours a truly quaint vil-
lage, which has lost none of its 
charms through the years, which 
is probably why Weir chose to live 
there. 

Homes will be open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets are $10 and 



--. 



Looking over some of the ileM$ to be featured 
at a Victorian Chris1mos Bazaar at the 
Morshollton United Methodist Church ore 
(from left) Doris Hume, Hoxel Busby, Nancy 
Busby and Dot Ludwick. The event will be 

• 

--"''-""'0.,0, 
staged from 9 o.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 4 at the 
church on Route 162 in the Village of 
Morshollton. Santo will be on hand from 1 :30-
2:30. 

• 



Pet cemetery 

""" - by,...,,""°""' WMn Campbell Weir's dogs died ~rs ago, Weir had them buried in a pet 
cemetery under the branches of a • • tree - the house +ere other peb 
went buried. Weir himself- later uried in the same c:emelely. 

, 

Marshall-estate was 
village kids' utopia 

Campbell Weir' at the Fair Hill races 
circa 1937. 

Owner stressed 
• learning, earning 

ln'EVE BEINBRECBT ' ~& the Local N_. Staff) 
MARSHALL TON -For children grow• 

ing up in Marahallton in the 1950s, hang• 
ing out at the Hum~ Marsh.&!l!~ 
erty was close to paradiae, acco.:-r., 
Ja:,,~esthe historical, botanical and 
educational significarue of the 50-acre 8!r 
tat,, was not uppermost m the nun; . 
the village bor- that lent Cam_pbell ,tar 

band with his farm rJ,orea, Hin@s sa .• 
a tlol'8CIN,ck riding, • .,,~ming,:" 
an<! camping we(,, the .maJOr _attra and his 

But as time went by, H,ines from the 
oomrades pined a lot more d _,.,. 
place than spending money an a~ 

1 
ti'W:ir lived the lire of a country P,,· 
tleman, Hines said. . • ...L house in 
The elder man moved mto ,...., d . ed 

-"·- it into a home 1949, reno"......,... , 11 L,_ lifelong m• to allow h,m to ,o ow ""' d ll 
teresta or horse and dog breedilllt an ne 
arts ed . 

lines said Weir always wetcom b~ 
i!Qrs to tour his property and o~e, l!ot 
in 1773 by "The Father of Alllenean • ") 

(See W£IB, Page ~ _ 



(From Page Al) 
aey,• Humphry Marshall. 

Resean:hers and history buffs would come 
to look at botanical specimens, tour the bowie 
and diSCU8S its history with Weir. 

'There was always 8Clllleone up there pain-
ting a picture or the house," Hinea said. 

Weir bunself paint.Ed and did sculptwe, 
Bina said. Hi8 favorite subjects were the 
beloved Labrador Retrievers who shared the 
farm with him. 

Hloes said one time a pair of Weir's fa,-or-
ite dogs became so sick a veterinarian recom• 
mended putting I.hem to sleep. 

But Hines made a deal with Weir that he 
wvuld tau care of them and try to nurse 
them baa to health. 

He went to Weir's every day where the eick 
animala languished on a sofa and force fed 
them until they finally pulled through, Hines 
.aid. 

• • 

- When i.lie dogs dled years later, We~ 
Hines buried them in a pet cemetery under a 
big tree near the house where other pets lay. 

"Aa lo.ng ae I can remember, be was very 
impressed with the p.roperty ," Hines said of 
Weir. "He always wanted ittobepre~ed." 

Weir left the estate and all his possessions 
to the Chester County Historical Society 
when he died in 1982. 

Hines, a life-long resident of Marshallton 
and currently West Bradford township man-
ager, did a lot of growing up in the woods and 
fields around the historic property where he 
spent summers and free time aft.er sehool 

doing odd jobs and yard chores. 
Weir demanded hard work and wotk done 

right, but also took a lot of fatherly interest 
in the boys who came to help him out Hines 
said. ' 

"He'd tell us what to do, and we'd have to 
do it right.• Hines said."\Ve had to clean the 
tools and put them away ready for the next 
job, or we didn't get paid.• 

The labor included mowing fields, weeding 
a large vegetable garden, mending stone 
walls, and tending to Wefr's horses. 

But Weir also spent time teaching Hines 
and bis friends about woodworking fishing 
and horseback riding. • ' 

Co~I Weir i,~ here in h!5 yovnger days riding one of his fovorite hunt-
ers, Wtse View. This 1934 photo is from the files of the Chester County Historicol 
Society. 

"He taught us how~ to ride bareback, like he 
did at West Point," Hines said. 

Weir al80 pro,ided the boys with materulls 
to build a log cabin on the property. 

"We spent every weekend out there. winter 
and summer." Hines said. "We stayed in 
tenta until we built tht cabin," complete with 
a pot.-bellied stove. 

Weir, an avid reader ... 1th an e:nens1''1! li-
brary, also ga,-e Hine& books and magazines, 
including a series on .American history and a 
subseription to National Geograpluc. 

"I've got it from that da,Y to the present." 
Hines said. 

Hines knew Weir sil>ce he was a young boy, 
remaining friends with the older man unb1 
his death in 1982. 

• After I got my drivers license and got busy 
with other things, I spent less time I.here," 
Hines said. "But I know other young Irids 
from Marshallton would go up there." 

"After l got married, one day Weir saw my 
wife in a store. He was a kind of a gruff guy 
-1 shouldn't really say that, he was a gentle 
man - but he kind of gruffiy tapped my wife 
on the leg with his cane and said he 'didn't 
appreciate the fact that now that Jack's mar-
ried be doesn't come 3ee me anymore~ ... 

Hines said he soon paid the old man a visit. 

Life and times 
of Marshallton' s 
Campbell Weir 

Campbell Weir's life combined strands 
running through his family's long history -
military service, a talent and appreciation for 
ftne arts, and a love of animals. 

Weir was born in Wilmington in 1901. In 
1928, he married Esther du Pont and lived 
near Rockland, Del. where hol'SI! TBcing and 
hunting with dogs betjlme his chief occupa-
tions. 'There he bred a fe.mous pack of 
hounds, the Rockland Be,igles. 

He separated form his wife in 1938 and 
moved back to Delaware, but continued 
using stables and an art studio at their home 
in Unionville. 

Alt.hough he went to a military summer 
camp llll a boy ana graduated from West 
Point in 1924, Weir deferred militarv service 
until the start of World Warn. • 

He then joined the U.S. Army Air Corps 
and Willi stationed in bases all around the 
country and finally, io 1945, in Guam. 

Weir lei\ the service aa a Lieutenant Colo-
nel in 1~, the year he bought the Humphry 
Marshall Estate. 

He moved into the 18th century house and 
beran renovatforu. in 194.9, adding ,tablM, a 
kennel, and an art studio. 

Throughout bis life Weir drew and painted 
and often including skek.bes in letters to 
friends and family. He also filled his home 
with antiques from the period it Willi buill 

Weir was an active member of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to AnimaJ.s.and 
the Cheater County Historical Society. 

Weir died in April 1982 at the age cl 81. 
Following his wishes, his body was 

cremated and his ashes buried between the 
graves of two of bis favorite dogs behind his 
estate. . 
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For Broad Run stream, 
a rare designation 

West Bradford woman 
L key to DER classification 

By MICHAEL STARR 
tor the Local News Staff) 

WEST BRADFORD - Dale. Long• 
maid's environmenta1 consciousness 
streamed into an eight-year commit-
ment to pre.'!erve a beauWW babbling 
brook. 

Due largely to Longmaid's efforts, 
the Broad Run basin recently was 
designated "exceptional value wa-
ters• by the state Department of 
Environmental Resoul"Ces, a distinc-
tion allotlA!d to less than l percent of 
Penns:ylvania's waterways. 

This ran, designation allows the 
six-mile stream and its branches w 
remain virtually untouched by de-
velopment or other human 
endeavors. 

Longmaid 1 49. a veteran 
environmental writer, began her 
crusade shortly af\;er moving onto her 
Broad Run Road property 10 years 
ago. 

"I was most familiar with Broad 
Run because we live along the stream 
and I knew its legal designation was 
not re0ecting iUI true water quality,• 
she said. 'One or lhe reasons we pur-
ch(!S«l the land was because the 
stream was clean and pristine and 
had trout, which is rare for Pennsyl• 
vania streams. It appeared to have 
reproducing populations of brown 
and brook trQut and substantial 
biological life supporting a clean and 
healthy watershed.' 

Langmaid said Broa_d Run-which 
empties into the west branch of the 
Brandywine Creek - also boasts 
rare and endangered spe,;ies like bog 
turtles, peregrine falcons, osprey, 
bald eagles and numerous 
endangered plants. 

Most of the Broad Run basin lies in 
West Bradford. A small portion of the 
stream runs through Newlin. 

"lt had • general classificati~n 
before which meaol that when the 
lawa were passed in the early '70s 
thel'<l weren't enough people to check 
all the Pennsylvania streams," she 
aaid. "It was kind or middle of the 
road until the law provided for tes-
ting on an indiviqual basis.• 

Broad Run's 1111touched conditio11 
is "fairly unique1 in a a highly de-
veloped region Uke southeastern 
Pennsylvania, according to DER 
spokeswoman Susan Woods. 

"We're trying to do everything we 
can to protect waterways that meet 
its crit.eria,'' Woods said. 

"People rely on Broad Run heavily 
aa a drin.king supply for horses and 
they're very conscientious and 
careful," said Longmaid, explaining 
the stream's enviromental durability. 
"There's always a few bad apples, but 
on the whole the people are careful 
and resourceful and take a great deal 

, or pride in the stream.• 
Longmaid's pride wok the form or 

, government petitioning in trying to 
preserve the stream's quality. Her 

first st<>p was the DER's Scenic River 
Program. 

"We started with an evaluation 
from the program and discovered a 
lot of small watet'llheds in the Bran-
dywine River area had a general clas-
sUicat1on ratner tnctu u ,.u,~ u.~•tSu ... 
Lion based on chemical and biological 
fact<>rs," she said. "We went through 
the regional DER office in Nor-
ristown and collected data and my 
petition was forwarded to Har-
risburg. By the time it was actually 
finished it took about eight years." 

The Brandywine Conservancy and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Commission 
al&O lent their expertise and guidance 
to the long process. 

Broad Run's •exceptional value wa• 
ters" status means the stream cannot 
be degraded in any way. For in• 
stance, there are stcict legal and en-
gine<?ring requirements should hous-
ing or sewage treatment plants be 
built near the stream. 

"It's very tightly protected as far as 
di~harges or any other impacts 
along the waterway that would 
potentially degrade the quality," 
Woods said. ''Thia designation kicks 
in an extra l'<lview process through 
OER that makes it very difficult, if 
not impossible, to degrade the stream 
at all." 

She never doubted the stream's 
future and said "good luck" has 
worked in keepi11g Broad Run's un-
touched Oavor, Langmaid said. 

"Nature wanlA!d it that way and 
there's no explanation other than the 
fact that people around here care 
about it," she said. "There have been 
very few intrusions and people an, 
becoming more sophisticated about 
taking care of the water. This rarely 
happens in the environment, but 

111 

-~@~. •when it does it's wonderful." 



on tlie Broad Run 
rich in history 

Bordley: 'dean of agricultural reformers' 
.., . 

By DOUGLAS HARPER 
(Of the Local News Staff) 

WEST BRADFORD - The fields 
around the Como Fann are rich in 
history. 

The place once was a model fann 
run by John Beale Bordley, the "dean 
o( agricultural reformers.• Bordley 
bought the fann on Broad Run in 
1792. 

It was Bordley who named it Como 
Farm. The Italian I.own of Como was 
the birthplace of the Roman writer 
Pliny the Younger. Pliny, like 
Bordley, was a lawyer and gentleman 
farmer. 

Bordley was born in Annapoli&, 

Md., in 1727, the son of Maryland's 
atl<>mey general. He followed in his 
father's footsteps into law and poli-
tics, and became a judge. 

But the modest Bordley disliked 
ooli£ical life. In 1770, his wife in• 
i\erited a fertile 1,400-acre island on 
Maryland's Eastern Shore. Bordley 
took the opportunity I<> move there 
and devote himself I<> farming. 

Bordley's seoond wife, whom be 
married in 1776, was a Philadelphian 

and her connections drew Bordley I<> 
the city in 1791. 

Farmers in those daya generelly 
raised one crop year llfter year. in 
Maryland, tobacco; in Chester 
County, wheat. But in Maryland, 
Bordley had experimented with the 
new idea of crop rotation. Re also was 
interested in soil conservation. 

Maryland plantations ran on slave 
labor. Bordley wanted I<> try his 
techniques on a Pennsylvania farm 

that used paidl farm hands. 
That may have been one reason he 

bought Como. Another waa that _it 
simply was one of the best farms ID 
the region. It covered about 340 acres 
then, with good water. nnd ii was 
handy to markets in Philade)pbia 
and Wilmington, Del. 

Bordley ancil his family spent some 
summers there in the I 790s. But be 
was in bis late 60s, and age and sick-
ness were catching up to him. 

lfe died in 1804, two years after be 
built the slill-4!tanding fannbouse at 
Como. 

Bordley had corresponded with 
Thomae JelTl!'rSon on farming mat• 
ters. He bad organi~ the Agricul-
tural Society of Philadelphia, the 
tirsl such gr<>up in America, which 
boasted George Washington as a 
member. 

His • nnme is engraved on the 
entrance to the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show Building in Harrisburg. 

He also wa.s an art COMoisS(!ur, 
and a benefactor of Charles Wilsoo 
Peale, who p11inted four portraits of 
Bord.ley. 
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To mark the local Methodist church's 
centennial, members and non-members are 
opening their homes and gi,ving their time. 
By Susan Weidener 
""" .... IW t~tlfr 

The vlllage of Marsballton. In cen• 
tral Chester County, will open its 
creaking, bandbewn doors and lay 
down the welcome ma1 Saturday. 

There will be a walking tour or 
lustorlc residences and b ulldings. a 
tradillonal turkey dinner, carols and 
bomemade mulled cider. The event 
Will ratSe money for and celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the Mar• 
wllton United Methodist Cburch 
on Slrasburg Road. 

•·11-s realty nothing sbon of amaz. 
Ill&-- smd Dons Hume, wblose grand• 
(al.her served as Methodist minister 
In Marsballton to the late 19th cen-
Tll!1 -An entire community bas 
cmae t~ther to do something 1ha1 
bas ne,·er been done be1ore in the 
nlllge" 

The e,-ent bas been deemed a suc-
cess by orgao,u,rs even before It 
tales place. benuse It bas proved 
Olle thmg: Almos1 everyone, from 
ma11,·e newaimer to 5'<!COnci. and 
lhJrd1ienenulon Marsballlonian, is 
commiued 10 the conrei,1 or neigh• 
bot helping neighbor. 

Sasan Bragner ts among the new-

Bragner, a former pubHc-relatlons 
director, sald Marshall!on was juS1 
what she needed after 17 years on 
the fast track In Washington. ,, 

·•People in the Washington sub- / 
urbs judge otber people on what jObs 
they have or what size thei.r homes 
are. 11 gets really draining year after 
year, when you meet people who are 
only Jnto appearances. Here, there is 
that sense of community and empha-
sis on famUy that doesn't exiS1 in a 
place like Washington;' she said. 

·'There are remnants or the past 
In season 

A shop window is decked our 

wherever you go in the village. Nassau sa]o warwnen m!1gnwr-
There is a sense of connectedness Nancy Busby as~ed her to make her 
and community here that you don't house pa.rt of the walking tour. she 
find In most places," didn't besitate. 

• ··1t was a great way 10 help the 
MOS! of the residences In the vii• church. Besides. it g.ave me the impe• 

lage are indeed historic gems. Aod tus to paint," she said, laughing. 
many arc owned by people who are Busby and Hume. who are co-chair• 
not members of the church but whO Ing Saturday•s event, CStimated that 
were cager 10 help ii raise money for more than 100 people, many of whom 
Its centennial - Sally Nassau among have no connection 10 the church. 
them. are helping out. 

A program control manager with Some have cblldren and grandchil• 
Unisys. Nassau, 39, moved to the vii- dren travcUng from out of state 10 
!age from Paollfiveyearsago. - -

to Marsltall1on, which has "I wanted to Jive in an old house in act as hostesses for lhc open houses. 
al>oe1 :'08 residents. tbe country. Wh.en I found tbis place, Others have helped design and pro-

Bragn<-r mo•·ed into 1he village I fell I had really tucked out," said duce a booklet fea1uring pen-and-Ink 
Willi ber busl>and and 6-year-old Nassau. wbOse twin borne dates to drawings of the nine homes and 
daaghter from Nortbem Virginia 1843_ elgThbt bHulldingsTon thee tour. 
last f"ZI'-They are renting one of the But Nassau said she felt lhal the .c ouse our ommittee ex• 
ald!WUlbomesalongStrasburgRoad bCSI panaboutbermove1oMarshall• peels the event to raise a1 least 
Dli1 their new house 011tside Read- 100 was not the chance to restore an 53,000, the amount raised In past 
tDg IS completed. old home. It was her neigbl>ors. fund-raising aclivities. The money 

Sbe ud her family are members of •-we juS1 really got along. There has not been designated for any spc-
1.be lletbod1st church. Bragncr bas was a sense or town tbai you Just cific use, bu1 members or the long• 
'IUIIJU.eered Iler 11me and talent to don't find in other places. we·re all range planning committee are hop-
organmng ai:id promoting lhe walk• friends here. we drag eicnic tables Ing some day to build an addllion to 

• 

mg toor. Imo each other·s back yards all sum- the church. which has about 180 • 

IC,J,J,.LJ_,J-~~ 



there ls a sense or harmony. We 
enjoy our 1own and our friends. We ''There was a time when poop~, 
all help each 01her ouL" grega1ed 1ogether at places JI ._ /"< 

Busby recalled a local controversy, oldSpil ·o Chew, a cigar and plil -,,_,( 
Just a year ago, when West Bradford on Strasburg Road. Neighbo~ 
supervisors were urged to pass a bis- around and 1alkcd to on~another. You 
1orlc preserva1lon ordinance affecl• go1 10 know what was going on In 
Ing Marshallton. The ordinance your neighbor's bead. Now you don1 
would have protected h.lstorie strue- always get to know the newcomers." 
tures rrom demollllon - and regu- • 
lated exterior paint colors and lbe For many residents, me in Mar-
design of additions. sballton has always focused on the 

"We didn1 wan1 11," Busby said century-old Methodist church. 
emphallcally. ''Tbls 1own has re- Many of the villagers look their 
tained its origlnaf character over marriage vows, baptized their cbil· 
1wo centuries, and has stayed the dren and mourned the passing or 
way It is without a lot of govern• loved ones in the lillle gray stone 
ment." building with white lrim on Stras-

Hume said some villagers favored burg Road. 
the ordinance. Despite dlCferences or Every summer, the Lukens Band 
opinion, no rifts resulted and the plays for the public in the green area 
proposal was dropped. between the ceme1ery - known as 

"'fhis is a place where people work "God's Lillie Acre" - and lbe par-
out their differences." sbe said. sonage. 

• Those who served on the centen 
Joe Mauson Is one of the old·tim- nial commillee wanted Sa1urday' 

ers. event to be special. But what has 
A paperhanger by trade, Mauson, evolved surpassed any expectallon. 

84, bas lived in his 19th-century, L- "Everyone has come together to 
shaped rrame house on Strasburg raise money for 1he church," said 
Road for Sl years. Mary i:;vans. who has owned th 

Busby. who lives across the street, country store and the Blacksmi 
and Busby's next-door neighbor, $bop, an antique store. in the villag 
Margaret Thomas, often bake pies for 26 years. "There has been a tro 
and casseroles that they know Mall• spirit of cooperation." 4f 
son wlll enjoy. In return, he will 
drive 10 1be.fr favorite bakery in Kim• If you 90 berton for a !oar of homemade bread. _:____::__ ________ --i 

A Marshalltonlan by birth, Manson ,._, The walong •our 1• - &om t 
can remember the days when drov- 1.m, •0 4.p.m. s.,,.,dsy. A hoghl,gln,. Ille 

ICr6 Humphrey Mar$hal1 E:s:tete. once ers herded sheep, caule and turkeys bv the"°'•'"" 8t>d 0,.,.,.,.,,.. tor w1iam 
through town on their way lo mar• ,own,. namtd Tho hov'8, b .. h .. 1773 
kets in Philadelphia, West Chester owned bv <he Chesu,, to.,,iv H,stoncol 

- ,. n.. _, _YlRm and Lancaster. etv. A nnev do~ ., I t>a served fYam l 
JoeMatts-on,84,aMarshalltonnative,looksatmemorabilla. He recalled one drover who ,.m. •0 2 p.m •• , ..,.r,,,,lhO<lm clud> 

slopped lnto a ~Ill•&~ tavern, only to ,:°:'~ wa~ """· 
come out and fmd his entire neck or •• the BlacJ<smilh Shot> ., ,..__,..., 
turkeys roosling In the trees above $10 in oovanc:e and s12 ,11o day ol lho 

members. 
• 

Busby's rather. who worked for Lu• 
kens Steel, moved bis family to the 
vlllage in 1.936. In the house where 
Busby·s mother still lives, the couple 
raised six children. 

Busby, 4J, shuddered at the 
thought of l!ving in one of Chester 
County's newer housing develop-
ments. 

''You don·1 know your neighbor, 
and people don't care." she said. 

.........,_ 

"Both the true Marsballtonlans -
that Is, the people who are second 
and third generation In the vmage 
- and many of the newcomers stay 
here because this place Is unique. 
They wouldn1 live anywhere else. 
But there are sacrifices." 

The tramc, ror one, Busby said 
pointing to the steady stream of cars 
on Strasburg Road, 

"The houses here are small. and 
most need a lot of work," she said. 
"But this is the kind of place where 

the Marsballlon Inn. The ~ner w•1 ba SB. 
Mattson agreed to open bis house INFORMATION: Foo infom-ation. cal 6 

to the public despite 1he fact that 2126 °' 696-2469. , 
"I'm from that other religious insli- ·-;, L. 1 1),e c. 1 2- q I 
tutlon ln the vtllage." He is a Quaker J..I uv 
and auends the Bradford Friends 
Meetinghouse, built in J76S, in Mar• 
shallton. 

The day of the tour, he will be at 
the meetinghouse. where mulled ci• 
der will be poured as part or the 
festivities. "I wouldn't miss that ci• 
der." he said, laughing. 

"When the dedication or that 
church took place, everyone in the 
vlllage was there," Mattson said, "It 
was a hot September day. 1 can stlll 
hear my grandmother 1alklng abour 
what a discomfort ll was to hold my 
mo1her, who was 3 years old at the 
time. That's why I wanred lo help . , ,, ,. , 
with the centennlal. The church has 
always been a part of my lire," 

Mauson said that although many 
people have roots In the village 
there are also people he described 
•ltra.nsie " 



Jefferis recalls Lindberg 
by Mike Shields 

staff writer 
George Jefferis had ,just 

"'8lked Olll. the door or his fam· 
iJ!'s Farmhouse in the Romans-
v!\e section of West Bradford 
when he heard the low drone of 
engines. So.Jnetead of going lox 
hunting that foggy day in I ~28, 
IS-year-old Jlltferi~ spent a 

much more $l(citing day. He met 
Charles Lindbergh, the inter-
national liero who had crossed 
the Atlantic 0cean in his history 
making flight the year before. 

Lindbergh tried to land on 
the farm we were living on, and 
he got pretty Qe8r to the ground. 
about 26 to SO feet, but be 
couldn't - becaUlle of the 

patchy fog," Jefferis remetn-
bered. "1 CIOUld - his plane 
breaking t1'rough the clouds 
then get covered up again. l 
heard him land nearby, though. 
and followed the sound.·· 

"Llndbergh and his compa11-: 
ion. Henry Breckenridge. a IJlw-
yer, bad landed on a farm nearby 
owned by the Way • . Jef• 

Charles Lindbe(J(I, ib beside his plane in a Field iii 
the Romanbville 8e<'tion oC. ~~st Bradford In 
1928. The AmeriOBn hero hol'mll!lle an uqe"pecl· 

and stayed overnight at Stock Gr8llge. 
aUraeting C1'0Wds of cu'"!City aeeltefls. 

I I .. . . •, 
• 





111//,e 
./,NSt//L-LiE S'<!.MP(?£.., /e8'/N/0,1V _/f4'-7 1t1.13us7 9 



. 
T.dJu ~tt. 

~tl~~t-

&4--.~-~--
(,J.I~ • 

t);.,. tr,M-w r iWe?t-: 

/)ta/a~~ 

w't:J..,(,[u, 

a-~~ f..!a~aJv : J 

• 



.. 
• 

• 

ODE TO ROllAl-~SVILLE 

(Tune: "Maryland, My Maryland 11) 

How fioe·~t is to 5ather here, 
Rooansville, deaT Romaosvillel 

And greet each other year by year, 
Roooosville, dear Ror..ansville? 

Blest oeo 1 ries circle •round the place; 
Within O\ll' taought, it gains in gr(\~e,. 
As time flits by with rapid pace, 

Romansville, dear Romansville! 

,. 

Lift hig!r,your voio·es in its praise, 
Romansville, dear Romansville! ... 

And sing of it in lovi.pg lays 
Romansville, dear Rorr~nsville! 

Renbr&noes of it are dear; 
\'le revel ~n its atmosphere, 
Ahd shout for·it a hearty cheer, 

Romansville, dear Ronansville! 

'Tis jus{a little country town, 
Romansville, dear Romansville! • 

But yet ~t well deserves ·a crown, 
RomansvJlle, dear Romansville ! 

For her'l good people long ha've dwelt 
T);le type that make their goodness feJ.t --
The k·iod -i.vith·whoo you're glad you dea1t, 

Rornansvill~, de~r Ronaosville! 

The sky bertds·over it in love, • 
Romans ville, dear Romaosvi'lle ! 

I-ts air is calra as cooing dove, 
Romansville, dear RQmansville! 

.. 

Its fields of green in beauty sm_ile; 
Its trees .t,ower I.JP in lordly style; 
Its gardens, dec.ked with flowers, beguile; 

J:iomansville, ~ear P.opallsvill.e !• • 

.. 

• 

• 
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At Rv1'lansvillE 

O-'e6.icuted to 1,.y old !)Upi.ls and i'rieno,s--.i.U?,. 14, 1937) 

,:hot beauty the1--a. i$ in a friendship 
That nothing on eurtll ean destroy: 

It gives to exiEitencc a oeanil:!C 
J.nd adds to its ri,obness ·arii Joy. 

Around it encircle S\7eet. me::i':ries; 
Too precious to ou.t. into worde; 

;.nd in it lie centerep such vii:,tue. 
NJ only. the fa1thf:u1· ~ng~o.-s. 

It gnices the· hu.rr.blest of homeat~afts; 
It gl-ows- ,·/llere•tbe r-i,Qhest abide( . 

There 1s naught that can-. banish~ its ole'ss111&,1; 
N-o darkness ,,1 ts .£]..ory cun J:tia 6. : • •• 

... .. ...., 
And why do J; now.sound its pl'aise!l? s!-. : <f,• • • 

The reason, 1~ etisily •guessed. . J,. • 
I .find myself minglidg \'&th J>.E\9ple· ' ., , 1, 

·,:hCEe frie~dshi_p lop.g ,b,av.e ·P,Ol:\S:ss~ ··}. --~ 
.• ... ,,._ r:i tb persons tor "l'!hob I huve harbpreo. ... 

a .feelino ef lovf:!• that v:il.J,. last • o;, 
'Till the sun• and th.a- ,:sta·rs bave o.11 vania.'l$d . , 

Aild-, ear.th is a ·thing of tlie. .}last, .,. .. ... 11_· 
• " ¥ ., . . ,; . 

TbJ.s .fri..endshi'p ,·,as oorp..in a sc,hoQ'l-houiie, • ·.,". i",._, 
1·.b.ere pupils end teacher were"1"et;st'.- • • • 

A building "l'Jilps e s1q,p1'e con:s'truction ~- /.? • • •. 
A maii'ter can never·•ro:i,get. ... ,. . • •• 'J."j. ·.-

• . . • "' 'T1·1a.s plairt a.s th li co1; of e. peas~t-~- , " 
Its walls \1ere or baauty devo:l:d; , " P ~!-

No _pers-o,n, surveying ."fts fei.ture's ,· • , ,:. , .• 
Used phraseawitfi praise ui:tall~ye~. 

• - • 1 , ~, • • .. ·" t ,., 
But fine .fertile tarms- stre1,ched .arouful it, 

And h1lle tn .tire d!stance -arose; .. • 
The woods and the corn:t'iel,ds' v1e-'re lovely 1 • J 

Stretoh.in8 off $er~ the l,randy,wine flo<::s ._ 

It stood on a rise ;oy t,he roadside, 
Ne·ar a village at scanty ex.tent; 

But the beings that dwelt in those borders 
',,ere persons with ,finest intent . 

• 
Tbe grounds that surrou.nded the at~cture 

Were lacking 1n ·beauty and grace; 
However they ran all around it; 

For play they provided fu:11 space. 



" 

• 

2, 

There was room for some old-fashioned baseb.::.11; 
There were spots tor a good gar..e or taG, 

Each pupil could play "kick the vlicket" 
And proudly of victories bra[;, 

1'Drop the handkerchief" furnished n fello\'.' 
\.ith a chance for a race and a k:Les. 

i:oe betide hiT, if ever he stumbled, 
'I·hus losilll; the thrill and the bliss! 

At times, to the sheds that v1ere neighbors, 
Some pupils would ma1<e a wild dash 

And there by an effort uncanny 
Staid notions dist~b \,i th a crash;' • 

For dovm to the groum tl\ey '-'0U-ld tumbie, 
And there, ,•Ji th' a solemn command, • • 

Viould call dn a tone Ji.Ost beguiling: 
"Boogie up, boogie up," I demand, ' 

.And out from the earth, v.i th a scramb).e, 
Bugs came 9-s if x a is.ed trot• the 4ead, 

'.'lhile onlookers stood in amazemen1> 
And wondered if tll'ey "had seen red.'' 

A pl·wit; of good ..recreation 
Made bodies bot)l wholesome a,nd strong; 

It helped :to promote happy living 
And ,·1arded off weakness and wrong. 

Bow glcming were ofttimes the 'faces 
or lads that had been in a: ga1J1e? 

How sparkling the eyes of the> lassies . 
\'ihose souls were vii th joy ,al.l aflam&?~ . 

• 
Just now as I write I can see them-_. 

So buoyant, so buxom, so tine; 
I'd give all the cash I couhl handle 

It again I oould stanq. them in iine, 

.Alld hear them recite· a quotation, 
Or point out a place on a _map, 

Or note them ·while solving a problem 
Or spelling some word with a snap. 

What earnestness marked their demeanor? 
4 What eagerness oft was displayed, 
As lessons each day were recited 

By boy-s and by girls o~ each grade! 

• 

t 

• 

• 

• 
• •-.f'I! 

• 
• 

" . • 

• 
Sometimes there were blunders abumant, • 

Sometimes there was cleverness rare• 
Sometimes the re was serious thinking• 

Sometin:aa there were tho~hts with a-flare •. 

• 

• 

• 

I 

.,. 
• 

• 

• 



'li.- d~y ,·10.s begun ,,it.II devotions. 
~Lttention •,.~!... £ivcm 1.itu care 

To ueJ"ing the 1;orns of' the Scriptures 
~nti quietly eng~m1 in prayer. 

Solr.e hymns ana s,:>D1e songs ,·1e..1·e indulged 1n, 
Ana voices ascended in pruise 

'.t'O Him uho ,,i tLi blessings unnu.nbered 
• .. as crov;din~ our 9ll ties and ci ays;;_ 

• 

1:? IN -~ I 

\,hat na~s_l'l ~x:L:rl-~~l"¼'", rt-,, 
.• s, I th l.~ cf the de:lr hours a5onc? 

'i.b!l.t figuree. E.risc up before me 
r.s a list, of "Y ]2UPils I con! 

• Tnere are \,illa am Larr,and Tillie: 
There ere Esther¢ anil Alice and Sue; 

An:1 Clara and Ell.a aw Jennie; ' 
Ha., vividly come they in vien! 

There are Albert and ,:alter and Er::mor; 
Leuel.l;rh am C.b.£.rl. ie and George; 

There are Banner and Al ~on ar.d ;rohnny; 
::rot nw:ib ers my mind can disgorge! 

• 

• 

• 

Each day was a time of enjoyment, 
Each v1eek brought rei=ults that v1ere croice; 

A month was a season of progress; 

• 

i' I>, 

The ye&r rnade us sing am rejoice. . ., . 

• 

r 

I thank the g>od God tba t He gave me 
A chance, in my own humble way, 

To try to be useful to others 
And help them fro11, going astray. 

.. 

I trust that some lesson I tausht them 
Has served them ofttimes in good stead; 

I hope that th~ir lives are uplifted 
By something I soir.etime have said. 

So~e dear ones alllDng them have journeyed 
To "a land that is fairer than day", 

Aod re. t with the bl.est nov, forever, 
·"All free from earth's troublesome fray. 

Row my beart is a.stir vii.th anotion 
A13 nemory recalls tbem to view 

And leads lll8 to think of their s:>odness% 
How noble they were and how true% 

I believe that their spirits draw near us 
As here we assemble to-day; 

And they, with a glad hallelujah, 
Rejoice in our v.ork and our play. 

Z'~'77"TT'n-....S,.-

• 1 ... , 

\ ' 
• 
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To you that live on I give gre:etint;; (, 
For eaoh, is my J:e.:.rt full. of love; 

I pray ttiat "Our Fs.ther" wi•ll keei?' :{OU 
.J.nd @l ide you to mansion.s ,above. 

God •s• 'olessin.'.i ;i:est ri-chly \lPOn yO'\I.; • 
Ri:;; strength be ?Our CO!l$yant supnort • 

Ilis • .. i sdom. v;a ten .' o:re l' y0ur -w;oye.Be 
1 

. .!id anchor yol.\ s•e.fel.y it. })Ort. 
• • 

·' . 
Does some one speak up with the quaspion: 

.. here civYel t these good p.e<>Qle you~~ ise, 
Jrnc. say, v;i tb. s. mind ru.11: of: int erlJ..,~, , 

''fto\":ard the spc~ let me t-ix my f\111·· gaze, f 
·I.'11 n!mle it wi}h gladne~, I tell'you; 

\,ith a'Il ardo-r that notbinB can cool!; • 
,:ith a love >that will "Qe everle.stinp;~~ 

•'llis "the place known as ROI.{ANSVI:r.µ SCtJOOL., 

.. 
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SOYearsAgo 
This vicinity had a nmt distinguished visitor, 

last evening, when Col. Charles A. Llndbergb, 
famous aviator, dropped from tbe clouds and 
landed oo the farm of Emmor Way, between Mor-
tonville and RomansYille. The flier had wnb him a 
passenger. Henry Breckenridge. a lawyer from 
New York City, en route from New York, to 
Washington, D. C. Wnen the plane landed, the O,er 
walked t.o the house of Mr. Way, being guided 
lhe!'i! by Frank B. Elviq, a boy who worts on the 
way pla~. of the smalmess of the Way 

• 

SOYearsAgo 

March 15, 1928 
home the aviator and his companlon spent tile 
n!R),t 

0

at the home of Charles F. Elklnton, which 
was close by. 1be famous Oierwas forced to make 
a tandi!ll' because of the beavy fog last evening. 
This morning, Col. L'indbergh and his companion 

• bopped off in theJr plane, heading south in the 
dlrectjon of Washington. 
• A covered dJsh supper was enjoyed by a number 
of lhe members of the Downingtown Methodist 
choir last 'night in the SOCial hall of the church. 
When covers were lifted a deUdous and varied 
menu was presented, to wblch all willtngly did 
justice, Th-Ose who parUclpated were Mr. and 
Mrs. C. J, Ryder, Mr. and Mrs. Neils Olsen, Mr . 
and Mrs. Geol'l(e Wagner, Misses Anna Bu!· 

_ flngton, WJni!red Gamble, Hazel Laird, Esther 
Miley, Ruth Shumway, Mabel Tyson and Marian 
Wollerton. ' 

March 16, 1928 ------------t------------, tint Scoutmaster John M. Gabel, F, J. Pratt,lirst Leaming that the distinguished aviator, Col. 
Charles Lindbergh, had slept at Sloclc Grao«e, the 
birthplace of his grandfather, the late Hugh £. 
Steele, Dr. Charles H. Stone of Coatesville, 
Journeyed out into West Bradford euly yesterday 
morning to greet the famous visit.or. In company 
with Mayor Swln« of• the Iron City and several 
other gentlemen, the trip was made over muddy 
dirt roads and the party arrived at the Way farm 
in time to shake hands with the fller and wltne• 
his hop o(f, Col. Lindberl!h expressed polite in• 

~

letesl in meeUng the descendant of the forroer 
resident and assured the CoatesYi represen-
tAUves tbat his stay In theJr vlcinit.y had been a 
comfortable one. 

ew swtngs are being put up at the schools In 
East Goshen township. Heavy rope ls being IISed 
and the children are having much f1111 with them. 
At the Goshen Heights School, T. Vance Bates was 
apPOinted by the Home and School League to put 
lbem up. At Goshenville, Wiebe Velde had char~ 
of putting them up. Both men were assisted by 
other men in the neighborhoods, '!be Home and 
Scbool League Is furnishing the materials for the 
swings, while the interested patrons furnish the 
la.bor::.-· ---------------
' • Saturday sever'-1 Scouts from Marshalltoo 
journeyed to Philadelplua, where tbey took partin 
the CamporEtC In that city, all haYing had a 
wonderful time while there. Those who enjoyed 
the day were Scoutmaster J. Holland Hec.k, Assis-

e s, :1 

committeeman and Scouts Marshall Chambers, 
George McAllister, Aqen Seiple, Martin Pratt, 
Lloyd Pratt, Harry E. Cann Jr., F.dgar Johnson 
and Farrell Smith. 

Everything about Romansvllle and West Brad-
ford will now date from the Ume Lindbergh landed 
in that section. 

• ~f\.G'AIJ.~ -- .......... 



Nathan Simms' lonely resting place 
Simms' act wss one of true pa-

triotism, says Mills, who feels 
that quality is sadly lad<lng In the 
country today. "And we want to 
commerale Simms to call atten-
tion to such Individual heroism. 
There.is so much of this kind of lo-
cal history around that people are 
not aware of. The Loyal Legion is 
composed of men who believe we 
should rededic,te ourselves to 
the principles of civU liberties." 

--- AnaualE•••• 
Alden R. Ludlow ll of Bryn 

Mawr, who is comma.oder o[ the 
Pennsylvania urit of the Military 
Order ol the Loyal Legion. says 
his group plans to ma.rk the grave 
or Nathan Simms each April 14 In 
years to come. 

The Legion, v.11ich bas its head-
quarters at UI05 Pine st. in Phila-
delphia, was foonded by officers 
of the Union Army the day follow• 
ing Lincoln's assassination. 
Membership today is made up of 
their male descendants, and now 
as then. the purpose ol the Le'glon 
is "to uphold the Constitution ol 
the United States and to defend 
lhe Feder.a] Q4)vernment at all 
costs.'' 

The Loyal Legion's War Li• 
brary and Museum In Phila-
delphia is said to be "the most 
complete in the world on the s11>-
jectof the Lincoln era, the Warol 
the Rebellion and cognate stb-
jects." Each year the group 
sponsors a literary award 
through various universities. and 
It publishes a quarterly bulletin. 
Members wear a red. white and 
blue rosette on the lapel of a blue 
blazer. Or. Arthur James and 
Haro1d F'itzsimm<>ns r-epre,entcd 
the Chester County Historical 
Society at the Legion's wreath 
laying ceremony for Simms, but 
even they could give no answer, 
to the modem secrets of the 
grave. 

And Nathan Simms can't an-
swer the oe• mystery or l>ow and 

when the gray granite memorial 
was placed over bis tomb, be-
cause the marker is com• 
paralively recent. It certainly 
dneso·tappeartohavebeen in 1he 
grouod since Simms' death in 

---
Who put the plastic lily there? 

Autl Ute nag'? The~ i.s an e·,,.c:n 
more Intriguing circumstance: 
Four members of the Hickman 
family, beginning with Ann. "ho 
was born in 1783. and ending with 
Martha, who was born in 1803. are 
entombed alongside Simms. and 
their tombstones have very 

.recently been laid nush with the -·-

ground. Like so many ol'"iiieoio 
grave markers in the cemele,ry. 
they had probably been knocked 
olf their bases by vandals. But 
someone took the care lo rescue. 
them. 

What is the... connection t,e: 
tween these Hickmans and 
Simms that they are so set apart 
from the rest of the graves? 

There is a final fascinating 
twilit to the modern pu.nle of 
Nathan Simms. When Mills went 
1.0 the Chester .County Historical 
Society to search for background 
material lor the Loyal Legion, be 
sp0ke lo director Conrad Wilson 
about the Simms story. While 
they were La.Udng a man arrived 
from a trucking company in 

Washington, D.C. to load some 
ship models that will beon loan lo 
the Naval Museum. 

"Why, my name is Simms!" he 
said to Wilson and Mills after ' 
overhearing theirconversation. 

.. And my brother's name is 
Nathan Simms. And my lather's 
nameisNathanSlmms." 

And they arc all from county 1 

adjacent to Surratt,,-ville. Md .. 
where a 14-year-old boy helped a 
man on a horse HO yean ago. The 
truck driver said be was going to 
go right home and call his broth-
er. 



c, •,. Mondav, October n11976-1S Cents (-t,11,f~v,lll r<fo>fo -

~la~ at die dart of die dl.tnl aiui.er Couty l101pUal. Tb.II Jtat't blu cuoe walk nee feahar-
llanMICA tu 'D1aUllel S tllle N:aeUt ti tbe lu&lfl fltld ~• wUII om- ioo pa,Uclpqt&. 

d increases 
arshallton race 

' 

DSuff 
• wea.U:Le.r 
btkeride.ora 

tooebLOot<>ot 

;aAl,ort e.anoe 
,an.loaotthe 

- Trlalhloa .. d bad pleo,_,,of at:.:.= -• canoe, 
Ctartlq: al the 

1!9llt llndlord lo.o. lbe 
lll~N ..W down b,clt ..,..i, 
te, wbett ~e.)' 
~W-_..b .. l<d veh!cie, , .. _ 

to< .~ToPart 
....__ on Into tht Bran• 

d,ywlla. .. U.. palrt paddle to 
1-' P•l't and from there 

OM foot 00 t.be 
-c ..... el all Umes> back to the -Now ~ea CM tougb part: 

you bave to .bib uphill back t.o 
tu Yilbge ol. Matahalltott apd 

• Ult fiDllb line OU\llde lhe 
lhnbalt.oo Ina.. 

Yes-tud.ay•, race (eatured 
a bout 210 puticlpa.nu of au 
•eta, trom 10 to SI, t.be largtfl 
field yet, ThUblrd anau.aJ event 
t, lor the beAol1l of Cbeljer 
Cow:i.ly HMP:llal. but. Ute race ll 
dearly becomln.f • giaanU.C 

.pµv ·"" u(• .111t11A11>, ... •fMI 
spe,et.et.w, alllr.e. 
• u cl4bQrate pJJ.b,Uc 

a.ddrtu •11te:m-, IAD 01if'Ur 
Georp 1 'Au,te.y•• lltnhoa and 
barteadtr Jad'. MeFaddoa 
ba.rked oul bwntUQo• and race 
Nle-1 to blkt:N at tht 1tartlo1 
polnt lo tbe tJ:ua•a parking lot. 
The pair dreamed up tbe uny 
rac~ idea one JU&ht l.brtt yun 
ago du.rlo, a d.iscualoa lo tbe 
bar. 

Traffic oo Stra.Jbu.rg Road 
waa clfverttd atowld I.he vWage 
or Jh..rsballtoc. th.ls year tor 
addtd Wel)' bJ ff.rt po,Uce from 

(Please tum to Page Two) 

'- . 
- • - .............. "' 

Jockey for position 1U:COflo.,_.-,......,.,,_..,.., 

ea ... "" 111,. .,. .. cliotbff, Jo<k•rhl& lot poe1u.,,, at w,,. ... , 8l1d(e 
oa tne Brud)'Wto,e'• •tat br&lleh lo belbl tile •11er-lqof tbt M&rlhalCol 
lu 'htal.bloo retkrdaJ, Tbe puUc:ISJPt, Plddlcd &o Lt111_pt h:rt. 
-...Jledblck,. lilt Wawuet Brldit aad Ihm btp,o Ibo~ poddle qpblll 
to U. rt.nllh llil,e ,, tbe Cbe1icr CC1umy ffl\aiannL 
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h's visit to W. Bradford 
.feris saw-And that was where 
the young man met the greatest 
hero of his era. 

"I was the second one to talk 
to hiln,.. recalled Jefferis. who 
now live's on Gle.nside Road in 
West Bradford. Breckenridge 
tried to say it wasn·t him when 1 
lent in )frs. Way·s house. 

"'George. isn ·t this Charles 
Lindber~h?"" she asked me. And 
I said, 'Yeah. that"sbim"." 

"Tm sorry LO disappoint you. 
people;· Jefferis rec:alled Breck· 
enridge saying, "'but a lot of peo-
ple mistake lhis man for Lind-
bergh."" 

Su~ Jefferis. smart as the fox: 
/be was about to bunt. had a 
•sure-fire way of determining the 
truth. "Take off your hat.... he 
lfld the aviator. "'We·u see:· 

\\'hen the man doffed his 
widM>rimmed hat, there was a 
cowlo.ck, a telltale sign of the 
identity of the famous man. 

.. I told them I was going home 
to call the Coatesville Record:· 
Jefferis .said!. "'They tried to get 
me not w ,call. 'Don't make a 
fool of yourself,' they seid ... But 
back to the farmhouse Jefferis 
went. and he instructed hill 
mother to caU the newspaper. 

··The guy at the Record didn't 
believe us" Je{feris recalled with 
a laugh. "But he called back a 
few minutes later and said, 
'Where is this place? We just 

1 got another call saying Lind• 
bergh. landed there.· " 

Word abou_t the hero's pres-
epce spread likl\ w.i.ldfire, but 
t.htee days of rain liad turned 

, roaas in the area to mud. ·•rhe 

mud was up to your knees:· 
Jefferis said. ··You couldn't !!et 
through with a car. Of course, 
there weren't many cars in 
those days, except for Model 
T's. Even horses and wagons 
were haviJ.!J? trouble.·· 
trouble:· 

Lindbergh and .Breckenridge 
made their way to Stock 
Grange. an estate in West Brad· 
ford now for sale. At that time, 
the place was owned by Charles 
Elkinton. a Philadelphia stool< 
broker. The' aviator and ..his 
companion spent the night 
there. 

Harrison Wetherill, current 
owner of Stock Grange, said 
roads in the area were practical· 
ly impassible because of the 
deep mud. "'The only ones who 
made it to the place were young 
kids who walked across the 
fields." he said. ''They climbed 
the trees outside and looked in 
the windows. Thero were so 
many kids in. the trees they 
looked like Christmas trees.'' 

The ntxl day, March 14, a 
huge crowd h.ad gathered to just 
catch a glimpse of Lindbergh 
before he took off. 

"There must have been 
between 2,000 and 3,000 people 
there," Jefferis recalled. "But 
Lindbergh disappointed a lot of 
people. He dido ·t talk to them at 
all. Breckenridge done all the 
talking for him. Afterwards, I 
understood why. Lindbergh 
must have felt like a wild animal 
the way people kept badgering 
him. People tormented him 
wherever he went.•· • ~-'-----~-·---- . •• 

. "l read tha~ people guarded 
his plan& during the night. but 
that isn't true. They just wanted 
to see him take off. And I heard 
it said that the guys who helped 
him turn the plane around 
wouldn"t do i~ unles1 they got a 
handshake from hlql. Bu_t he 
didn't shake hands with 
nobody."' 

The only acknowledgement 
the famous aviator paid to the 
crowd was to dip his wmgs and 
wave from his window as the 
plane circled after take-off. J ef• 
feris added. 

Reporters and photographers 
w.ho flocked to the scenlt were 
also disappointed, Jefferis 
remembered. "He said 'No pho-
tos. no photos: but l jumped 

.out of the woods and took some 
before be saw.'' 

The el<planation that bas been 
commonly accepted for 
Lindbergh's unexpected visit to 
Chester ~ounty was that the 
plane was forced down by fog. 
But Jefferis claims he knows the 
real reason. 

"'He was supposed to be going 
to a party in Washipgton, D.c.;· 
Jefferis exptaiined. "'But he 
didn't want to go. That's the 
reason he landed, not the fog. 
The fog wasn't that b4d. lt was 
patchy fog, but the wind was 
blowing it aroU11d. lt wqasn't so 
bad that it forced him down.·· 

If and wl1en Wetherill man-
ages to seU Stock Grange, the 
new owner will lbe buying a piece 
of Chester County history. The 
day that Lindbergh drol'ped in 
is one of ~he brig~t CI\Bpters 
in the history of the estate. • . . 
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STRASBURG ROAD ls the maln street that passes through the stnall 
village of RolWlnsvllle. There ls just a service station, a general store 
aud some historic bulldlugs In the sinall lown. 

Jake is popular 
in Romansville 

BJ BAJlBAllA PAUL 
BECOBD Cw.eiiJI aalleat 

In Romansvllle. nearly 
everyone knows Jake Osborn -
by one name or another that is. 

Eighty years ago. George 
Marshall decided that hls-.next 
three grandsons would be called 
Jake, Jim and Pete. 

"And that's just what we are 
called," says Osborn, "although 
our names a.re Elmer, Herbert 
and Walter." 

Shannon O'Doherty or Roman• 
sville. ' . The original store was located 
across ihe Strasburg Road from 
the present store. It now serves 
as a workshop for Jake Osborn. 
Taking time out from watering 
his tomato plants, Osborn sits in a 
rocking chair on the porch or the 
shop to talk about Romansville. 
According lo him, Romansville 
was once known to old-timers as 
Kildare Hill. although he doesn't 

The 
-~ 

Crossroads 
know why. 

uu. was named Romansville 
after the Romans family," says 
May Osborn, the 71-year-<>ld 
niece of Jake. "Maurice Romans 

_ was minlster or our Methodist 
Church for many years." 

Paul Atkinson ls a relative 
newcomer to the community, but 
is quick to point out that he's a 
country boy at bea~. 



Osborn, regardleu of what you 
call him, has lived m0$t of hi• 78 
years acl'OSI lhe road from Ille 
small general store located off 
Starguers and Struburg roads 
in Romansville. 

The store hasn't changed mueb 
since Osborn helped hll brother. 
William, build It In 1948. It was 
William who operated tbe store 
until hiJ dealh in lt71. 

"In lhem days bard work didn't 
bolher you; we were too young 
and too simple. I gueu," laughs 
Jake. 

The store still has a sign out· 
side which ~Icons follts to stop 
in and enjoy some Ice cream and 
conversation. It iJ perhaps for 
lhat reason it bas remained as 
lhe hub of activity, a favorite 
place for both the old and lhe 
young. 

"I like to ride my bllte to Ille 
store," smiles 12-year-old 

VIRGINIA GRIFFITH, left, rings 1 
Strasburg Road In Romansvllle. The 
and is patronized mostly by the loca 

"It ain't country anymore. Too 
many houses being bulll," says 
Alltinson, while pumping gas al 
his service station. Atlcin.soq. 
moved lo the country from Wesf 
Chester 14 years ago. 

"It was one of lhem do-or-<lle 
things," says Atlclnson. referring 
lo the purchase of his home and 
business. Allclnsoo's home was 
originally a Jog cabin built more 
than 200 years ago. An old stone 
marker with the mileage In· 
scribed between Romansville 
and Philadelphia still sits in the 
front yanl. 

"An old tree used to be across 
lhe road," points Atkinson. "It 
had the name of every kid who 
ever lived In this area on it." Thal 
piece of Romansville history was 
Josi when it was struck by 
lightning during a hurricane. 

May Osborn adds lhal her 
Uncle Jake knows just about 
everything and everybody 
around Romansvllle, but lhe 
Irick is lo gel the bani-working 
man lo stop long enough to tallt. 

"Re is lllte a Ilea; put your 
hand on him sod he's gone," she 
laughs, lilting her head Iowan! 
Jake Osborn who i.t now biek al 
work in bis garden. 



.. 
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In search 
•of Chester 
County's 
·history 
'1'he Brandywine Conser-
ooncg is researching the 
1:!lmmunity of Rornansoiile 
for J}088ible liJJttng on the-
National Register of 
Historic Places. 

By Oeni!e '.Breslin KechiD 
...... n,, ...... 

The Romansv!Ue United Metbodlsl 
Churc:ll.J,ercbed au,p a blll on Stras-
burg Road -and covered with whlte 
alumin11111 siding. bardly loo\.ed Jllte 
a hlstorlc bulkttng. 

But Manha Wolfe, a hlslorlc prw-
ervatloo specialist for the 
Bnndrv,1ne Comervancy In Chadds 
ford, mer th!lt the West Bradford 
Towoshlp c:hurcb had• ricb hlslory 
lurking beneol.b Its remodeled exte-
rior. 

Wolfe, 17, and colleague Paula 
Kunkel, 11. a pholOgrapher, trudged 
up and down hllly Strasburg Road In 
tbe 'bean of Romansville to deter-
mine which bllildings md houses 
could be COIIS!dered for lhe National 
Register or Historic Pla,;es. 

Wolfe, wbo diligently worked to 
get lhe village or ldarshallton on the 
national register in Janw,ry 1986, Is 
hoping to extend the designation to 
Ille tiny community of ROlll,ansville, 
whicb was founded lo lnJ by Moses 
Romans, a tlomalter. 

Wolfe of Blrminglwn TowD8hlp, 
was ~ucil.og a site Inspection. 
''We are here to gather lnfonnation 
on structures at least 100 ye= old, to 
see lf Romansvfile can qualify for 
national recx,gnltlon.•• 

Kunkel, of Darlington, Md., 
snapped pbotCJ6r8phs of the Wood• 
panel Interior of the cburcb, whlcb 
was built ID 1894, 

"According 10 lhe deed, the land 
was gJven 'by Robert Thornton to 
l.bree Melhodlsl mlnlsters in Marcb 
1773, but ii took more lban JOO years 
for the church to be built on these 
!Ive acres. The records have no ex. 
planatlon for this. The only ,_ I 
can surmise ts that there wasn't 
enough Methodist followers to mate 
up a congregation. But the land was 
available all tbal time for a church 
to be bu!Jt on IL" 

The researcher said lhe ~rvan-
cy was osuatly lnvtted by a township 
plannlng commission or hl&torl,caJ 
oommlssion to help define and re-
search hi.stortcaJ buildiop in a eom• 
munlty. For Marshallton, the West 
Bradford HJstorlcaJ Commission 
asked lhe cooservaocy's help. T'be 
commission also decided that Ro-
mansvute mlgbt also be deserving or 
ll:le same honor as 118 neighbor. 

The Brandywine Conservancy ls a 
nonprofit organlzal.ion dedicated to 
pn,servlog the art and Jandacape of 
hl$torlc Cllester County, The conser-
vancy rs the parent organuatJon for 
1be Brandywine River Museum IIDd 
th.e Environmental Management" 
Center (El,!(:), l>olh In Cbaclcls Fore!. 

"l'be musevm, wbicb is opened to 
the public, Is located In a century-old 
grist m111, restored and converted 
inlo an an showcase. Many of the 
Wyetb f811111y paintings are on exhib-
it 

lo addition to an, the conservancy 
Is also devoted to preserving the 
land, water and historical resources 
of the oouoty, The EMC works with 
citizens, landowners and govern• 
ment officials 10 protect the envlTC>D• 
ment, encourage the effective man-
agement or o_pen spa,;cs. protect 
historic sites and provide enviro,0-
men1al planntng aud toning assist• 
an,cc to local governments. 

John Sheppard, director 9f public 
relalioM for lhe conservancy, Said 
!he group depends on government 
gran~ private donations and mem• 
bershlp dues for funding, There Is a 
paid staff of 32 full-time and 19 part• 
time employees. 

"We also have about 150 votnn-
teers, and we always need morn," 
said Sheppard. "We couldn, do what 
we do wjthout !hem.· 

""lbe Brandywine Conservancy is 
nationally recognized,.. Sheppard 
said. "Many groups doing this type of 
work come to us for advice nnd 
help." 

Wolfe, who works for the EMC, has 
been with the conservaru;y sin,ce 
19'77. Wolfe, wllo has 3n ar1 llislory 
dqrec from Swarthmore College, 
bas lived In Chester Couoty for tl;le 
last JO Years. 

1/1 tloy church cemetery outside 
1be Romansvllle United Methodist 
Church caught her eye and ,oon sbe 
was going from he.l<lstone to head-
.stone in search of clues to llDlock 
ROJDIUlSVIJJe's past, 

"It always IIDl8ZeS me how Jong 
people In Chester Cowt1y Uved,." 
Wolfe said. -And Ibey had sueb big ..___ 

familles. Families or 12 children 
were quite common Jn the \Sib and 
19th centuries and people Uved past 
their SOsand 60s, wblch during lbose 
times was :something. It most be the 
coon try air," 

Wolfe "'!id her that her job was 
made easier by the metleulous re-
cords kept by re:;ldents, 

,"These people were so Intelligent," 
,she sale!. ·r spend a 101 or lime at the 
Chester Coun1y Library and the 
courthouse In West Chester, re-
scarchlng titles, deeds 11Dd maps aJ. 
ter • site inspec1km is completed." 

Mier tlte vlslt at the church on 
Strasburg Road, Wolfe and K unlccl 
walked down Stargazer Road to lhe 
home of Albert and 111,g Anderson, 
whose farmbouse was built In 1818. 

Wolfe 1old Peg Anderson that one 
of Romans' sons, John, bad lived In 
the borne. Anderson was hap_py 10 
show Wolfe and 4<unl<el her ram-
bling farmhouse. 

"One of 1be benefits or this job," 
Wolfe said, "ls all tbe people you 
meet and lhe beautiful, hlstorlc 
homes you get 10 see," 

Nex1 was the Roma11sviJJc School 
House, bu_Hl Jn 1870, now 1he homo or 
Mary and Pete Noel. 

Wolfe had earlier worked wilh 1he 
Chester County HiStorlcal Society In 
an attempt to compiJe an in•entory 
or every h !stone bouse in Chester 
County, '"l'he project began in 1985 
and took months 10 complete," Wolfe 
said. 

"Most _people are en1buslas1ic 
about our Work." Wolfe said. "They 
are real nice and never SUspieious of 
us. They love to Ullk about their 
homes." 

Once a town meets all the orlteria 
for the historic register, Wolfe takes 
her Information and research to lhe 
Pennsylvanld HIStorlc,il and Mu. 
seum Commission ,n Harrisburg for 
evaluatfon. Afler review by the COUl· 
mission, the information Is sent to 
lbe National Park Service's National 
Register DMsion In Wasblng100, 
Once appr9ved by tbe agency, the 
area Is placed on lbe Na1lonal Regia-
ter of lllstoriG Places. 

Wotresoid the placement has been 
controversial in some communl\ies, 

.. Some residents tbinlc ii means re. 
stralntS on what they ,aui do with 
!heir property. That is 001 the ease at 
all " Wolfe said. "Wha,I it does is 
l~ntlfy the properties as being his-
torically significant. Owners are ell• 
glble for tax credlts for property 
rehabilitations.• 

"We have a JOO.year history here in 
CbeSter County 1hat is worthwhlle 
saving tor the future. Where else can 
you go and every 20 miles or so see a 
stone farmhouse In Its na1ural INISIO-
ral :iening or a lovely b:rick village! 
That's very special to me." 



Land for the Romamville United Methodist Church wu given to three ministers in 1n3. 
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NOTABLE 

Introducing histdric landmark • 
STOCK GRANGE 

Nestled in center of 330+ acres of rolling West 
Bradford farmland lies historic Stock Grange, 
notable example of early Chester County archi• 
tecture. Dating from 1740, Stock Grange has 
survived series of colorful owners very mueh in• 
tact Wrested from Tory grasp it became coun-
try estate of Continental Army General Richard 
Humpton. English colonist John Dutton Steele, 
recognizing its farming potential, acquired it in 
1800's for future bride. His careful additions 
and improvements to main house and outbuild-
ings (barns, sheds, tenant houses, powder house, 
spring house, chestnut tree lined lane, gardens, 
terraces, brick & flagstone paths, pond) coupled 
with judicious land clearance, transformed 
Stock Grange into magnificent homestead it re-
mains \Oday. Actor Claude Rains shared some 
of happiest times with notables from world of 
fine arts during bis 25 year stewardship. Even 
international hero, Charles A. Lindbergh, paid 
overnight visit when plane was forced down in 
fog! Stock Granie, gracious fieldstone residence 
(5 BR/2½ 8) with its storied past, beautifully 
balanced rooms, magnificently preserved arti-
facts & 10 working f/ps on such bountiful 
(330+) acreage offers notable opportuniity to 
acquire productive homestead with springboard 
for future investment. Realistically priced. 



Claude Rains Moves to Third Far,n, 
still Seeking Green Pastures 

By MORLF,'1,' CASSlD'I.' 
(01 'rho Bullotln Stall) 

Farnt!'r Claud(' Rftin~. the Holly• stone Ooorlng. m:t:irle ot iloncs q_uar• 
"ood •!;fonw<1i'1, 11 absolutely ,u~ rlcd on the spot 
ot one thing: th@re-·s mont'y Jn fa.rm- One corner l~ gLnJ'I over lo an s-
ing, I! It's d0no tight. toot,long and 3-l...,l·d••P tlrcplaoe, 

Jl\·ins:- room <It'll b,. a summrr 
brl"flkfaat room un(f('r the R"lns 
rcgimP) wlJI put. the RallUE!s tn the 
era. of 1817. 

A broad central hall heie i$ dom• 
inRt~ by a grRcatully designed 
staircase with band-carved rall, 
leading- to a landing ,i.•hfoh cx.lcnm 
aorO$$ the \\'hoJi, Width of lbQ .haH. 

The dining room, on the left •Ide, 
bas a 11rtplace that was an 1817 
muterptcce - ii con,•entionalb:.cd 
Greek d~sign with pan,tJs. ot hair• 
Unt> llutinc all s:ouged hy hand. 

Rains' library i5 on the lc!t. the 
former lh'lng room. Th" orlginA! 
glllt!S•CO\"erod bookcasl'<; 0<'$1dtt the 
tb.c.place reach to IJ\t caJUn.::. J"'....c.,;.1 
has add"tl iome more, on lhtl op-
l)()$lte \\."t.l.t 

Ot course Farmer Rain• hUJl'l It needed .. llttlo pointing. nothing 
madti" dlmt at It so far. ( "A dlmt ?" more. .A.nd a tr,v bi:Icks had to be 
hi"' .i,·l'lps. ••A dime wouJd be Woridcr- knot·k,.d out to r"'!lloro an old 01->en-
Iul! 1 h1tv'irn't made• pennyJ''> But ing which conn•?l'•t>d it with an old 
th"r'" wH " reason for thaL .His OO"hh•c ovrn on u,e outside ot thc-
ftrs-t farm hom(', ntar Lft.tn~rh•III~. hou,-c-. when• 1 •,.,. orl$rina1 own.er 
N. "·• hu-rnf'd to th~ gcouncf aft~r he3.fod his "p13-h0Ulng Wfltrr:· 
Ji~ht.ning hit It. }hs next, a 40•acre 1fh(' beehl\'~ o,·cn is being ~t.torPd, 
job At GIPn Mtlltt. In O~lewaro coun- but JU5l tor looks. The Rl'lins will 
tty. was too smau. boU no pl.gs. And the kilclie.n, 1n lntf!r~flnK' Hi~tf')r)' 

But now, tays F'n.rrner Rains, he·, th,. ""'"' st:hfl:tne ol lhlng.s, wlU b~ Balhtooms and heatmg pl'0blrm3 
going to make money. Absolutely! the Rain~ oflke. gf\ve Rains and buUdrr Cable th~lr 

}'"armer Rain• ~nd ta..mUy art' E,·rry be3m ln t.hf" hou..s~ 111 lnts<"t. only- real headachr~. The bathroom 
n1o"lng today lo his fhttrl farm. • and rin~ like, a bell when hH with nrobl~m was iol\'ed by topriing oft 
329~acr~ob "'Ith a sr.one farmhouse a. hammer. And the lloors. ftrt- an parts of r()O~ and th.e upst.nln 
dAllng hAt'I(. lo 1745. on lh~ s.hould~r S:f"OUltt4'." 1745-m"-dC o{ l2•1neh central haU. 
of a hill Nght miles wt-st or Wcat ,,.1hlte p)nf' plan.ks, an In-ch and a. Hcaung dim~ul04\$ v.ere nnl go 
Ch,.stct·. n('ar Rom.annntf". Herc ht quart.er ihtclc. easy-channels had to be cul ln tho 
will spend all Lhr Um,. that ii. not AH of them .s;lope a bil-1 and $Om~ tQlid -~ton~ wall,;; tor n.11 the plpca 
occupied in making mo\•lc5. lt'!t Jutl of thr,m a 101. bul they're ~Jid. And and ro.dlal,ora.. Most of thr, radiator& 
the place, he- sa~·s. to forget those Rein~ Mys. the buildor, shr1ck~d at are almost wholly concealed. ASi 
roles in whJch ht> Js the ahtfly Na.- the very thought ot lcveutni them. !or Ute two or th.rei& Uiat. had to 
polcon Ill, t"MUng Ma.··dmlUan Md Jhnd\\'J"O\tght iSaJ.tJ stick OUL l\ fow Jn~hes, Rains wtU 
C&rlolla a.drift. ot the nf''er•do-well slmply npologt:u, LO hls gut"Sts and 
Ad1:tm Lemp of thf' "Fow· D.au,h• ReiJns Is stlckl~r for rl<'laH. and let it go al thaL 
ttni'' Ia.mlly. has done JI. 1~t of atudylng oC Penn• Ralm 11nd hla wt(r, the !orme:r 

1ylvania fttrmhou.:se. So has Gable; F Pro d •'- ...... th •· '.A.II Fhrurtd Out rancC11' pper. an , .. m,1, .... ,r .,. 
so the two ot them had a picnic wit..h year-old daughtt'r art' moving Jn 

And why ii" he. goJng lo make such dot..a1Js as lhe.se: todsy. but Mrs. lleins wUI have io 
money? Beams u,at had to be re-pa}r<!d do most o( 1he .. Udyln,t up." Ralnt 

.,Became.'' sa)ls Rains reagonably, wt1re mortl$4'•and-tenonod Into lc$.ves b)· i,Jane Thursday to bcgln 
"l'ye g9t a budg(l.-l.. Ifs a1l i¢ienti.ll• place. Doors sud door /ratnes \\"ere a new mo\,Je contract. 
oally arr-ang<'d. FIJures ln blac]< prggt<I, Window tremra wue Jl('g• Thal, buays. "on't intrr!ore wltn 
.t'nd whUe l)rovr- that tl .ctll\'t fail.'' ged. . his rarming. He'll do It b>· mall, 
B~idcs which, Farmer R.aini has But •loor~ were, naJ11>d, It seems until ho can breft.k 

3
,.,.,uy lrom Hot-

been taking: Jessona. AJJ through the U\at 114:S floo~ w<'re nancd. not Jywood ng_a.in. 
lonit winter (Wenin5:1. he: ba. t,i,'-i,p lJ'C"ijSf'R, \.\ ll h hand-wrought i-quan'!- "l"\·c got. C\'~tylhhu: ell mapJ)('d 
curled up be.side the chimney plcce. topprd. na.111. So .Rains a.nd Gablf' out," he l&)';s. "and l"\·e got .a man 
at the G~n Mills place, readJng buJ• got a blat';k.$mith tO ma.ko up -a. lot who knows cx3ctly \\hat r want. 
Iellns ot the Pfnnsylvn..nt.a Agt1cul• o! handwroughl Jron nails, f;\act wo·u h,wc A herd of whltf'~!aeed 
turn! Bureau, or knocking about duplicat~s of th~ old ooes, for the 1.tl'ers. b)• tan. And we'll grow our 
Chester county, a.sking tarmers repair jobs. own Iee-d. \Vc're u,oin& lo do Lhls 
qucs1ions, One bit oC luck ~ol\'cd the ,foor .. lhlng absolutely ria:ht. 

"U this doesn't make money:• anct-\','1ndow problem, One or the In two;,earg, Rains $RY", the f-arm 
M)'J Reins with tho same grim took orlglnal doors nrnamcd, a.nd one or Ill b k p ltl 

1 wUh which he on- "'lotted the •••t• the originol wlndowg, So the new w t ma Ing nionc)'. OS \'t )'--"" • .,. .._ ~• "lt•1t d~n 1t,'' ho r<'pcab:, "tll of Richard t.h@ Lton Hcartt-cl <re,.-ones ar,. exact hai:nd•ma,dt! rt'!p.Ueas, 
1 member '1tobtn ·Hood?'}) "tll gt\·c oomplele to hand .. gouoe(I beading. <t uit.'' But he do«-sn't ml"an hP'Jl·qu t 

rarmln.cr. He'll Just quit boplng to up. But It will. 1\'P bPen talktnt to The gla~ bolhe red Rains a Htll!:. make H pay 
thr, c~unty agrnt. The Only troublt Glas,; Jri 114.S W3S wa,vy, wlth blue ;_;;;,;_;::_.:__..,. ________ ..,;i 

' \\.1th the ~OH here I$ I.hat iL•g short hi5thlights, •nd barely tremspanht. i..-
o! limt-. 'that's becau,e 1hr t"'nMts Ra:in1comprombiPd for modern gtau 
gr,ew nothing but corn. Corn's hor• he could sec lhrouth, 
rib1y hard on the, ~oil.'' A few 111rru1, nut r,{ 1h~ ntd-tlme 

So lh3l<Cttl•4 that. :Su\ tho bud-
s:ct has bften la,klni:: a furious klclc• 
mg.around tor the pt1.st two months 

1·hat'.s because-t.he new R81ns 
rarmhome ic h11.U homt-, halt• 
muJcum. It'! In two parts, one hEtU 
o( which wa,s built In 17ts, the other 
in 1817, 
'New' Homt II OJd 

And Rains, London-born, ts not 
the mara to play fat;t-and-Joo,e with 
Pen1,s3,·h1ania a.ntiqlilUci. Wh~n he 
bought th• plare lasJ Januacy ~rom 
the Cenua1 Pcnn$ylvanta Confer-
ence ot 010 lltethodl•t Chur~h. he 
called in Lowell Cable, P•oll bund-
ar, ,-nd outHnNI h.1.s. Ideas In 0\'C 
word$: "Make it. like it was.'' 

The 1745 section. at the rear of 
the hQrne, Js v,rtuaJJ~ intact. Wood 
noon ca.me up Crom the ol0 kitchen. 
and rev~aled the origlnaJ green flag• 
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An Actor's Haven-3,000 Miles and 195 Years from Hollywood 

laude Rains, a farmer when he's not making movies, stands in front of old fireplace in that part or his new home that was built in 1745. The front portion of the farmhouse (center 
was added in 1817. At right is a view or the graceful staircase with hand-carved rail in the central hall. The house is near Romansville, eight miles west or West Chester 

• 
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One of the largest land 
holdings in Chester 
County now available 
A histonc, 565 +/· acre farm, lo• 

cated m Chester C.ounty ul now 
being offered for a.ale through 
Roach Brothers in Wi,•t Chester. 

Thu; country estate, which was 
onoo owned by actor Claude Rafus 
in the 1940'•, ill KUitable for hor,ies 
with ,ts split roil fence .pastures, 
cattle or development and ill avail• 
able for farm u.se for $5,000,000. 

There is a fieldstone house which 
is situated atop a knoU which com-
mands a breath-taking view of the 
gently rolling fields end woodlands. 
It was built in 1737 and has been 
oompleiely renovated. This chann-
ing home with slate roof is almost 
3500 square feet with hardwood 
Boors throughout. Featured is a 
new gourmet kitchen with subzero 
refrigerator and freezor, compac-
tor, double enamel siJl.k. double 
oven and wood cabinets. The old 
kitehen still exists within the or-
iginal compounds of the residence 
and boasta a walk-in fireplace. A 
total of nine fireplaces can be found 
as well as a library with built-in 
bookcases, and a living room with 
old, deep window panes. Views 
from every room abound as does 5 
bedrooms on the second floor with 
ono of the bedroom quarters offer-
ing a suite with living room, 
bedroom and bathroom all con-
nected. The 3 upstairs bathroolll8 
have all been remodeled. 

Other buildingl! include a large 
equipment-buildi:ng garage, 

caretaker's house, a small, un• 
,enovated fieldstone house ea well 
as a new 24-•tall horse barn with 
attached efficiency apan.ment.Th.is 
property is minutes from the 
Thorndale train station. 

This is a wonderful estate, rut· 
pl'l.ined Bernice Rocray. listing 
agent for this l'roperty. It provides 
true J 8th century !ltmosph.,re with 

20tlo century conveniences. 
The main residence and ten 

acres an, protect.ed by deed restric-
tion. This property is located 
within the Downingtown school 
distnct. 

F.or more infonnotion or to 
schedule a privateahowing, contact 
Bernice at Roach Brothers 
Rell.ltors at 431-llOO. 
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