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West Bradford
to developers:
tell the folks

ometimes, municipal lead-
ers forget just whose in-
terests they represent.

In the heat of their battles with
developers, engineers and lawyers,
local elected officials sometimes
can lose sight of the taxpayers’
concerns,

West Bradford Township is one
place where they have not for-
gotten, apparently.

In what might seem like a minor
consideration to some but which
seems like a major proposition to
us, the supervisors have proposed
changes in their subdivision or-
dinance with the residents’ best in-
terests in mind.

Most important, they propose
that developers must notify neigh-
boring residents before construc-
tion begins.

Prior to noisily disrupting resi-
dents’ lives, builders must tell the
people what is coming.

What a novel idea. It is so simple
and civil a concept that doubtless
many places have never thought of
it. If there are any other munici-
palities which have similar laws,
we applaud their foresight and
thoughtfulness.

The supervisors in West Brad-
ford, recognizing that not all — nor

even most — of the township resi-
dents have the time to attend the
regular township meetings, want
developers to be responsible for
notifying residents so they know
what is in store.

Often, the reason people do not
attend municipal meetings has
nothing to do with lack of interest.
Many people are just too busy; the
meetings mostly occur at night,
last for hours, and not everyone
with families can attend.

So the proposed ordinance, along
with others West Bradford super-
visors have suggested, could end
up getting more people involved in
local government.

For instance, the township also
is considering a requirement that
developers show their plans to the
recreation commisgion at an early
stage.

But the common courtesy meas-
ure that we hope is passed in West
Bradford should be welcome by
anyone who ever woke up sud-
denly one morning to the racket of
bulldozers and language which is
— shall we say — somewhat bluer
than the sky.

Yes, it is a little measure, but it
is the little things which count
sometimes.
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Hearings may decide
thefate of the

= JUDY SIMCHES
Spocial to the Local News
e ol e
e o o o Eeies. (i v
clare Marshallton an historic district.
of the ordinance was the
et e

make
mdnt_innmtztsnrdinmmtbe
township board of supervisors. A
concerns over the way the ar-
inance reads. They feel it is too re-

subject at Tuesday
commission ;
mission members

strictive,

j i much
"ll!mmdaeﬂhemo oo

government

control,
misgion member Howard Falk,
i asked

By HEATHER
(Local News Writer)
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out that Stargazer Village wasn't
agenda. Some of them left, but n:t%
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Also proposed for the project is 37 homes,
m&mmhﬂnm;nm

I
g
g
1

ton

neeﬁngh'lmt

histo

ric district

ui'“l"orappmval.

‘e need to separate painting and
routine maintenance 8o they are not
items which must be reviewed E{
HARB,"” said Chairman Mark A
“Perhaps it could be just a simple re-
view by the zoning official.”

Slouf would like to see the board
come up with creative ways to help a
homeowner make the y improve-
ments needed to “l:Ee within

idelines. He would like to see

used for consulting and advis-

m%t is the make-up of the review
board that will make or break the dis-
trict, not the ordinance,” said Slouf.
Slouf said the ordinance was de-
signed to protect the district not to
mmfvn UWIES,
“I am all for the concept,” said Don

Slouf asked the commission to look
over the ordinance and come back
with specific recommendations by its

next X
t the public debate
should be at the supervisor's level,
“The pm; of Marshallton know
what is on,” disagreed Slouf.
“We are only an advisory board, we
pass information to the supervisors.”

done deed.
Many residents felt the same way
and Slouf agreed to a meeting.
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‘The mother -

of all historic
district battles

‘Marshallton residents fight
- proposed historic district law

By MARILYN WHIPKEY
What started out as a work session
to mvtew the proposed historical
ordinance in West Bradford

To , erupted into what one

Marsha tnnresidentealled’a"cal
. fight”" when some OWners in

the proposed historic district told

planning commission members ‘‘we
don't wani it — period.”

The proposed orﬂhmnce drafted
alongmegmdehnesoﬂhestatesm
wls currently 30 pag t

aysmemngwasaua temptto
refine, reduce or revise the docu-
ment before sending it to the town-
ship supervisors for approval.

The proposed ordinance would de-
fine the i of the historic
district and create a seven-member
Historical and Architectural Review
Board (HARB) which would uversee
any repairs or future construction in
sectmnsnfMarshal![on, Northbrook
and Trimbleville

Allhoughtheseareasarepartof
the National Register of Historic
Places, that legislation only protects
historic places from the effects of
outside influences (road widening;
for ) and does not cover the
“look™ of the historic properties in
the area.

Planning Commission Chairman
Mark Slouf told residents that “as
manmfwmmmwg

wearetryingtop or
future. Marshallton is a very special
placem:dwehopeitstaysthatway."

Marshalltonresldthancy Busby

EXCLUSIVE

TO THE RECORD

said, however, thal the creation of an
historic district “‘doesn’t affect
evervone in the lownship; it’s dis-
criminatory against us.” Another
resident, Bnb Hodge, told the two
ﬁ;:ls that the OWNErs I‘:): homes i zég
areas are going to be penali
because of the ordinance.

e;:gmal intent of the meeting,
Slouf was to continue going

through the 30-page ordinance relat-
ing public comments to each section
and gathering commission-member
as_well as supervisor comments
before a final draft is written. Only. -
one sectlon. halrway through the
Eefo ordinancé was reviewed
te. supervisor chairman, John
Haiko, said the hasls of the whole or-
dinance eould 'be found in the one
A
A istinguishing quali-
ties or characterofabmldmg struc-
ture or site and its environment shall
not be destroyed. The removal or al-
teration of any historic material or
distinctive architectural features
should be avoided when possible.”

. This, said Haiko, is the meat of the

ordinance and the “remainder is

gingerbread. The ordinance, the way

it is, is subject to a lot of

tion. We have to strike a balance and

avoid trymg to define every little
BISTOBIC,PageSI
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t to tell me what | have to do

Jr. said it all came back to what the
' oty Bl
o

to mnintamtbechmcterot
age Thlsordmanee"hesmd

%””m

the proposed
dinance be ' down" to a
eral overall statement and then
M!;IAAMMMMM it would
estal as lo repairs and
renovations of and the
types of materials to be used.
Make-up of the board, in part es-
tablished by state law, would include
- an_architect, reall estate M
in-

the two boards the
essional, building
spector, planning commission mem-

in the township and not just in cer-
R e e gt dah
BARBARA PAUL #/%/4/ s pagsed. *Change is an element that exista you persist in sying
to the Local News every day. be sad. "W are notlocked . I m},“g;‘,“:gﬁ&’"?m'-m,
s we see changes are needed, we can rectify or “There has been no input from
and the planning commission agree that the  When the fifth revision of the plan leaves Marshallton_residents and ihere
historical ordinance 1 100 Testric: the hands of the planing commibsion in the Snld hea pallis st S S
And many residents of Marshallton feel it and easier to read. started
hpmﬂnhmhwodptm mwuh"umh“ ied Slouf: “We (the planning
it,” they told township officials in a joint ses- m;wam _ commission) are not looking solely
sion Monday. | Constitution isn't this long," added at your little world, but toward the
But township officials said the township  Supervisor Ken Klunk. future of the entire township in years
mm_wﬂ'f‘. Among the changes is the “grandfather momne,whathlillbemlﬂ
_hbemin&phnbulm when an or-  gwmers certain repairs to their l”“ibn
dinance was drafted to establish properties. plalm oommiuiomsfor&lmms
: Northbrook and T 45 Acting on the advice of township solicitor the future development of
“historic overlay districts.” Any changes to  John Good, who stated that people may not %ul >
properties in those villages would be gov- be “grandfathered” but structures may, the “But,” said Busby, “you are
erned by an historic architectural review  board has agreed on a new concept. All exist- taking away my rights as a home-
This ordinance is now facing a fifth re-  will be' for five years, have no investment in my property
vision. Because of outery, the or- to Commission Chair- the right to tell me what I have to do
dinance is being changed to make it easier on mmsmmhwm'hﬁ-w- with my residence.”
i John Haiko said . - :3&-&:2-«!‘
to a D
the ordinance could be modified, even after it """'..;"ZI"' =

over hlstorical
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W. Bradford delays

buying historic land
et epmapiiets ax

West Bradford Township officials house and surrounding 15 acres —
have put plans to buy 35 acres behind  when the Chester Ccunty Historical
theﬂumphryh(ushallﬂomonhold Society ‘bids in

be
an utal cour agrecment tht allows 15 ¥
N it earoperty. SUDIEC!  siands he sald, “We would like
,;m. “um ey and: o sale] to go through in the next
res last

10 give us™ of Alberta C. Pew for the
Robert Walker, director of the West Warren Point Farm and n?-g:’
e NARMLLAR - ARASSRGAL S I EE LT



.Two oppose Humphry

‘You have to keep
your cards close fo
the vest until
you're ready to
play them.”

— Thomas McCaffrey

ks (o

(Ot the Looal News
(Of the Local News Staff)

WEST BRADFORD — Two residents — for

different reasons — don’t want the township
tt:tl;uy 35 acres of the Humphry Marshall es-

Dave Hatt, a memhar of the township's
_ recreation. commission,
oould better serve West
Bradford mmdenm spending the $450,000
on other open space in the township.

And Dale ‘a member of the
Landmark Coalition, thinks the land has so
S

government it

The Landmark Coalition fought to pmem
the Chester County Historic Society from

selling the land.
Campbell Weir left the 1773 stone house

Marshall estate sale

andﬁ()summdma on Strasburg Road |
,maumde Mmh.nton:ouumdetym'\

The estate was the home of Humphry
Marshall, the “father of American
and contains remnants of many of his 18th
century experiments in plant science.
'nm _society, coalition and township de-
an ment in January in which
the 15 surrounding acres will be
sold to a private buyer and the township may
buy the other 35 acres.
nmdthat@;mh\ll;hm’td:}:;mr;;
search necessary to see if enough can
used for active recreation such as ball fields.
He said the asking price — ﬂ5°°°° pr
could be spent better on other lan
"lfwejusebuymforopenspm,thnt'ﬂm
of money,” he
Hatt also sud he doubts there could be

Eooch oo i o et
tmyboqyoﬂurmanlomlreﬁdonts.
on the other hand, wants the
land to be untouched until botanical, his-
t.oricalarchmauralnndntdleolosiulﬂw'
be done in hopes that the land may
beemneanaﬁonalhmoricmntwomhahvel
of Thomas Edison's home in New Jersey.
The house and 2.7 acres are now a Na-
tional Historic Landmark.
She cited a letter in which U.S. Sen. John
Heinz asked the federal Department of In-

hwumfmwwmmp the
owns
land, it would be in a very difficult position.

It would either have to pay for the very
Iystud:esimelforrisk the treas-
ures it may

into buying the land, but stress they |
mh:l?n’t haveenauzhmfmmwd’e‘“del
"“g“"‘“'“'xe“mmm said hnporhnt
upervisor Ken an
geﬂtmmwhntwmbhu;Fan‘h'm'f
it.
lfthelnndushllheavnlyraatmtedby
env:roxunenhlb?sement&rm ﬂ!bat e the |
township may be better off not buying it
On the other hand, heaaxd.he“wou]dn‘t
want to look back in 20 years and see 50,000
homes there.”
Thomas McCaffrey, chairman of the board
of supervisors, said he's not ready to share
information with Hatt's commission because
the board is still bargaining.
“Youhmwkeﬂpmmd‘dmm‘he
vest until you're ready to play them."
McCaffrey said the township's offer is 20
percent less than the land's appraised value.







Como Farm on National Register

By DOUGLAS HARPER
(Of the Local News Staff)

places and buildings that are deemed

img:g:nt to the nation's past.
Farm is one of at least

properties between Pocopson and

But the fédzral government's tax
reform act of 1986 took away most of
those incentives.

Jane LS. Davidson, county historic

as one cohesive unit on three to five

acres or more,” she said.

“Supervisors endorse this because
the complex retains its integrity as a
historical resource,” she said. She
also said it's usually worthwile for
the developer, too,

“The development as a whole has
more real estate value because of its
relsdtlonshx ionship to the old buildings,” she
said.

But she said even this won't save
the land around the farmhouse from
development. $1.
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Deep in Chester County,
an ' except:onal’- stream

By Rich Henson
Inguire: Siaf] Writer
It has ambled along for centuries, carving aalx-
‘mile. pristine valley. through central Chester
County, turning mili wheels and harboring trout,
%ounﬂnghmnes the Indians used for tools, hub-
! as
o i e
-did not, Bald eagles,

mm
good place to visit. They still do. The valley was

'_dsn ‘@ summer getaway for wealthy Philadel- -

e e e
' stome they built e
as homesteads.

Today, despite rapid gr
the narrow siream

wﬂ:inﬂhmart:wm.
licitously named Broad =
Run looks very much like it always has. Tomor-
row, it seems, should bring more of the same.

eaviranmomal gua mm_

_ : _M"‘&m e for any stream in Pennsylvania,
“somehow: knew this, and k]:mr ‘the brook as a welldevelaped

let alone one in the Pﬂhl.laﬁeﬂi‘.l&
area. Fewer than 1 percent of all the stre
rivers. lhroug!mm" the state have been

ue." The only o
mkmaim hmnch



,Gmﬂ-—!‘mmw's formances by the Lukens German ~advance, $12 on the day of event)
bration 4 mwl“ Band and roving groups of carolers will include a number of beau-
homeh:rmgeiaamnmalm ﬁ::dmv'mg;rb ; hﬁ:llydeeomnedlmmesndbmld-
bration for the Marshallton United HnbdayHmne our ($10 in  ings.
“In addition to the tour of 18

tour
bnmeamthenlhge'&mtmum
Marshallton'

bazaar, a luncheon ‘and several '
other avenu;" said mnq

spokeswoman ragner.,
“lhetnurs,whmhwﬂlatanatlﬂ
am. and finish at 4 p.m,, require
hekets,hutﬂmmstuﬂtﬁemnum
village are open Everyone,
Yondou‘thavetognm'thewto
vim’ttheoﬂwractiwhee
Visitors can tour the
Marshallton United Methodist
Ghuhd\mdmadisplayufm
and church
Inthedmmhseellar.thmml]
baalnmhecnfeamrlngmwr

willnlsohean “Afternoon
Tea in the West Bradford Fire
Company’s firehouse. The menu
will im;lutu I.;;, scones  and
pash'iea tic
Giudant Pty Tt 08
which is located in the old
schoolhouse on Road.”
Bmg:ner said. “There will be 15
artuts from the Chester County

“Alm there will be & Christmas
bazaar in The Country Store,
which is a recreation of an old store
wfuchu;ed to exist there.

suonu WILLIAMS
~ The mnho[m,on the tom-, was lmm &Th:o;;m

“Baked goods will be on sale e e
Also, Bres hin very good drawing on a tiny cover.,
ndl‘:rchc:m Sme. be}. *“‘Eff "i?"""'"'un - For the seventh Westtown School.

Robert de Saint Phalle, lmmt m:tmoro(m lelrnedfromh131
visimtohhrshammon a .

“Hi with me, aidlmdasnnt

mpﬂmmd&rwmmgmron e ?&e&m e e :

Ther’e;mé_youngmwﬂlhnvehumm table in its tcn"hone. ‘

made Christmas cards and china plates, em-  “I mu!lydon‘tmemto. Robertcmﬁded,i’:

IF YOU’RE GOINC bwedwlth'hisdrlg‘iml m u’:; ?ncr‘ﬂ mme. -Zm I'm always interested ;,
: sale as part of Saturday's . mom is doing,”

hat: stm; illage. when de Saint Phalle decided to create

Mm:thnchrmm‘ ; ,vnens,mnm ing Christmas cards for %w:amumauwm

S W e et = T Wm “ﬂe‘smllybnmmmlm'msm

mxasmnnsplem ' old

naxtwthe
cmls at




Bt ol (B

:’i’f* 0

)

N\

4
¥
p
r
r/
v
¢
r ’




s G311 S5 i HEL Pl

== .W. WW m%m mmmwm wwmw ;2

8 £ 1 il sy

§ & [

445EyziEg um m xxm

mm mmw mmwmwmmmﬂwmmm m mu mwqu
8 ! mmm mm .ﬁ mmm.u.: mmm.mwmm =83 128 mmm
Mbmmwwmnw litsf m mw wwmwmm“
.M S : vwm%w «mw m i b mm mmww
P Pz WMEM WM -2 m&m m.mm i mmm.
o] J’lv z mm mmu m mw.m mMmmm .mm mmwmua .mm.-
= » Mm; itz ummm FHP wwmﬁwﬂm mw i

|
bz

o



\“\\\“\\\W“\\““m‘“"'\ \ R

IIIIIE77,

s

/L

o
e

’

o+

PP

Y

%
%




2r county s weekly new

Village News

History by mail
Romansville man studies
local heritage with postcards

By Danna Cornick

Village News Correspondent
The Model-T truck in his drive-
way and a tum-of-the-century
reaper by his front porch merely
hint at Bill Supplee's life-long
passion for history.

Seated in his living room in
front of a bookcase crammed with
Chester County genealogies and
other history books. The 61-year-
old Romansville man shares his
many albums of postcards with a
visitor. There are albums of
Quaker Meeting Houses, of rail-
roads. covered bridges and other
points  of interest throughout
Chester County. While paging
through the albums he accom-
panies each card with a running
commentary on the history of the
building or area depicted.

Supplee’s collection includes
more than 1,700 postcards from
Chester County. Plus he has
hundreds more, some of the Penn-
sylvania Tumpike and other
curious agricultural  promotion
pieces featuring ears of com the
size of giant Sequoias or huge ap-
ples riding one to a railroad flat-
car.

Several turnpike posteards de-
pict work on the tunnels. “The
turnpike from Carlisle to Erwin is
built on an old railroad right-of-
way,"" said Svpplee. “"Van-
derbilt, who owned the New York
Central, was going o go intG

competition with the Pennsy. He
built nine tunnels. The turnpike
eventually used seven. In 1884 he
made some sort of deal with the
Pennsy and all work on the new
railroad ceased. These tunnel
pictures are as they were in 1937
when the turnpike was started.””
Besides scenic views, old cards

alsa depict newsworthy events. -

Supplee points out & pair of post-
cards that illustsate the aftermath
of one such event, One card
shows u steam engine lying on its
side in a creek beneath a covered
bridge.

It took me quite a while to
find out (the story behind the
pictures). | asked some of the old
timers... but finally T went to
Arthur James™ Covered Bridges of
Chester County,”” said Supplee.:

In that book there is an entry
about Kerrs Bridge at Hoopes
Ford one-quarier mile south of
Downingtown. It reads, ‘‘On
May 13. 1904 when Franklin
Malin was driving an eight-ton
steam engine across the bridge it
gave way, The engine falling into
the Brandywine.” Malin died in
the accident and his companion
was seriously injured.

Supplee mmmuui “I had
heard the engine lud in the creek
for a year or two, but the other
card shows the engine (now
righted) sitting along the bridge

(See POSTCARDS, page 2)

- — = o
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ghbor...
of Uwchlan

iy participated in the
wide poetry contest for
mtest was sponsored by
vania State Library As-
W
inty submitted entries,
lel-Meguid.

1 gave me 4 paper about
said. The students were
rote two and sent them

ot the letter that sad |
i signed by the **Young
est coordinator Barbara
|- reception in honor of

vas named the state win-
s about colors and | de-
:olor,” Leila stated.

iger Marks class at the
i Downingtown School
tong with her mom and

| grow np’.’ **1 don’t re-
famous.
it now. 1 used to have a

? [ like to read and go
collection of pencils and

are your plans for the
i my Mom and Dad 1o
ad my cousins.””

POSTCARDS

{From page 1)
abutment. So, I don’t know.™

Al the turn of the century nearly
every town had a publisher of
picture postcards. Some were ni-
tonal companies like Rotograph
and Abertype in Coatesville, but lo-
cal merchants produced most of the
scenes. An owner of the Parkesburg
Hotel, H.K. Dorsheimer. created a
series of cards depicting  the
borough of Parkesburg.

The most prolific publisher was
Samuel Parker & Sons, a dry goods
dore on Gay Street in West Ches-
ter. They produced more than 350
different cards. Other publishers in-
¢luded F. Malven of Cochranville
and Maurice Chalfant of Atglen.

Most of the Chester County pub-
lishers had their cards printed in
Germany. Photographs were sent (o
the printers along with instructions
on how colors were to be ap&!iud.

This practice continued until World
War 1 forced publishers to seek
printers in the United States.

““To pick up an old postcard is 1o
hold history in your hand,” said
Paul Rodebaugh, associate editor of
the Chester County Postcard
Album, in which many of Bill Sup-
plee’s cards appear. **They are like

way:,

r

¥

little paintings — each individually
hand-colored by littke girls in Ger-
many undeér sweatshop conditions.
This  hand-painting  makes  cach
painted card slightly different.™

Posteards eame into vogue in the
1890°s after their introduction at the
Columbian Exposition that cele-
brated the 400th anniversary of the
discovery of America. Yet before
1907 it was illegal to write anything
except an address on the back of
one. When the familiar divided
back, which provided room for a
message, was introduced, posteards
quickly became a popular medium
of communication.

Betore: the telephone, postcards
provided a guick and inexpensive
way to keep in touch or convey
short messages. Cards themselves
cost one penny and the postal rate
was one cent until 1949, In addi-
tion, people collected and swapped
them, much like baseball cards to-
day, and postcard clubs often met
for an evening of trading und shar-
mg,

While often used by travelers as
they are now, postcards were not
Just for tourists. Messages on the
backs of old cards coveyed instruc-
tions: ““Well, I have changed my
mind and will be home Friday
pight. Please meet the train. ™

WANTED 11 HOMES

Reputable manufacturer's rep for

NEW SOLID VINYL SIDING
ano/or REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Will select 11 Lucky Homeowners at various sites
for installation at drastic savings. We think it's
good business to introduce our products in this

100% Bankin

Call Today For More Information About This Unusuel Offer.
Atk for Bill
1-800-873-6868
UNITED HOME ENERGY, INC.

Available

Sometimes they told of fumily
news: “‘Dear Mable. having a
strenuous time of it. If you want ex-
ercise, move."'

Supplee grew up on a Chester
County farm. He tells of his father
buying & new tractor when Bill was
ten and taking it to a blacksmith
shop to have an extension put on the
clutch pedal so the boy could drive
it. His interest in deving never

ended. He started driving: frucks
professionally in 1945 and con-
tinues to do so toduy.

All that driving doesn't deter him
from wgularly secking  posicards
and other memorabilia at book fairs
and paper shows. He and his wife,
Flossie, huve retrieved bits of Ches-

st County history from Ohio, West
Virginia, Virginia, Maryland,
North Carolina and Wisconsin.

K

CEVTTER L TS

Sceond  prize was awarded 10
Debra Printz of Gap, who raised
$1.133. And third prize was given
o Sue Verdegem of Atglen, who
raised $1,067. They received
quilted wall hangings as prizes.

Gift certificates of $100 were dis-
tributed by the Manufacturers Outlet

Mardi Gras Po
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THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Cards give
a picture
of county
as 1t was

POSTCARDS from CCH
cards from their own towns,” Sap-
ple¢ said at his home in the small
crossroads community of Romans-
ville,

“In West Chester, vou had Samuel
Parker % Sons. You had companies
in Parker Ford and Honey Brook,
Byers, just about everywhere."”

In the 1980s, many of Supplee's
postcards were published in two
limited-edition books. The books
have helped make Chester County
postcards popular and harder for
coliectors to find

He said he sees his collection as
another facet of his'interest in local
history.

He likes to joke that postcards
take up less room than his other col-
lections: old history books and an-
tigque farm machinery

Supiplee said he also tends 10 col-
lect oddities, such an carly scene of
a-steam locomotive that fell off an
iron trestle ontside Downingtown
ond landed on a covered bridge.

There are also some Strange-col-
ured postcards, especially scenes of
the local serpentine stone buildings
that appéar in bright lime green —
the resall of being handtinted by
workers in Germany who were un-
familiar with the local pale green
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The West Grove troop of Rough Riders, from the Spanish-American War of 1898, is shown in this 1910
postcard. Hometown groups were often chosen as posicard subjects by local stores that sold the cards,

stone, Supplee said.

Compared to other collectors’
items, postcards tend to be cheap.
Supplee has seen cards for up to $50
and others from $16 to §18

“But almost everybody wants $3,
§3.50 for a card,” Supplee smd

Postcards are also easy 1o date. Be-
sides the postmarks, most of the pro-
lific companies, such as Parker in
West Chester, numbered their
cards. Cards after 1917 were divided
on the back into a message side and
an address side

Supplee doesn’t have a postcard of
Romansville, and he missed buying

a card advertising @ 1894 livestock
sale at a nearby Marshalltown hotel
when he waited too long 1o make an
offer

He does have several views of a
stone bridge just east of the village
called Copes Bridge.

The modest stone bridge is no
model of spectacular construction,
but 15 different views of it were
published by several firms, Supplee
said.

“It looked a lot different then”
Supplee said, pointing oul the tele-
phone poles along the bridge and an
old foundry visible in one postcard.

“That bridge is nearly 200 years
old," Supplee said.

“Why don't they build them like
they used to?"

Supplee, who recently retired as a
driver with a local trucking firm,
tours flea markets and thumbs
through dealers’ shoe boxes looking
to add to his collection. He is search-
ing for cards with scenes of the vil-
lage of Kemblesville in Southern
Chester County.

“l have never seen them, but |
heard someone published a list of
cards. 1 would like to see some of
those,” he said,




o scenes from Paris — or even Pittsburgh.

By Catherine Guillman
INGUIRER CORRESPONDENT

WEST BRADFORD — Most post-
card collections  are crooked ar-
rangements held by magnets to re-
frigerator doors Bill Supplée Sr.'s
eollection stuffs dozens of albums
and i1l boxes that line the floor of
his living room.

Last time he counted, Supplee hind
A3 postcards.

It 15 not the size of the collection
that’s unusual; it's the subject. Sup-
plee’s albums do not contain scenes
of drivesthrough redwood trees, Ha-
walian dancers or 19505 highway at-
tractions,

The collection is made up entirely
of Chester County scenes.

The county became a popular sub-
ject around the late 18005, when doz
ens of small-lown drugstores and
stationery shops began {o sell their
own_lines of cards. They typically
used g local photographer and had
the cards published in Germany

Supplee said.

Although large firms in New
York, Detroit and London published
cards with ‘local scenery, they
tended 10 [ocus on tourist sites such
as Valley Forge and the Brandywine
Battlefield in Chadds Ford.

Local publisher M.S, Bliuck, who
worked out of his home in the vil-
lage of Kelton in the late 1800s, Typi-
cally produced scenes that touched
upon feelings of community pride,

Supplee’s collection shows tha
Chester County was not only dotted
with' tiny villnges, ir also had the
variety publishers were looking Tor.

Not only weré there bucolic views
of pastures or meandering streams
also fmages of industry and “prog-
ress” — long perspectives of rati-
road trestles and newly pawed
raads

Supplee also has posteards of local
schools, public buildings and Quak:
er meetinghouses s well as group
shotsl community bands and base:

Far Thas |ngder LALRENOE KERTERTON

His collection includes bucolic scenes with fields and sireams, Bill
Supplee Sr. shows, as well as Images of industry and progress;

ball teams.

Such cards were often rraded at
postcard parties — social gatherings
that faded out in the 19208 — and
other community events, Supplee
said. He also has another theory
why nearly £000 scenes 'of Chester

County alone were published,
"People in ihe country didn’
have telephones.” he said “Thew
kept in tonch with somebody by
sending 8 postcard,
“Just abuil everybody published
Ses PUSTCARDS on G
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GOVERNMENT = ’ et
Task force works to preserve
natural spaces in small vﬂlage

A group of Romansville residents
say they need to plan now for devel-
opment by mapping out a blueprint
that avoids the sprawl of subdivi-
sions, shopping centers and indus-

But others living in the tiny vil-
lage in southern West Bradford
Township say that too much plan-
ning may be premature and that the
group — known as the Romansville
Task Force — shouldn't try to tell
others what to do with their land.

The planning task force was
formed in February after farmland
in and around the village was sold

ed to preserve as much of
the open vistas of rolling pasture-
land as it could, the groupbegunto
talk about cluster housing and vil-
lage greens reminiscent of a New
England setting.
"gurns‘miaﬂon is toidevelop a com-
‘ prehensive community-development
plan so that when deve!opmen
starts up again we will be ready,”
said Howard Folk, task force chair-
man.

The group is concentrating on an
area within a half-mile radius of the
village, founded in 1773 by Moses
Roman, a tinmaker.

The nine-member task force has
begun meeting with other township
residents. The group has received a
$4,500 state Planning Assistance
Grant with matching funds from the
township.

At a recent meeting with township

| residents, group members talked
about the allure of bike paths lead-
ing to small country stores, foot-
bridges over sireams, and greon

/ areas where families and neighbo!

could gather for social events.

What is now a cornfield could soon be a development. Arendt (left)
and Howard Folk examine the site along Star Gazer Road
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Eating, drinking and sleeping township business, Jack Hines says he doesn'l take bad days personally.

© 7" The Philadelphia Inquirer

Ingiree Conmapondunt / BB WILLIAMS

“You have to tell yoursell, ‘Hey, they're not yelling at me. They're yelling at a problem." "

Recognition for a labor of love

By Susan Weidener

INQUIRER CORRESPONIENT
Jack Hines runs his hand down the

ale Road.
A former cabinetmaker, Hines, 47,
loves building furniture almost as

much as he Joves his job as township

"Working
“Wor on government pro-
grams is a lot like bullding furniture.

You have to fit pleces into a whole.
The embellishments come later.”
As West Bradford's chief adminis-
trator, and a lifelong resident of the
township, Hines has spent 15 years
embroiled in the problems and chal-
e
there are | days. People
can be irate and unpleasant. But it's

not a thing,” Hines said,
displaying the calm attitude that has
become his trademark. “You have to

tell yourself, 'Hey, they're not yelling
st me. They're yelling at a problem.'
I£ 1 lose control, the people will, 100."

Hines' handling of township af-
fairs was recognized last week when
he was awarded the Leadership
Award of the Pennsylvania State As-
sociation of Townshlp Supervisors,
Created three years ago, the award is
given annually to “that individual
who demonstirates dedication, cre-
ativity and leadership” in township
government. The competition is
open to more than 4,000 township
managers, supervisors and secretar-
ies from more than 1,500 second-class
townships across the state.

Hines was nominated by the West
Bradford Board of Supervisors. “He
has contributed to the community's
smooth growth and transition more

Tho McCaffrey
mas :

McCalfrey, who IS now a supervi-
sor in West Brandywine Township,
sald in an interview last week that
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tive assistant was not doing a good
job. Turned out they thought 5o, too,
and they asked me to apply for the
job." :

After a year, the board told Hines
they “had a problem” with him. “I
asked what the problem was, and
they said, ‘You don't have enough
authority." So they created the posi-
tion of township manager."

Hines answered phones and did all
his own typing, all the while putting
"systems” into place to handle subdi-
vision applications. "l was chief cook
and bottle washer."

Not much has changed there, he
said with a laugh. In addition to

secretary and treasurer, assistant
code enforcement officer and zoning
officer. He also writes the township
newsletter.

Township supervisors say that
Hines, who makes more than $56,000
a year, is & "real bargain.”

Hines said he has watched the
township change dramaticaily in the
15 years. There were 5,000 people
living in West Bradford in 1978. To-
day the population is double thal.
Farms are scarce now, replaced by
suburban neighborhoods filled with
people “expecting township govern-
meent to provide more and more serv-

"

ices,” he says.
~ Although West Bradford has relied

solely on an earned-income tax for 20

years, the day is coming when that
won't be enough, Hines predicts.

As the township takes back more
and more roads from the state, han-
dles its own recycling am, and
meels requests for street lights, traf-
fic lights and parks and playgrounds,
the demands will exceed the budget,
he said,

“A community has to determine
what it wants and realize there are
long-term commitments to that. Any-
body can build a park or pul in street
lights, The key is to look at what
programs are going to cost over the

mﬂ

y.

Hines and his wife, Marilyn, live in
the historic village of Marshallton.
They have three children: Geoffrey,
24; Kelly Anne, 23. and Alyssa, 18.

He sees a challenge in preserving
Marshallton and nearby Romansville
from overdevelopmenl. And the

i

whole township, he said, must be '

careful to avoid the “crass commer-
cialization" of strip centers and re-
tail outlets.

“How do you preserve a person's
l|:ﬂr|:t|;erty rights, plan for the future
preserve what you have? That's

e toughest job of all."
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[ “I' know for & fact he nas naa other
' job offers that pay beuer and hold
more prestige, but Jack just loves his

Hines says this is true. “This is
where | want to stay,”
| He says a favorite project was over-
| seeing the planning and completion
| of the lownship's $1.8 million munic-
ipal campus two years ago. “We've
come a g way [rom those days
where we ran government out of a
three-bay garsge on Poorhouse
Road." '
After regularly attending Board of
Supervisors meetings in the mid-70s,

| Hines recalls one night when he felt

he could no longer remain silent,
“1 was fire chief at the time, and 1

remember this one night | men-

tioned 10 one of the supervisors that

the person they had as administra-
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REAL ESTATE

A historic farm in West Bradford
may be relegated to a sheriff’s sale

It was collateral for a
mortgage. Ownership was
transferred before a
bankruptcy-code filing.

By Nancy Petersen
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT
Five years ago, Ferguson & Flynn
Enterprises, flush with the successes
of the development boom of the 1980s,
unveiled plans to build hundreds of

homes on the hills of West Bradford's

cont sial plans
neighbors and officials into an uproar
as visions of tract housing marching
ecross the landscape filled their
thoughts.

Today, it's a sizable herd of Black
Angus cattle that grazes and breeds on
those hillsides, and the 452-acre farm
itself may be headed for a sheriff’s

bankruptcy code a few months later on
Dec. 16.
of the transfer has been

Information contained in the bank-

agricultural
mlhen applied to the county’s farm-
preservation program.

The program, which ranks farms
according to a number of factors such
as soil types and proximity to other
protected areas, pays landowners cash
in exchange for easements on the land
that will keep the land in agriculture,

So farlé:ge property, which was home
to an 18th-century agricultural scien-
tist, John Beale Bordley, one of Ameri-
ca's first, has not ranked high enough
for an offer from the county, said
Raymond C. Pickering, director of the
county program.

The farm takes its name {rom one of
the families that owned it over the

years; it was later owned by the Dever-

eux Foundation, which sold it to Fer-
guson & Flynn in 1987,
m’l’b}a m Flynn even applied to
preservation program
angered Dale Longmaid, an environ-
mentalist and property owner who
lives nearby. Longmaid was the force
behind efforts to have the state desig-
nate Broad Run, the stream that bi-
sects the Como Farm, one of the state's
most pristine waterways.

To protect Broad Run, the state se-
verely limits the kind of development
and other activities that are allowed in
the watershed. She said the farmland
was already protected because of the

stream.

Last week ’ fearing that
Flynn's cattle are polluting the stream,
filed a complaint with the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Resources,
calling for an investigation by the

agency.

“The problems associated with the
stream are monumental, but they re-
quire professional analysis,” Longmaid
said. "I'm waiting for chemical and
biological tests, but in the meantime,
I'm keeping my animals away from it."

The state’s investigation of the com-
plaint is underway, said Barbara Sherf,
a spokeswoman for the DER.

A private, conservation-minded
group of investors that offered to buy
the farmland a few years back and
carve it into large, deed-restricted es-
tates of 70 or 80 acres is still interested,
said one of the investors, who asked
not to be identified.

Flynn did not return ted phone
calls to his Glenmoore office. His attor-
ney Nancy Winther refused to com-
ment aboul the Como Farm.

“He's just not available to anybody,”
one source said. "My only contact is



e ) ¢,

.1 .vvi“v\‘.vﬂ..\ \\

B T S 7T AES LS

o A
/ v

o .M\,‘\. g
4 \»-1-
s

\” \‘\H \h\. o, \,\\ TS ,‘..\. \,. . FrEF l\ \,\.\.\.. s v..-,...«\w. \.\. /7 \.\\w,\\w.m...h r g \\.\.\\0\1\‘\\ \\\\\x\
J . ux%ﬂ.i‘ 2, » ¥ 4 4 : F A s ' A . y Y P

o s

o

s




AT
7 /;:, /,/,///
A
I

/Z’7/ / /7
7,
77 777

2

7/

;;;;;

7

> N NN
U W

N L T T, \ Y . N » . . % N e O T '
N by & N ; . NN . A T : SO ; ..; RN - -
/ /!;;.r; / NON R (1// ,./; . ; .f/, N % .J/ N , . % (,.. N ) /. 1/
/ \ N\ I/., \ ////‘ o . . ..I...., A. $ o ¥ . W . B y /-X, S % , ~ - J ..4.., N ,p./ ../,fA_} b
N N SO //.//‘ N . \ b N .///_/ b “« N \ O RO N NN .t v,f./p../ ../A/v, N ...:,A/,/_. //
N ...// ////// f..._,. ,1,‘,,/,.//.11/.///.. ,/“///../. ,/,.../f,/.,///i/

//;//7////// NN N NN N ., z//y/ \

O U T T T W ", : v NN d \ : " N
N N N NN /..‘ NN NN 3 - .4 N % ,;. e - NN NN SO . i, T N - . ! W ™
r//Vr ///.///ﬁ//ﬁl LR R R R LR R R R R R R //.,.//,/r R RN



LRV VRRS

N N
NN

R

s e S e

-y

h"
N
N

mm«mnwmmum rad

fro.tn'iram development. It's a lot of hard

nmumwmmucf

mm

promoting

in arcas where

tops and

Mmma-e

pres-
wmm

m

mm m
A T

chllw

0
mmmw” m
muuum ¥
m i m

mmmw e mwm

il

il
i
_3 Ml

m

wnn

anammmw‘uawm

5283 283d
.m m g
u 233E

Mmm

w mmﬂmmw

LN




|

(Editor'’s note: This is one
story of an occasional series on
Chester County towns and vil-

By JADA GALLAGHER
Staff Writer
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botanist Hi Marshall.

t umphry ¥
Marshall was su posedly
said Stephanie Thomas, who
moved into the unoccuppied
home last July.
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Thomas said she
beautiful old houses and
community

A (mostly) quiet,
historic town =

3

house was empty for about six

years while it was owned by the
County Historical Soci-

" gaid Thomas.

everyone has been very

friendly,” she said.
The Blacksmith Shop, an an-
ializing in hand-
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Published by the Board of Supervisors

Fall 1993

Water, Water,
Everywhere, Nor
Any Drop To Drink

Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner

Water is not an infinite resource. Less
than .3% of the water in the world is
available to man.

During this past summer, people who
are on the public water system, as well as
people on private wells, experienced
trouble with their water delivery systems.
In order to help you manage this precious
resource, we will have a three part series

#~. in our newsletter. This article, being the

first, will deal with *"Where Our Water
Comes From." The second part will be
"Our Water Distribution System —
Public and Private”’, and the last of our
articles will deal with “Managing The
Resource And What To Do When
Problems Develop.”

The water for our private wells, as
well as for the public water systems,
comes from groundwater. Thereisnota
surface source of water that supplies the
water system in West Bradford Town-
ship. For example, if water were taken
from the Brandywine Creek, that would
be considered a surface water source.

Groundwater comes from an aquifer;
which is an underground area that is
saturated with water. An aquifer has an
impermeable bottom, on top of which
there are layers of gravel, sand, sand-
stone, shattered rock or limestone. Many
people believe that there is an under-
ground stream or open lake <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>